Calor Somerset Village of the Year awards presentations

Running order

3:00pm    Arrival and tea/coffee

3:30pm   Welcome and brief introduction of Calor rep Malcolm Beacham

Present DEFRA sponsored Building Community Life category prizes

Following competition support in 2005, Defra has once again provided additional funding this year to enhance the community life element of the competition through the Building Community Life category. Defra’s special aim is to encourage the inclusion of all groups and individuals into the fabric of rural community life –building cohesive and mutually supportive communities

Winsham

The judges felt that Winsham has a warm, inclusive and caring community spirit which is engendered in the huge range of events and clubs on offer for all ages and abilities. The village now has a thriving community shop and post office run by over 20 volunteers that was saved from closure in 2002 and has managed to raise £15,000 within 12 months to save the village hall by paying for vital renovations. The excellent parish-wide communications network also deserves high praise.

Shepton Beauchamp

Shepton Beauchamp demonstrated a real commitment to achieving the best possible quality of life for all its residents through the widely supported Parish Plan. This spawned several active Action Groups that clearly engage with the local community. The judges were especially impressed with levels of youth participation and the level of support for village businesses.

Shipham

Notable mentions that are ‘feathers in Shipham’s cap’ are Lenny’s Coffee Shop run solely by volunteers and a real hub of village life where the judges were clearly bribed with delicious cakes!, the Voluntary Car Scheme which is used by all residents without transport, with a journey taking place most days of the week, the outstanding village hall management and the joint parish magazine ‘Catch This’ which is distributed to residents in the parishes of Axbridge, Shipham and Rowberrow.

Nynehead

You get the feeling with Nynehead that there is no room for complacency after their many previous accolades and awards; as a community they are forward thinking and open to trying new things.One brilliant example is the ambitious production of ‘A Suspension of Disbelief’, a 200th birthday celebration dedicated to Isambard Kingdom Brunel, that was held in the grounds of Nynehead Court in May and involved 7 schools and many members from outside parishes. It was hailed a resounding success. Community plays are just one regular occurrence in the villages’ busy social calendar, which ranges from birdwatching and gardening to cricket and history. A browse through the village newsletter, ‘Nynehead News’, gives a clear indication of the time and commitment given to each and every club. ‘Everyone is welcome’ is a frequent phrase.

North Curry

North Curry is a closeknit, caring community where all groups offer help and support to members and newcomers. The village hall, sports pavilion and MUGA are all well used and open to all. The icing on North Curry’s cake has to be the Community Coffee Shop; the culmination of a barn conversion project which used a grant from Defra’s Rural Enterprise Scheme to create the coffee shop, a hairdressers and house the Parish Council offices. The project was very much about enhancing village life, creating local jobs and putting money back into the community. The coffee shop is run entirely by local volunteers; what’s more, any profits made by the café each year will be given to charities chosen by the volunteers according to the hours that they put in.

Business category winner

Shepton Beauchamp

Shepton have a good range of businesses, with around 40-50 local people employed by them. From a Post Office and General Store to a butchers and craft shop through to industrial units, the village supports and uses each and every one. This is the perfect advert for attracting new businesses and there is an ethos of encouraging and enjoying what businesses bring to the parish. There is almost the feeling of a fully fledged business community running in parallel to the wider community which was noticeable and is clearly valued.

IT Category Winner

Winsham

Winsham have two interesting and informative websites; the parish website has a wealth of information on local events, resources and services, whilst the Winsham Web Museum was created as part of the village’s Golden Jubilee celebrations and contains nuggets of the villages history from the perspectives of different villagers such as farmers, landlords, vicars and schoolteachers. It is brilliantly illustrated throughout and provides a ‘snapshot’ of parish life in the year 2000 in the web edition of the Millenium Book.

Young People Category Winner

Nether Stowey

The village encourages a high standard of facilities and services for under 18’s with lots going on for this age group. There are 2 theatre groups that actively encourage young people to become involved and the recently formed Pavilion Committee has members from the youth club and football clubs who are welcomed to contribute ideas for the new building and fund raising. The Parish Council is also involved with Falcon Housing Association working on extending the provision of affordable homes in the village.

Older People Category Winner

Sampford Brett

The majority of the small population of Sampford Brett is elderly and as a result, villagers have created a strong ethos of care and support as well as having a really great time organising social events and outings. The Village Hall attracts patrons from several surrounding parishes, even coming from Minehead for bellringing practice! Table tennis, dancing, gardening and an archives group are just some of the groups who regularly meet and the Quantocks Towers Benefice deserves praise for its joined up approach with other parishes sharing skills, resources and enthusiasm. 

Environment Winner

Westbury Sub Mendip

Westbury is a shining example of an environmentally sound place to live, work and play. As well as being part of the Parish Paths Partnership and the Countryside Stewardship Scheme, there are litter clearance days organised by the WI, a school wildlife area, tree planting, guided walks, a conservation area, bee keeping, bird nestboxes, not to mention glow worm surveys, recording of native species of mammals, birds, butterflies, reptiles, flora and fauna, you name it, Westbury do it!

I would now like to give out some additional awards to recognise those villages who should also receive praise for outstanding achievement and narrowly missed category prizes. Firstly, this village….

