


Westbury Sub Mendip Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of 25 January 2012

Present: Councillors Ros Wyke (Chair), Tony Shepherd (Vice Chair), Peter Bright, Sue Isherwood, Brian Eades
In attendance District Councillors Julie Baker, Nigel Taylor, PCSO Linda Vincent, Wells Beat Manager Spencer-Scott Page, the Clerk Mark Smith

Before the meeting began, members of the public were invited to speak. 

PCSO Linda Vincent introduced the Wells Beat Manager Spencer-Scott Page, who shares responsibilities for Westbury with our local Beat Manager, Darren Pearson. Spencer-Scott Page reported that as diesel prices increase, diesel theft is likely to increase, and he asked any member of the public who wished to discuss anti-theft measures to contact himself or the PCSO. He also invited anyone organising Street Parties for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee to attend briefings on all that is needed for licensing and road closures. Briefings are organised by Mendip District Council at the Council Offices in Shepton Mallet on Friday 10 February from 1400 - 1700 and Wednesday 15 February from 1730 – 2000. The Clerk will send details of Westbury Jubilee events to the PCSO. The Chairman will update the neighbourhood watch poster.

1. Apologies  
Councillor Peter Adams sent apologies. County Councillor Ron Forrest sent apologies.

2. Declaration of Interests  
Councillor Bright declared a personal interest as a neighbour for planning item 2011/3180 Ditchfield (Tree Felling)

3. Minutes of Previous Meetings
Cllr Baker requested that the account of the Public Session before the minutes of the meeting of 30th November should reflect that Cllr Baker and Cllr Shepherd attended the meeting on road safety with the Somerset Highways Manager Tom Hayward. The Clerk noted that members of the public’s names were usually omitted from any account of the public session, but that he would include Councillors’ names along with names for any other public officials where practical.

It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on the 30th November 2011 be signed as a correct record.

4. Report from Somerset County Councillor and Mendip District Councillors.
Cllr Baker reported that the development of the Rural Isolation Policy continued, and she requested that any relevant information should be returned to Mendip District Council. The Clerk will re-circulate the ‘Rural Isolation Strategy for Mendip’ email to Councillors.

Cllr Baker and Taylor reported on the Public Sector Hub  plans, which estimated a £7 million return over 20 years, on a £3 million investment. Savings for Mendip D.C. were estimated at 53%-77% on District Council operating costs. Council Access Points in locations such as Wells Town Hall would be retained, and the possibility of access from village shops/pubs was also being investigated. Flourish Homes were not planning any move from, or redundancies at, their new building in Wells. Cllr Taylor will provide more detailed breakdown of the Public Sector Hub’s business case.

Cllr Baker reported that in the draft Local Plan the absolute new housing target for Westbury was 50 houses, with 8 having been built, so requiring 42 for the future.

Cllr Taylor agreed to ask the Local Plan committee to respond to the Parish Council’s concerns that
· Rural areas were being set a disproportionately higher housing target than urban areas
· The ‘sustainable village’ concept and qualifying criteria was not justified, given the way local businesses opened, changed hands, and closed at very short notice
· The allocation of rural new housing should be proportionately shared between all villages

The Clerk read Cllr Forrest’s report that 
· work is proceeding on the reshaping of the county council in the new reduced financial circumstances
· County Council budget preparations are on schedule
· there is an ample supply of grit in the event of snow and ice

5. Clerk’s Report
The Clerk reported on:
· An Allotments survey completed for Somerset Community Food
· A resident had attempted collection of salt bags from the Glastonbury Highways Depot, but unfortunately Depot staff had not had sufficient notice to be available. A resident’s report of 10-20 bags of salt being left in Back Lane was not connected to Somerset Highways
· Calls have been raised, and chased, with Somerset Highways regarding drain clearance in The Hollow and culvert wall damage in Crow Lane. The Clerk will also report drain blockage in Slowland Lane
· Zurich Insurance have phoned asking to quote in June for Parish Council insurance
· NBC TV will interview residents in April for a Book Exchange pre-Olympic story
6. Co-option of new parish councillor
The Co-option working group hoped to make a recommendation shortly.

7. Appointment of a Parish Path Liaison Officer
It was reported that Nick Mayor was willing to take on the role of Parish Path Liaison Officer (PPLO), and it was resolved that he should be appointed forthwith. The Clerk will confirm the appointment with Nick Mayor and with Somerset County Council.

8. Street Lighting
It was reported that a resident had requested parish council support for a street light at the junction of Erlon Lane and the A371. Two other residents had suggested that pedestrian lighting could be considered near the pub and the hairdresser, for the benefit of customers and staff.

After discussion, noting the response to the Somerset County Council  resident's survey indicating support for a 'dark village', the meeting considered the remaining number of exterior lights currently on at night, and the customary use of torches and concluded that any further external lighting would not be supported.

9. Crow Lane Culvert Report 
The Clerk has reported the debris in the culvert and the damaged edging to Somerset County Council. The Clerk was asked to contact BT regarding the blocked drain on the telephone exchange carpark.

10. AONB Gateway Signs 
The Parish Representative (Mr Nigel Taylor) on the Mendip Hills AONB partnership committee reported that while a number of parishes (including Westbury) expressed support in principle for the installation of AONB Gateway signs, the parishes had not been able to provide sufficient funds to make the signs feasible at this time. The proposal for gateway signs will be re-assessed, and raised again in the future.

