NEWS FROM WESTBURY

Church News

Mothering Sunday March 22nd 


The fourth Sunday in Lent is Mothering Sunday, the day in the church calendar when we say thank you to our Mothers, Grandmothers, Great Grandmothers, as well as to Mary, Mother of Jesus. St Lawrence’s will hold a special service of music, readings and prayers, and during the service posies of flowers will be given to all Mothers in the church. Refreshments and Simnel cake will be served after the service. 


Lent Service


The Vicar will lead Compline services on Wednesday March 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th and April 1st at 8pm. In the early church Compline was the final service of the day. Nowadays it is a short service of prayer and silence, particularly apposite given the hustle and bustle of modern life.



‘Churches Together’ Lent Study Group


Dick Coates will host a one-evening a week study group for Lent. The five-week course will follow notes and music prepared by Wells clergyman Ian Mills, with contributions from the Bishop and others. Open to all, not just regular church-goers or worshippers from a particular denomination. This is an excellent group for those who would like to undertake a short period of study without embarking on a long-term commitment !
Mondays, 7.45pm at Old Steps starting on March 2nd. Tel 870 410 for further details.


Easter Services


A planning meeting to organise the Easter Services will be held on March 3rd at 7.45pm at the Old Vicarage. 
Contact Lynda Harding tel 870 267, Megan Moore tel 870 559 or Jo Atkinson tel 870 600 for further details or with your good ideas. 
Newcomers to St Lawrence’s or ‘ once in a while’s’ especially welcome.


PCC AGM


Advance notice that the PCC AGM will be held at St Lawrence’s on April 21st at 7.45pm. 

AWAY Day

The PEW Ministry Team have arranged an AWAY day at Bagley on 28th March. Further details elsewhere in the PEW


Architect to draw up plans for the Church


The PCC will meet on 31st March to discuss the architect’s plans for proposed changes to the fabric of the Church – new kitchen area, re-siting of the font etc. which are on display in the church. Do you like his plans? Is this a good idea? Don’t just grumble; send your views to the PCC before March 24th.


From St Lawrence’s Register


Please remember in your prayers he family of Michael Reeves whose ashes were interred at St Lawrence’s on February 17th 2009.

Please also remember in your prayers those of our congregation who are currently struggling with poor health, and those who devote so much to caring for them.


Nicky Venning
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WESTBURY FRIENDLY SOCIETY

Presents 

A Wine Tasting Evening with a Difference
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An evening of bluff with good wine, food, and company

in

 The Barn

at 

Medlar House

on

Saturday 21st March 2009 commencing at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets £12-00 

These can be obtained from any committee member or the Village Stores

Sustainability

Some PEW readers may be interested to see, and possibly join in with, what Rodney Stoke and Draycott are doing in this area. 

Transition Initiative for Draycott & Rodney Stoke

PLEASE JOIN US! 
Come and listen to a talk about what we can do as a community to beat rising fuel costs and reduce our impact on global warming.

23rd March, Bucklegrove Caravan & Camping Park, Rodney Stoke. 7.30pm
Steve Pritchard (Bath) is involved with the Transition Group there. He also runs a business called Edible Landscapes and will give us some hints about what we can do to reduce our impact on the environment.

22nd April, Bucklegrove Caravan & Camping Park. Rodney Stoke. 7.30pm
Charles Cozens runs a building charity called Ecos who build sustainable homes, run on green energy. He'll be helping us understand more about what we can do with our homes.
Entry free. Buy drinks/tea/coffee at the Bar.

Wedmore are showing the movie "The11th Hour", March 4th at 8pm. Probably at The George.
Donations on the night. Contact them to confirm.

For more details of the Initiative or to go on the mailing list,

email: Neiltransition@communitysoul.co.uk
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Westbury Friendly Society

Dates for your diary:

21st March
Whose Wine is it anyway?  7.30pm in Medlar House Barn.  Call my Bluff format!  Includes supper. Tickets £12 from Committee or the Shop. 

31st March
Deadline for grant applications.  Please use the grant application form obtainable from Peter Bright (870640) or Sue Reece (870618) or the shop.

13th April
Easter Egg Hunt  2.00pm Harding’s Barn, Roughmoor Lane.  Easter Bonnet, decorated eggs, and picture competitions.  Sign up before 7th April at shop or with Peter Bright (870640 or peterbright60@btinternet.com) . 5 and under, 6 to 9, 10 and over, adult groups and prizes.

25th/26th May
Club Day Weekend  Sunday- Fancy dress, Parade and Lunch and Monday on the Field.  Are there any Village Groups who would like a stand on the Field on Monday?  Please let Sue Reece 870618 know.

