Report of the Westbury Sub Mendip Parish Council
for the Annual Parish Meeting May 2011

There have been a number of continuing themes that have dominated the Parish Council discussions this year. 
The telephone kiosk’s successful conversion to a book exchange has continued to attract both national and international publicity; however we received an unexpected and significant bill for electricity supply/standing charges. Bob Dolby & the acting parish clerk pressed the case with vigour and the resulting outcome gave us a significantly reduced charge for ourselves and other Parish Councils. The £500 BT prize for the best use of a redundant telephone box was turned into a £10 per week grant to the Shop for providing box office facilities for village groups.

Early last year the new owners of the Quarry were given a 3 year temporary planning permission, with various conditions, to use it for experimental blasting. Somerset County Council has yet to reach a satisfactory outcome of all the conditions particularly with regard the notification to the village of blasting.
For over a year we have been trying to extend the footpath along the main road. Despite the fact that we have managed to acquire a £10,000 grant, we have found it difficult and time consuming to get Somerset County Council to carry out the necessary work, however we are hopeful that we will see the path extended this summer down to Duck Lane. This will enable the community from Bell Close and Lodge Hill to avoid walking in the road. 
The Mendip District Council emerging local development framework (Local Plan) has been developed during the year with various consultations and proposals. The Parish Council has assiduously responded and argued successfully that the number of new properties planned for  the village should drop from the proposed figure of 90 to a more reasonable 50, which is a consistent percentage of existing housing stock when compared with other ‘sustainable villages’ in the District. We also argued that the community should have a say in both the location and the type of housing. The Parish Council will be both developing a design statement and carrying out a housing needs (not just affordable housing) survey of the community to help inform our decisions; we await to see what new powers the Localism Bill will give Parish Councils.  
This year we received 11 applications for works on trees in the Conservation Area as well as 8 applications for domestic building extensions. We supported all applications with the exception of the retrospective application for the extension of blasting hours at the Quarry, the construction of a new dwelling at Westbury House that was outside the village development limits, and an outbuilding development at Kites Croft.
We also considered LA Moore’s pre application request for support to build bungalows rather than 20 low cost housing units, which were favoured by Mendip District Council, off Home Close. We deferred our comments until a full housing survey of the community needs is completed.
In addition your Councillors have responded to various consultations including Somerset County Council’s transport plan, libraries, the AONB, Deers Leap potential sale, cuts to the Sustainability fund and bad weather road salting. Your Councillors have also been busy supporting the Village Hall, the Playing Field, rights of way paths and editing the Westbury News. Currently the Parish Council is exploring options to resolve the storage needs of various village organisations
The first 9 months saw Denise Boulton, the acting clerk, ensure that all the Council’s financial regulations and other policies were up to date and as a result we have recently passed an internal audit of our governance.
The accounts for the last year are attached and show that the Parish Council did not increase, for the fourth year running, the Parish Precept and has worked within its budget.

In January we welcomed Mark Smith, of Mares Lane, as our new Parish Clerk and in May Peter Adams and Sue Isherwood joined the council as new parish councillors following an uncontested election. As only 6 people put their name forward we still have a vacancy so watch the notice board/PEW for details.

Finally on behalf of our community I would like to reiterate our thanks to our retiring Councillors Tony Thompson, Bob Dolby and Colin Booth as well as our departing District Councillor Roy Wills.
I would also like to thank Tony Shepherd, Brian Eades and Peter Bright for their continued commitment to serve our community as Parish Councillors.

Rosalinde Wyke

Parish Council Chairman 
