WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Notes of a meeting held on 9 October 2006 with Cluttons

re: Court House Farm development

Present: Ros Wyke (Chair of PC), Tony Thompson (Councillor),  Barry Lane (Clerk), Les Moore (PCC) with Christopher Jowett & Bob Hull (Cluttons).

Apologies for absence were received from Clare Rice (St. Lawrence’s School).

CJ, representing Cluttons the agents for the Church Commissioners, owners of Court Farm  reported that they had revised their plans to take into account a number of comments made at the meeting last October, including bringing the new school & village hall together. They had discussed these plans with MDC earlier this year & had decided not to proceed with a formal application at this time, mainly because MDC had indicated that they did not need more housing to meet the current allocations and that any substantial development should take place around existing towns. Cluttons had therefore decided to try to influence the emerging new planning policy -  the forthcoming Local Development Framework (LDF) and had made a submission to the LDF Core Strategy consultation.  MDC were due to publish following their consultation a draft Core Strategy during October and Cluttons anticipated that they would be responding to it. The nature of the final agreed Core Strategy document due at the end of the year would influence their future course of action.

It was noted that MDC has indicated that they will be lobbying for a higher allocation of housing within the District when the review of the Regional Spatial Strategy takes place. Their lobbying will be supported in part because the recent published new Department of Communities and Local Government (DCLG) had shown forecasts of 12000 new households for Mendip 2006-2026. The current new housing allocation for Mendip for this period is 7250 new homes.

In response to CJ’s request on local developments RW reported that the School was moving forward with its own site development plans, and the Village Hall was also undertaking major improvements with outside grants. She stressed that the village needed to have a statement from Cluttons as to their future intentions as the proposals they had put forward were creating a planning blight and providing uncertainty in the community.

CJ pressed to know what the feelings of the Parish Council & community were to their proposed project. RW responded by saying that the Parish Council did not have a view as no formal proposal had been made, and although the community were being kept informed with detailed minutes of any meetings, there was little concrete information upon which the community could have a view. However she indicated that the Parish Plan  (with its 87% response rate) had recorded a resounding 82% opposed to large groups of housing. BL agreed to send a copy of the Plan to Cluttons.

CJ agreed to send a copy of Cluttons submission to MDC’s Core Strategy paper and to send information about the DCLG’s recent household forecast figures. He indicated that he might be able to provide a statement for the village in the New Year following the publication of Mendip District Council’s agreed LDF’s Core Strategy document.

END

