The 5th Wookey Hole Music Festival

Will take place from Friday 5th September –Sunday 7th September 2008 at the Wookey Hole Social Club, Wookey Hole.

Friday from 8pm, James Slater Band, ZZ Birmingham and Miss Carmen, the Willbees.
Saturday 1pm-5.30pm, Local Musicians, BBQ in the garden
7.30pm Chris Jagger and Band, The Country Blues Band, Crazy Roscoe.
Sunday from 1pm Open mic session.

Tickets for Chris Jagger and Band, £7, (£5 Club members), from Wookey Hole Club, or tel 01749 672 944, all other events are free admission. 

NEWS FROM WESTBURY

FAMILY SECRETS
Anyone who wants to discover more about the history of their family will be fascinated by a special event coming up at Wellsprings Leisure Centre, Taunton, on 13 September at 7.00 pm.

Dr Nick Barratt, of television’s ‘Who Do You Think You Are’, will be speaking about the BBC’s flagship family history programme and his own work in searching out family secrets.   Nick’s research for the programme has involved piecing together the family histories of celebrities ranging from Barbara Windsor to Jeremy Clarkson.  Now he will be telling us how he uncovers the amazing stories of forgotten ancestors, and brings the past vividly back to life.  There will also be the chance to hear him talk about researching the buildings we live in, as revealed in his other TV success ‘Hidden House Histories’.

The other speaker will be Tom Mayberry, Somerset’s County Heritage Officer, who will be talking on the subject of ‘Discovering Somerset History’.

This fundraising event has been organised by the Friends of Somerset Archives, a voluntary organisation which helps to ensure the preservation of Somerset’s remarkable archive heritage.  Tickets, to include refreshments, cost £10.00 each.  They are available from Taunton Tourist Information Centre, Paul Street, Taunton, tel. (01823) 336344, or from Anne Leamon, Chilliswood, Dipford Road, Trull Taunton TA3 7NT tel. 07775 563251.


Church News 


Harvest festival


A reminder that this year Harvest Festival will be held at 11am on Sunday 28th September. 

The service will be a festival of readings and hymns and will involve participation by the children of the village and by representatives from the farms in Westbury. The church will be decorated with a harvest theme by members of the PCC and always looks wonderful with sheaves of corn, fruit and autumn flowers and foliage adorning the altar and aisles. 

Gifts of autumn produce, to be sold at a ‘fixed-price sale’ immediately after the service, would be very welcome and should be bought to the church by 10am on Saturday 27th September. 

The guest speaker will be Rowena Wallace, a member of the Mission Committee at the Parish Church of St Michael and All Angels, Somerton. Rowena will talk about her recent visit to Zambia. Since the 1970’s the Diocese of Bath and Wells has been twinned with the Anglican Dioceses of Zambia. Zambia has a population of about 10 million of which about 2% are members of the Anglican Church. 

After the service a Buffet lunch will be held in the grounds of the church, or inside should it rain. 
Tickets for the Harvest Lunch are available at £6 per person or £3 for children from Megan Moore (870 559), Linda Harding (870 267) and Jo Atkinson (870 600).


Village Fete


What a wonderful afternoon. The sun shone, Court Farm Lawn was a magnificent and popular setting and over £1700 was raised for church funds. The Church Wardens and PCC would like to thank everyone who contributed to making this such a memorable event.


PCC Meeting


The PCC will meet on 30th September at 7.45pm at Seamoor House, Rough Moor Lane. This is an important meeting as members will discuss the way St Lawrence’s PCC will operate in the future. ‘Put your thinking caps on’ and contact a PCC member before the meeting with lots of good ideas. A report will follow in next month’s PEW.



At the time of writing several members of our congregation are struggling with ill health. Please join with me in praying for their speedy recovery.


From St Lawrence’s Register


Please remember in your prayers Sarah Jane Hill and Rupert Snuggs who were married at St Lawrence’s on 16th August.

Please also pray for the family of Cecil Cox of this parish, who passed away on 3rd August.






Nicky Venning



 Mendip Hills Consultation Document

The draft of the new Mendip Hills AONM Management Plan is now available for public consultation.
You can download it from:


http://www.mendiphillsaonb.org.uk/show_partnership.php?id=7
or phone the AONB office on 01761 462338 and ask for a hard copy.
The deadline for comments on the draft is 19th September.
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Westbury Society – Photographic Competition

Theme: Westbury Old and New

· The maximum number of entries per person is 6. 

· Prints may be mounted or unmounted. 

· The maximum width, including any mount, of the print is 28cm / 11 inches. 

· Each entry should be sent in as a print and a .jpg file. 
· Please mark each print clearly with its title, your name, address and phone number. 

· Closing date for entries is 30th September 2008. 

· Entries should be delivered to Barry Lane, 2 Glencott, The Hollow. 

· .jpg files can be e-mailed to barry.j.lane@btopenworld.com or delivered on a CD or a DVD. 

· Please name all .jpg files and discs clearly so that they can be linked to the prints. 

· By entering, you give permission for your photographs to be shown in Westbury Village Hall, at Wells Museum and on the Westbury-sub-Mendip website. 

· Winners will be announced at the Westbury Society October meeting. 

· Prints and .jpg files will not be returned unless specifically requested. 

· It’s hoped to use the best entries to make a 2009 Westbury calendar. Further details will be circulated in due course. 
Westbury Friendly Society

Barn Dance:  will be on Saturday 6th September in the Harding’s Barn.  There will be a BBQ starting at 6.30pm and dancing from 7.30 until 10.30pm.  Tickets will be available from the Shop or the Committee during August.