Reports:

Wassail:  On 10th January a big crowd turned out in the best weather for several years.  Malcolm on the accordion, a new Wassail king and queen were well shepherded through the traditions by the Oak King.  The Langport Mummers produced their traditional play in which St George triumphs, eventually.  A total of £310 was raised.  Thank you to Mick and Buffy for hosting and to Andrew and John, Barry and Sue for their organisation.  
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Westbury Society

7.30pm Thursday 19th March Village Hall

Westbury Society – Sue Caola & Barry Lane

Sue Caola will talk about the Tithe map of Westbury of 1838 and its accompanying schedule which identifies every plot of land and property. She will explain what it is, why it was drawn up and how it provides a wealth of information about our village.
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Burying the Q-pit on Lodge Hill

Barry Lane will describe the excavations that took place last summer on Lodge Hill when a 18th century Q-pit or  whitecoal hearth was discovered.  A first in Somerset! White coal was used in the smelting of lead at the bishop’s minery of St Cuthberts, Priddy.

Admission £2, children free.
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HORSE KEEPING IN THE MENDIP HILLS AREA OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL BEAUTY

GOOD PRACTICE IN PASTURE MANAGEMENT to benefit WILDLIFE, LANDSCAPE CONSERVATION AND HORSE WELFARE

Come along to find out more about good practice in keeping horses healthy & happy whilst helping to look after the beautiful and nationally protected landscape in the Mendip Hills AONB and its diverse wildlife.

·  Expert Presentations & Workshop Discussion

· Advice on the ‘Horsewatch’ Scheme

·  Questions & Answers

Where & When?

Monday 2nd March, Westbury-sub-Mendip Village Hall 
Tuesday 3rd March, Bleadon Youth Club Hall 

7.00 to 9.15 pm
Further Details & Bookings for these FREE EVENTS call the Mendip Hills AONB Service 01761 462338 or email mendiphills@somerset.gov.uk
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Westbury Footlights

Have you all made a date in your diary for the Combined Village School and Footlights production of  ‘RATS’, a musical adaptation of the famous story of the Pied Piper of Hamelin?  The children of the village school are being tutored in rodent ways as well as playing the children of Hamelin city, while more mature members of our village community are working at medieval peasantry, all of course set to music.

The production will be held in the Village Hall on Thursday, Friday and Saturday the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th of April. Tickets priced £6.00 adult and £3.00 children.  Curtain up at 7.30pm, and as usual there will be a bar and for these performances a lucky programme in place of the more usual raffle.

Make a note of these dates your diary now.  Tickets will be on sale from the middle of March and are likely to be in short supply.

A Message from Somerset Wildlife

Dear Friends and Supporters 

On behalf of the Somerset Wildlife Trust I would like to invite you to join us on the 7th of March 2009 for our ‘Wildlife Volunteering Fair’.

This is a very special event made possible as part of the Mendip Hills Living Landscapes project. While we hope to look at the achievements in the Mendips as a focus of the day, we do welcome along anyone to join us. It is an occasion to truly value and celebrate what people can accomplish for nature throughout our county and beyond.

We hope to inspire all those with a fellow interest in wildlife giving a sense of pride to those already volunteering, and encouraging others to join in. Helping us to do so will be Stephen Moss, BBC producer, writer and naturalist. Stephen has kindly agreed to speak at the event about the need for wildlife volunteers, the need to get children back to nature and the sense of belonging that comes with supporting your local area.
This is a free event and includes a buffet lunch but entry will be by booking only so please order your place today to avoid disappointment! Please call me on 01823 652440 or email toria.hare@somersetwildlife.org to order.

There will also be an opportunities fair after lunch where local groups and organisations will be showcasing their volunteering opportunities. It will be a great chance to chat to the leaders of these organisations, and find out more about their work in your area.

Please do let your friends know. We do hope that you will be able to join us for this exciting opportunity to really appreciate and celebrate the incredible volunteer achievements taking place for the benefit of wildlife.

Toria Hare
Community & Volunteering Facilitator

Somerset Wildlife Trust

01823 652440
Funny Moments in the Courtroom 

These are from a book called Disorder in the American Courts, and are things people actually said in court, word for word, taken down and now published by court reporters that had the torment of staying calm while these exchanges were actually taking place. 

ATTORNEY: What was the first thing your husband said to you that morning? 
WITNESS: He said, 'Where am I, Cathy?' 
ATTORNEY: And why did that upset you? 
WITNESS: My name is Susan! 

ATTORNEY: What gear were you in at the moment of the impact? 
WITNESS: Gucci sweats and Reeboks. 
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