The 5th Wookey Hole Music Festival will take place from Friday 5th September – Sunday 7th September 2008 at the Wookey Hole Social Club, Wookey Hole.

Friday from 8pm James Slater Band, 
ZZ Birmingham and Miss Carmen
The Willbees

Saturday 1pm-5.30pm Local musicians, 
BBQ in the garden

7.30pm Chris Jagger and Band, 
The Country Blues Band 
Crazy Roscoe

Sunday from 1pm Open mic session


Tickets for Chris Jagger and Band are £7, (£5 Club members), from Wookey Hole Club or tel 01749 672 944, 
all other events are free admission.


NEWS FROM WESTBURY

Friendly Society

Grant Applications: from the Friendly Society should be made before 31st August.  The usual requests should be made using the form available from the Shop, Peter Bright 870640, or Sue Reece 870618.  Year 11 leavers: a £25 book token is available to all year 11 leavers who have been resident in Westbury subject to funds being available.  The young person, themselves, should make the application and describe what purpose they wish to put the token towards.  Send all applications to Chairman of the Friendly Society, Medlar House, The Square, Westbury-sub-Mendip.

Barn Dance:  will be on Saturday 6th September in the Harding’s Barn.  There will be a BBQ starting at 6.30pm and dancing from 7.30 until 10.30pm.  Tickets will be available from the Shop or the Committee during August.

Senior Citizens’ Outing: this year’s mystery tour for anyone in the Village who is over 65 or married to someone of that age is on Monday 22nd September.  It will leave by coach from the Square at 12.00 and return for supper in the Village Hall at 7.00pm.  There will be help available to get to and from home if needed.  This year the ‘route’ will include a walk of about 20min on paved, level ground.  For travellers who might find this difficult we can arrange special transport for this short section.  Your invitation will contain a question about this. You should get an invitation in late July or early August but if you do not get one please contact Peter Bright 870640 so that you can be included.

Church News 

Church Strategy 


During the summer a large number of worshipers and non-worshippers from the three parishes have been meeting to draw-up a strategy plan for the benefice. 

There are many changes facing not only our three churches, but also the Church of England and indeed the wider Christian church too, so now is an apposite time to look at the way we are doing things and confirm we are “on the right track.” 

The Follow-up Day held in Westbury on June 21st translated our initial enthusiasm for change into a concrete Action Plan. Steve Annandale of the Diocesan School of Formation has been acting as facilitator throughout and has drawn up a plan of action for the three parishes that should be enclosed with this edition of the Pew. (If for any reason you do not receive a copy spares are available from the benefice office or members of Westbury PCC). 

On Wednesday 9th July the three PCC’s met to officially adopt this plan; this allows us now to “get on with it”. This is the tricky bit. We all have gifts that we can bring to this project and it is these gifts, enthusiasm and prayer that will allow exciting new things to happen.

Please decide what you, your friends and family would like to do to help. PCC member, Jo Atkinson tel 870 600, is compiling a list. 


Harvest festival

A reminder that this year Harvest Festival will be held at 11am on Sunday 28th September. 


Village Fete

A report on the village fete, which will be held after the PEW deadline, will appear in next month’s PEW.

From St Lawrence’s Register


Please remember in your prayers Sarah Phelps and Michael Knight, who were married at St Lawrence’s Church on The 26th July, and Sarah Jane Hill and Rupert Snuggs who will be married on 16th August.

Please also pray for the family of Christine Knell of this parish, who passed away this month.




Nicky Venning

In memoriam – Christine Knell

Our thoughts and prayers are with Rachael at the village shop and all her family as they mourn the passing of her grandmother, Christine.

Thanks

Thank you to all those kind and thoughtful friends who sent cards and messages after the sad death of my husband, Tony.  It has been a real comfort to feel surrounded by caring neighbours.  My good wishes to you all in return.









Gill Lunnon

Westbury Footlights

At our last meeting the newly elected committee set out our plans for the coming season.   The first thing to note is that our ever popular ‘Poets and Pints’ is being moved to November. Put a reserved note in your diaries for Friday 28th November when we hope to present an evening with perhaps a seasonal flavour.  Perhaps we should rename it ‘Poets and Punch’!

The move has been made to give us the beginning of the year to work on our next major production.  From the 26th – 28th of April next year we intend staging a musical production to include the school and other young people in the village as well as the more regular footlights performers.

We would really like to welcome new talent for both of these events.  Anyone interested in coming forward, even at this early stage, can contact Neil Burrows on 870603 or Malcolm Mogford on 870817.

Interested in stone-walling, bat-counting, hedge-laying or path-clearing? 