Senior Citizens’ Outing: this year’s mystery tour for anyone in the Village who is over 65 or married to someone of that age is on Monday 22nd September.  It will leave by coach from the Square at 12.00 and return for supper in the Village Hall at 7.00pm.  There will be help available to get to and from home if needed.  This year the ‘route’ will include a walk of about 20min on paved, level ground.  For travellers who might find this difficult we can arrange special transport for this short section.  Your invitation will contain a question about this. You should have got an invitation in late July or early August but if you did not get one please contact Peter Bright 870640 so that you can be included.

WESTBURY SOCIETY PROGRAMME

Your House History

We very much hope that as many people as possible will join in the English Heritage survey. To accompany their work the Society is organising a House History evening –

7.30pm Thursday 25 September in the Village Hall.

Admission £2, children free.

The evening will be relatively informal with a number of short talks but it will primarily give people a chance to investigate some of the history of their houses and the people who lived in them through a wide range of documents.  We will have a complete set of all the Censuses of the village from 1841 to 1901. Copies of the entries in the Kelly’s Directories from 1861 to 1939 will be available as well as village maps from 1759, 1815 and the Tithe map of 1838 with its accompanying Award to that everyone can see who owned and lived in each property at that time.  It is also an opportunity to bring along any old photographs, deeds and other documents that you can share with the experts and friends.

Do contact Barry Jones at English Heritage 01793 414777 or myself if you would be happy for the researchers to visit your home.  

Barry Lane 870457.

FUTURE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Thursday 23 October for a talk on the rare Great Bustard that we hope will be visiting the village again this autumn. An opportunity to find out more about the reintroduction of the great bustard to Salisbury Plain. An individual from this project overwintered on Westbury Moor two years ago, associating with the mute swan flock. There is a distinct possibility of a reoccurrence, with one or more of these magnificent birds once again being on view in our village.

Thursday 27 November

Speaker to be confirmed

PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION – 

The theme this year is “Westbury Old & New”. There’s a maximum of 6 entries per person, which should be delivered as prints and .jpg files to Barry Lane before the 19th September.  The entries will be displayed at the October meeting when the winner will be announced.  Full details from Andrew Buchanan 870404 

WESTBURY ARCHAEOLOGY

We meet every Monday morning for 2-3 hours fieldwork.  This year we are concentrating on the medieval deer park and over the winter we measured  the girth of over 90 veteran trees.  With a magical formula Chris Hann turned the measurements into ages and we came up with the conclusion that the park had been completely cleared of oaks by 1700!  Medieval deer parks are usually the most likely place to find really ancient trees.  We have not established whether it was the bishop or his tenants that sold them all. The remaining trees indicate that they were deliberately planted to provide stock shelter when the park was converted to ordinary farm pasture between 1700-1750.  We have also been field-walking recovering large quantities of Roman pottery on a site we hope to “geophys” later in the autumn.  Currently we are digging towards Australia in a hole on the SE side of Lodge Hill. The county archaeologists’ view was that the circular feature was a bomb crater, but we could all see that it was not!  It appears to be a “whitecoal” hearth or Q-Pit dating from 1600-1800.  Whitecoal was very dry wood that was used for the smelting of lead on Mendip, being mixed with charcoal to get the right temperature. We hope to find some dating evidence when we reach the bottom.  If our assumptions are correct this will be the first such hearth found in Somerset. Hundreds have been found in S. Yorkshire where lead was smelted.  We have also just started to do some hedgerow surveys, identifying the many species that make up each hedge, again to see whether we might be able to date some of them. Our group always welcomes new recruits, so if you are interested please get in touch with Barry Lane 870457.

Mothers’ Union

What the retired Bishop of Truro had to say.

“Making soup.

My brother and I enjoy making it.  And the secret as you, who are much more expert than we are, know is good stock.  That’s what counts.  A good basis.  Boiling up a chicken carcass or some such.  After that you can do almost anything.  Add ordinary things, veggies or whatever, or experiment with all sorts of excitements.  And finally if you want a smooth soup you use one of those whirrers in it for a few minutes and there you are.  They can even reduce old socks to a healthy broth.  But as I said, the stock is the active, essential ingredient.

And that is what I admire about the Mothers’ Union.  Their stock has always been right and nourishing.  The stock of family life, a stable marriage, (though of course single people are welcomed as members) and service to the community within a framework of prayer and worship.  That is the stock that Mary Sumner created and has been carried on down the years.  What a wonderful witness it has been.

And the glorious thing is that down the years, with Mary Sumners vision in mind, you have added not only the good ordinary things but also the exiting things to the stock.  You have charmed the ordinary but been ahead of the times often with the herbs and flavours of excitement.  I wish some of you could have taken part in the Lambeth Conference prodding them on to a basic more forward looking unity.  The MU would have made them sit up.  They made me do so at times.  And I beseech you to go on goading and comforting the church within the context of family life in particular.  Give it new life.”

Andy and I hope we can put new life into the MU within the PEW benefice.









Vivienne Nottley

Autumn Apple Feast

Come and celebrate the beginning of autumn with a 4-course meal – and help raise funds to plant a community orchard in a village in Belarus.

7.00pm for 7.30pm Saturday 4th October
Village Hall, Westbury-sub-Mendip
£15 per head
Raffle and licensed bar

Details from Andrew Buchanan 870404

