APRIL 2002
Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on 11 April 2002
Present: L.A.Moore (Chairman), B.Haslam (Vice-Chairman), K.J.French, R.D.Healey, P.M.Love, A.J.Thompson, A.R.Wyke.
In attendance: B.J.Lane (Clerk), B.Livings (County Councillor, for part of the meeting) and 5 members of the public.
Apologies were received from S.D.Harrison (District Councillor).
Declarations of interest were received from Cllrs Wyke for item 7d (who left the meeting for this item), French for item 7a & Thompson for item 7e (who left the meeting for this item).
Minutes of the Meeting of 14 March 2002 were signed as a true record after the following amendments were agreed: 
· Omit Cllr Wyke
· Cllr Wyke reported that the budget for road safety would be spent on 30mph limits in settlements throughout the county and on 20mph limits near schools on main roads.
· 2703 should read Slowland Batch to Broad Road
Matters arising from the Minutes:
Road surfaces and signs Cllrs Thompson & French had completed their survey and had produced a draft report which had been e-mailed to all members. They would complete it by adding priorities for action for the next meeting. Clerk to meet Atkins.
Surface water drainage The previous Clerk had written to Atkins but no reply had been received to date. New Clerk to chase.
Playing field Cllr Haslam reported that work was in hand and would be completed for Club Day, but indicated that there were likely to be additional costs for concrete. It was agreed that these might be met from the Jubilee allocation.
Heavy vehicles and A371 Cllrs Haslam & Wyke had attended SCC Executive Committee on 8 April at which the Roads Review Phase 2 Outcomes report had been discussed. It had been agreed that the Wells to Cheddar route would be considered for a traffic management scheme. The Feasibility Study would commence this year and involve local consultation. Work was scheduled for 2003-6. Cllr Livings and MDC were thanked for all the help they had given throughout. Cllr Livings added that the SCC had agreed to fund the cyclepath study.
Cllr Wyke reported that the cyclepath group was planning to become more public shortly to involve the whole village.
Cllr Wyke also reported that a group of N.Somerset villages were asking for a temporary weight restriction on their main road which was likely to divert heavy traffic towards the A371. The Cheddar Valley Parishes Group would be responding to the proposal
2707 Mortar pits The previous Clerk had received verbal assurance that the area would be attended to as a priority but no letter had been received to confirm this. The new Clerk to contact the Mendip officer for waste disposal and Cllr.Harrison about an initiative to improve the landscaping of recycling areas.
2708 Golden Jubilee Cllr. French reported on progress made by Mrs. Schroeder and Mrs.Limond and reported that the organisers had said that they would not go ahead unless the Parish Council agreed to offer them £1500 towards the costs. Under these circumstances the Council agreed that up to £1500 should be offered to enable the celebration to go ahead but that priority should be given in the use of Council funds for the necessary infrastructure and lamb roast. The Council asked that a budget be submitted to the next meeting . Cllr.Wyke suggested the possibility of a grant from SCC for Jubilee activities and she would initially pursue this.
AGENDA ITEMS
Mendip District Council & Somerset County Council
Cllr Livings asked whether the Council’s Your Somerset was being delivered to all locally. Few members present had seen it. Cllr Livings also clarified a point of concern in the new Code of Conduct whereby members were required to declare gifts. This only applied to gifts received in connection with Council business.
Standing orders and Code of Conduct
After discussion the Council agreed to adopt, from 1 May 2002, the Model Code of Conduct that had been circulated. The Clerk to report this to MDC. It was also agreed that the Clerk should keep a Register of Declarations and Interests.The Clerk was also asked to prepare Standing Orders based upon the model provided by SALC that was circulated at the meeting.
New noticeboard
Cllr Wyke reported progress in obtaining quotations for a new board and the Clerk was asked to investigate whether planning permission was required.
Planning
24 Stoneleigh – single storey rear dining room extension.
No objection.
The Workshop, Duck Lane – extension to existing garage workshop to form tyre & parts store.
No objection.
Medlar House, The Square – single storey extension to rear.
No objection.
Gransden, Top Road – renewal of consent 036368/001 erection of single dwelling & double garage and construction of vehicular access.
No objection.
Lodge Hill Industrial Estate – temporary use of land for storage in connection with Reflex plant in unit 8 [retrospective].
A number of residents in Station Road, Bell Close and Lodge Hill had complained that the current use of this site for storage was visually intrusive and was generating an unacceptable level of heavy traffic. At a vote four members objected and two abstained. Cllr Thompson, having declared an interest was not present for this item.
MDC was asking for suggestions to put to the developers for the naming of the new close off Lodge Hill. It was agreed to recommend the name Blacklock Close, after John Blacklock who farmed from Lodge Hill Farm formerly on the site in 1634.

Approval
Clover Hill House – conversion of outbuilding to ancillary accommodation.
Finance
It was resolved that the following cheques and letter be signed by the Chairman and Vice-Chairman:
H.W.Gillian £333.00 salary
H.W.Gillian £43.21 imprest
SALC £128.63 annual subscription
Lloyds TSB transfer of £510 from deposit to current account
Correspondence and information
SCC – Rights of Way Survey. Cllr Thompson offered to assist.
Parish Warden scheme – Rural Safety Initiative. Invitations to meetings on 17 April at Henton, and on 27 April at Bridgwater.
Somerset Agriculture Advisory Service newsletter. Circulate
SCC – Highway Related Matters. The Clerk to be the Parish Contact.
DEFRA – circular letter from the Minister for Rural affairs. Circulate.
DEFRA– Campaign against the illegal poisoning of wildlife. Circulate
SALC – Governance & Accountability update. Circulate.
Mendip in Bloom invitation. Noted.
Mendip Hills AONB seminar – Strategy for the Historic Environment 4 May. Circulate.
Audit Commission – External audit arrangements from April 2002. Circulate.
MDC Agenda for 9 April meeting of the Shepton Mallet/Wells Area Board. Circulate.
Avon & Somerset Police Authority – Annual Policing Plan 2002/3. Circulated.
SCC – Roads Review Phase 2 Outcomes. Circulate.
Next meetings
The next meetings will be the Annual Parish Meeting followed by the Annual Council Meeting on the same evening on 23 May at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. The future meetings of the Parish Council will take place on 13 June, 11 July, 12 September, 10 October, 14 November and 12 December.
Signed by the Chairman on 23 May 2002 as a true record.