Well, there are plenty of opportunities between now and next April and many of them are close to home – you’ll see Deer Leap, Cooks Fields, Lynchcombe and Draycott Sleights on the attached list of volunteer working parties currently planned by the AONB, SWT and National Trust. 


If you’d like to join any of these, or want to find out more details, please contact the appropriate person.

It would be interesting to know roughly how many people from Westbury volunteer within the AONB, so perhaps you could let me know if you decide to help at any of these events.

Andrew Buchanan


Volunteering within the Mendip Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

Booking is essential for these activities to find out more about the task and what to bring along. Places are limited so book early. 

· Please Ring 01761 462338 Email: mnisbet@somerset.gov.uk (AONB)

· Ring: 01749 871248 Email:catharine.shellswell@somersetwildlife.org
· Ring: 01761 221579 Email: chris.billinghurst@btinternet.com 
National Trust, for details please call Richard on 01934 612916

Big Bat Survey across the Mendip Hills, Meet Explorers Café - Bar, Cheddar Caves

Date: Fri 22nd August 2008

Time: 7pm – till late

Activity: Big Bat Survey, surveying bats for Somerset Wildlife Trusts Living Landscapes project
Deer Leap, meet picnic site. Grid 520 494

Date: Thurs 28th August 

Time: 10am – 3pm

Activity: Dry stone wall repairs. Minor wall repair and replacement of stones on walls around this beautiful site.
Bat Evening, Somerset Wildlife Trust 

Date: 29th August 2008
Time: 8:00PM

David Cottle and Edward Wells of Somerset Wildlife Trust Bat Group will lead this walk around Wells searching and listening for bats. Meet at the drawbridge Bishop’s Palace. Suitable for wheelchair users/limited mobility. £2. 01823 652400
Westbury Society – a Date for your Diary

Thursday 25 September 7.30pm
Barry Jones, Architectural Investigator from English Heritage, will be returning to the village in the autumn to visit as many houses as possible. He will speak at the first autumn meeting of the Westbury Society on Thursday 25th September.

Westbury-sub-Mendip WI

The President, Anne Williams, welcomed everyone to the July meeting when she reported that a very enjoyable evening had been enjoyed by members attending the recent outing to Thatcher’s Cider Farm in Sandford.  After interesting tour around the works and talks by members of the Thatcher family, who still run the business, the evening ended with the much anticipated tasting of the various types of cider produced.   

The meeting was informed that the baton will be arriving from Cheddar on Monday 7 July afternoon when there will be a walk around the village followed by tea with members invited to attend.  The date for passing it over to Henton WI has yet to be arranged. 

Invitations had been received from Allerton WI to a garden opening at May Tree Farm for 20 July which includes tea and a treasure hunt and Wedmore WI, who would welcome any members who wished to join their trip to Hestercombe Gardens on 10 July.

Our speaker for the evening was Alexa, a member of the Fund Raising Team at Children’s Hospice South West.

Everyone has heard of the ‘Babe Appeal’ but not so many people know that the first hospice, Little Bridge House, was built in Barnstable, Devon as a result of the experiences of Eddie and Jill Farwell, themselves parents of two children with life limiting illnesses.  With no respite care for their children within easy reach, they realised that there must be many other parents in same situation who were faced with long drives across the country to obtain help and support.    Little Bridge House opened in 1995 and immediately gave support to up to 200 families in the South West.  It soon became apparent there was a need for an additional hospice, so fundraising started in 2004 to build Charlton Farm, Wraxall, which opened in 2007.

Both Little Bridge House and Charlton Farm have eight child-friendly rooms, and plenty of accommodation for parents and the rest of the family and aim to provide a ‘Home from Home’ feeling to the hospices.

All the children who use the hospices have life limiting or life threatening conditions and are not usually expected to reach adulthood. Some families may use the facilities for many years and they receive great support from the care teams who are on call twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week.

With over one thousand children in the South West with life limiting conditions, another hospice is planned for St Austell to provide additional care and a new appeal has been launched.

Needless to say these hospices need substantial funding to keep running and funds are provided mainly by public donation, although a small amount comes from the Government. To assist fund raising a number of charity shops have been opened and it is planned to have a total of fifteen in the South West with a new one planned for Yeovil due to open in November. 

Alexa gave an inspiring talk and a collection was made for the charity at the end of the meeting.  The Vote of Thanks was given by Julie Romeo.

The next meeting will be on 2 September at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall. Visitors welcome.

Liz Hamblin 
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Bible Society Box Holders

Many thanks to all the box holders of Westbury who have kindly collected up their loose change over the past year.  A total of £123.28 has been sent to the Bible Society for them to use in their work both here in Britain and abroad.  Anyone wishing to join in our small band of collectors can contact Bev Searle at Westbury Church.  Thank you.








Bev Searle

