WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall 

at 7.30pm on 17 July 2003

Present: B.Haslam (Chairman), G.Neale, A.J.Thompson , H.M.West & A.R.Wyke.

In attendance: B.J.Lane (Clerk), A.Glanvile (District Councillor) and one member of the public who spoke before item 1 and then left.

1. Apologies were received from Cllr.Livings (County Councillor).

2. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda.

Cllr. Wyke declared a non-prejudicial interest as an elected member of the Mendip Hills Partnership.

3. To confirm the Minutes of the meeting of 19 and 24 June 2003.

The Minutes were signed as a correct record subject to changing “still be a shortfall of funds” in Minute 8 – 2704 Playing Field of 19 June to “be less money for equipment”.

4. To consider matters arising from the Minutes

There were no matters arising.

5. SCC & MDC matters

Cllr. Glanvile reported that MDC had now drawn up a budget with projected savings that might be redistributed elsewhere. Encouraging tourism for the local economy was one priority. MDC representation on all other bodies was being reviewed for its relevance and proposals for training councillors in Planning matters were nearly completed. Cllr, Wyke expressed disappointment that Wells Leisure Centre had not received funds for improvements.

6. 2702/3 Road surfaces & signs

The Clerk was asked to write again to Highways Services about the water entering properties on Top Road after rain. The absurdity of the cleaning of verges the day after the resurfacing was noted with dismay, as was resurfacing without filling potholes.

7. 2704 Playing Field

Cllr.Thompson reported that the skateboard base had been laid, and the fence and path completed. Quotations for equipment were awaited after consultations with users over priorities. Delivery was likely to take 8 – 12 weeks.

8. 2705 A371 Feasibility Study

The Chairman expressed his disappointment at the lack of publicity provided by SCC/Atkins for the important consultation due to begin on 22 July for the week. All councillors were encouraged to attend the special meeting on Monday 21 July in the Village Hall at 7.00pm. 

9. 2723 Parish Plan

The Council agreed retrospectively to the constitution prepared by and for the Steering Group. Following a question by Cllr.Wyke the Clerk reported that the application to the Countryside Agency had not included any aspect of a Design Statement. Cllr.Wyke hoped that any unspent money from the grant would be allocated to work on a Design Statement since there were no alternatives grants available. It was agreed that it was important to prepare a Statement following the adoption of the Parish Plan.

10. 2691 Neighbourhood Watch

Cllr. Wyke reported that a new Inspector had been appointed in Wells and members agreed that it would be useful if the Community Police Vehicle could also visit Stoneleigh.

11. 2733 Parish Caretaker

As no formal application had been received it was agreed to extend the deadline.

12. 2738 Emergency Planning

It was agreed to arrange the first meeting of the Emergency Team in late September/October even though not all village organisations had yet responded to the invitation to appoint a representative.

13. 2740 Stoneleigh footpaths

Cllr. Neale reported that Mendip Housing had completed works to their property, but that there were still footpaths whose ownership was disputed.

14. 2744 Footpaths

The Clerk reported that he had spoken with Clare Haskins at MDC about the several problems and she would look into them. It was suggested that she should be invited to report back to the Council and the public at a meeting in the autumn.

15. 2745 The Quality Parish Council Scheme

The Clerk reported on the AQA training scheme for parish clerks and indicated that it might cost the Council about £430 spread over two financial years. Members supported the idea in principle provided that funds were available.

16. 2746 Parish News

Cllrs. Wyke & West were thanked for their efforts in producing the first issue which would be distributed to all homes in the village in time to promote the A371 consultation. As requested Cllr.Wyke had spoken to Mr. Mogford of The Pew in advance of the publication of the newsletter and he had welcomed the Council’s initiative.
17. 2748 Special Project for 2003/4 – Welcome Pack

Members were asked to put their ideas on paper for contents of a pack for consideration at a later meeting, together with a list of recent arrivals in the village.

18. 2749 Mendip Hills AONB

The excellent Draft Management Plan, including reference to the quarry, had been circulated. It was agreed that as half the village was included in the area of the AONB it would be a good idea to ask someone to come to speak about its work at a Parish Meeting.

19. Planning matters for consideration

a. Supplementary Planning Guidance for Design. Draft proposals had been circulated and the Clerk was asked to respond on two matters. Firstly, that applicants should be required to submit plans on up-to-date maps as this was not always the case. Secondly, that Section 4 should make explicit reference to village Design Statements.

b. Application to fell trees at East Lodge, Station Road. No objections.

c. Application to change use of Ramspits field barn to educational use. No objections, but the Clerk to enquire why toilets were not required.

d. Future of Lodge Hill Industrial Park. It was agreed that the Council would seek a formal meeting with the site owners to discuss their short and long term plans, as the first of a series of meetings to ensure clearer understanding of all points of view.

20. Planning permissions to be noted

Permissions to fell 5 Leylandii at Anjou, Lynch Lane and to undertake works to the walnut tree at 1 Glencott, The Hollow were noted.

21. Finance matters for noting and approval

a. The following payments were noted:


Cheque no.000310 to Allianz Cornhill of £380.19 for insurance


Cheque no.000311 to B.J.Lane of £392.66 for salary


Cheque no.000312 to B.J.Lane of £118.00 for Parish Plan work

b. Budget & actual expenditure April to June 2003. The Clerk circulated and explained the figures, noting that expenditure was close to budget and the figures were approved. The Council also agreed that there were sufficient funds for the Clerk to embark on his training scheme, provided that the costs did not eceed £430 over two years.

22. Reports on meetings attended

There were no reports.

23. Correspondence & information received & circulated

There were no comments.

24. Items for the next Agenda

The following items were agreed to be on the Agenda of the next meeting – Planning applications and the A371 consultation.

25. Dates of the next meetings were confirmed as Thursday 31 July and 18 September 2003.

Signed by the Chairman on 31 July 2003 as a correct record.

Barry Lane, Clerk

2 Glencott, The Hollow, Westbury-sub-Mendip, Wells  BA5 1HH

01749 870457

barry.j.lane@btopenworld.com
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