Commended for Building Community Life

Leigh On Mendip

Leigh On Mendip showed a commitment to continually building upon ways of reaching and involving their community; the parish magazine is a valuable starting point for finding out all that is going on. Young people are actively encouraged to participate in sports and social activities like table tennis and short mat bowls and rates are reduced for concerts in the hall. The pub landlord also allows youngsters to play pool in the early evenings. Villagers benefit from a voluntary car scheme, a free weekly bus to Radco and a prescription delivery service. Church social groups covers 3 villages, including the choir. The Village Hall has a healthy number of bookings for everything from Mother and Toddlers through to art classes and yoga. The recreation field and club house are also well utilised.

Commended for Young People and Fostering Community Spirit

Brushford

Judges felt that the community of Brushford was making a positive contribution to the lives of young people in the village by making them feel valued and trusted to take ownership of their facilities and look after them. There is a variety of sports equipment available to loan, as well as a well maintained tarmaced court for tennis and basketball and a superb children’s play area that I thought was fantastic. Funding from Active Exmoor has enabled these facilities to be built, but it was community spirit and determination that secured the money. There are play activities for under 5’s, badminton, tae kwondo, short mat bowls and a well supported youth club with representatives that also attend parish council meetings.

Highly Commended –Sampford Brett Village History and Archive Group

The purpose of the group is to research and record historical information about the village and its residents –both past and present and create a ‘Village Archive’ that can be constantly updated. The group has put together a village history book that is also available on-line, recorded interviews with residents past and present and built up a collection of historical maps and photographs. Current projects include the ‘History of the Mill’, Brewing in the village and the Cider House project which cleared  traditional cider making implements including a press and apple crusher in order to photograph. The aim now is to help the owner restore these items to  a better state and arrange a demonstration.

I would like to commend the Village History and Archive Group for recording and preserving village history in an informative and interesting way.

Highly Commended for Environmental Education

Batcombe

The community of Batcombe is very environmentally focused and they actively involve local children in things like river surveys and encourage them to get close to nature. Links have been forged with schools in the surrounding parishes, with interest in setting up nature studies and field trips.

So now what you’ve all been waiting for, as one villager said, the tension is ‘ worse than Strictly Come Dancing’!!

Best Small Village

Nynehead

Nynehead have enthusiasm, dedication, creativity and sustainability in abundance. The judges were unanimous that this village deserved the accolade of Best Small Village  for a number of reasons. The level of energy that goes into organising the array of events that supplement the regular clubs and societies is fantastic. I’ve already mentioned the Brunel play, but other equally worthy mentions include; a successful production by the  Amateur Dramatic Society of ‘Beauty and the Beast’, an Under 5’s Easter Egg Hunt and Teddy Tombola,  the work of the Nynehead and District Local History Society and the Nynehead Park Conservation Project. The brilliant ‘Nynehead News’ conveys great the community spirit with which everything is executed in this friendly Somerset village.

Best Medium Village

Westbury Sub Mendip

What struck the judges about this village was its collective strengths across all six categories making it the strongest ‘all-rounder’ in our estimation. The excellent information booklet for residents really is second-to-none, covering every facet of community life. The list of subscribers on the inside page alone is testament to the high level of interest in this Mendip community, but the pages are packed with comprehensive general information, clubs and societies which includes the Friendly Society and the Footlights, the Church, Sport and Leisure which includes Robert Glanvile PF Trust and Shamrock Stables Riding Club, Educational Facilities, Local History with everything from the conservation area to the quarry and the Environment, which was highlighted as best in category. The church, school, village hall, shop and PO and parish council all have key roles in enhancing the quality of life for residents of WSM. Fetes, fancy dress parades, strawberry teas and theatre visits are just some of the highly successful events that have taken place over the last 12 months with more and more creative ideas coming to fruition all the time. Well done Westbury Sub Mendip!

Best Large Village

North Curry

North Curry is an attractive village aesthetically but also in its community ethos. From its attractive and informative welcome leaflet to the footpaths around the parish leaflet, there is a good communications network in the parish. In the last year the website and welcome booklet have been updated, village signposts have been refurbished, more affordable housing units have been gained, new play equipment has been acquired in the playing fields, safer entrances have been added for the school, gained two more commercial and one office unit in the Stable Barn –now coffee shop, hairdressers and PC office, Queens Square Gardens has been refurbished with plants and new seats and a reliable, cleaner, cheaper bus service has been acquired to name just some of the communities achievements. A Geranium show, ‘Weaving on Sticks’ and pottery courses are a few of the recent events and activities. Links between North Curry Primary School, the VH Management Committee and PF Man. Committee are strong and NC Society has just finished two major achievements, the first being obtaining storage space for many historical photographs and memorabilia of the Parish which are now stored in The Loft of the Stable Barn. Secondly a Village Map has been created by local craftspeople, checked by local historians and transferred on to a steel plate and placed on a stone base in the Village Green for all to see.

Overall Somerset Calor Village of the Year

Westbury Sub Mendip 

What the judges were looking for here was a village who, as well as addressing the needs of their local community and plans for their future, could also represent Somerset on the national stage. We believe Westbury Sub Mendip is strong across the board in all six categories, with links to businesses, the primary school, an effective parish council and passionate members of village groups from environmental conservation and keep fit through to the Friendly Society and church groups. A lot of time is spent nurturing and developing individual and collective talents which is most impressive. Judges were also impressed with a thorough, creative and inspiring presentation which raised the bar even further after some excellent presentations earlier in the shortlist day. This village really left a considerable impression on the judges.

A Somerset advocate through and through, I would like to announce the 2006 Calor Somerset Village of the Year as……….WESTBURY SUB MENDIP!!!