11. Mapping Data – data exchange with Mendip District Council
The Clerk reported that a survey from Mendip District Council on the use of mapping software by parish councils had asked if the parish council agreed in principle to the exchange of mapping data between the Parish and District council. It was resolved that the Parish Council would exchanged mapping data with the District Council, as this was in both party’s interests.

12. Design Statement
Deferred to future meetings.

13. Full Housing Needs Survey
Deferred to future meetings.

14. Somerset Community Oil Scheme
Cllr Isherwood reported that the Priddy Clerk had confirmed that the community oil scheme had started in Priddy. Westbury could also participate if a Westbury co-ordinator came forward. It was agreed to advertise for this role in the Westbury News.

15. Website Parish Council pages
The Parish Council website pages had been established with initial content. The pages are:
Parish Council		- introductory text, and any other material
Meetings 		- agendas and minutes
Annual Reports	- the Chairman’s annual reports
Grants			- the grants process
Governance		- Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, and other policies
Audit & Finance	- auditors reports and financial statements
FOI			- Freedom of Information, publication schedule
Useful Links		- County, District, Police, etc.
Parish Meetings	- agendas and minutes of Parish Meetings
Any other suggestions for material to be published would be welcome.

It was agreed that in addition to the audited accounts from previous years in the ‘Audit and Finance’ page, unaudited quarterly financial statements from the current financial year could be published with the associated minutes on the ‘Meetings’ page.

The Clerk noted the successful publication of a scanned copy of the largely hand written Annual Parish Meetings Minutes Book 1949-2010 on the ‘Parish Meetings’ webpage. It was agreed that if the Annual Parish Meeting Minute book 1894-1948 could be scanned and uploaded for a similar cost (£15-£20 for scanning), it should be done.

[bookmark: _GoBack]16. Parish Council Notice Board
The Clerk reported that while all essential parish council notices (minutes, audit, etc) were being displayed on the parish council notice boards, there were a number of notices from other local organisations that were not displayed because of shortage of space. It was agreed that the clerk would investigate the different costs of alternative sizes of notice board.

17. Parish Council Container Storage
It was agreed that the Clerk will write to the Robert Glanvile Playing Field Trust asking if a longer period than three years of storage could be agreed for a container placed on the playing field.

18. Planning
Applications Received by Mendip D.C. previously circulated, and responded to
2011/2954	3 Stoneleigh Cottages – Extension	No Objection. Observation suggesting parking improvements.
2011/2891	Duck Lane Cottage – Porch	No Objection. Observation requesting a condition for any future building materials to be stone or wood.

Applications Received by Mendip District Council, previously circulated – response needed
2011/3157	Timbertops, Hollybrook – Extensions. It was resolved that the Parish Council requested modifications to the proposed south-west elevation to reduce the effects of light spillage before approval is given.
2011/3180	Ditchfield, Lynch Lane – fell Hybrid Poplar. It was resolved that the Parish Council supported this application on the grounds that the Hybrid Poplar is not native, and would be replaced with a smaller native tree, and that the Hybrid Poplar is too large for the domestic setting in Lynch Lane.

Report of Decisions by Mendip District Council : 
2011/2601	Ash Tree Farm – Holly Tree felling	No Objection
2011/1613	Westbury House – Agricultural Building	Approved with Conditions

Received by Somerset C.C. previously circulated – response needed
2011/3143	St Lawrence’s School	School gate replacement.	It was resolved that the Parish Council did not object to this application.

19. Finance
It was resolved that a grant of £350 would be made to the Robert Glanvile Playing Field Trust, this being the cost of the playing field annual insurance.
Payments Received
NALC bursary	 £39.00 (for the Clerk’s attendance at the annual south west regional SLCC conference)

Payments Approved
25/566	Mendip District Council – Elections		£116.90
20/567	Flourish Homes	Stoneleigh Community Rooms booking credit	£15.16
21/568	Redstone Computers	Cashbook 2012 support	£42.00
22/569	Clerk’s net salary & imprest Oct-Dec		£555.58
23/570	HMRC tax (paid via Post Office)		£123.40
24/571	Village Hall room hire			£48

20. Correspondence & reports on Meetings Attended, including
Pump Path –3rd neighbouring resident’s reply received confirming no ownership
Mendip DC – Empty Homes Survey. 25/1/12 meeting Shepton Mallet
Somerset CC – blocked drain in The Hollow – clearance requested
Somerset CC – Crow Lane repair to culvert requested
Police – 2012 Mobile Police Station dates published on Parish Council website pages
Bristol Water – new reservoir decision received
Mendip DC – parish precept and tax base correspondence
Somerset Community Food, allotments survey. Meeting 31/1/12, Shepton Mallet.
Somerset CC ‘Local Choices’ meeting 27/2/12, Bath & West Showground
Mendip – Strategic Tenancy Policy survey

Cllr Peter Bright reported on the Planning Training by Mendip DC on 18/01/12. The Q&A session following the training allowed a number of parishes to question the weight that was given by the District Council to parish council planning recommendations. Of particular concern was the impression that a Parish/Town Council’s planning advice carried less weight if it could not send a representative to the District Council’s Planning Committee Meeting to reiterate the advice. 
The Clerk will write a letter to Mendip District Council raising this concern.

21. Westbury News / The PEW
Somerset Community Oil Scheme
New parish council web pages
Road Salt bags collection

22. Items for Next Agenda
Items should be emailed to the Clerk.

23. Date of Next Meeting:  
Wednesday 22nd February 2012,  7:30pm at the Village Hall

Signed by the Chairman at the Parish Council Meeting of 22nd February 2012





Signature................................................................Date..........................................................
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