WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall 

at 7.30pm on 18 September 2003

Present: B.Haslam (Chairman), G.Neale, A.J.Thompson , H.M.West & A.R.Wyke.

In attendance: B.J.Lane (Clerk),) and three members of the public for the open forum.

1. Apologies were received from B.Livings (County Councillor) & A.Glanvile (District Councillor).

2. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda.

There were no declarations of interest in items on the Agenda.

3. To confirm the Minutes of the meeting of 31 July 2003.

The Minutes were signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

4. To consider matters arising from the Minutes

There were no matters arising.

5. SCC & MDC matters

There were no reports on SCC or MDC matters.

6. Parish Council vacancies

The Clerk reported that he had not yet received definitive advice on the proper procedures to be followed to fill the current vacancies. He would report to the next meeting.

7. 2702/3 Road surfaces & signs

The Council decided not to pursue the issues of the exposed stone on the edge of Lynch Lane opposite Longlands Lane, nor the road markings at the junction of Lynch Lane and Slowland Lane. Cllr. Wyke asked that Top Road drainage works be given a higher priority by the Highways dept. and that the new Back Lane sign be moved to the bottom of the lane itself, where it had been ordered. A request had been received by the Clerk that the Easton Millenium stone be moved to close to the bridge as delivery vehicles were mistakenly believing that they had left the village before actually doing so. The Clerk was asked to pursue this with the Highways Dept. and Easton Parish Council. 

8. 2704 Playing Field

It was noted that the Committee was about £800 short of its target of about £8000 which would enable it to commission the Phase 1 installation of equipment.

9. 2705 A371 Feasibility Study

The chairman reported he had been in touch with David Greenhalgh of

SCC who advised that the meeting to report the feedback from the feasibility


study would now be at the end of October instead of September as originally

promised.

10. 2723 Parish Plan

It was reported that 22 volunteers had distributed about 800 questionnaires, which were due to be collected by 22 September. The Council would, in due course, receive a draft report. The Clerk reported that the costs were well within budget.

11. 2691 Neighbourhood Watch

A public meeting was due to be held in Wells in the near future.

12. 2733 Parish Caretaker

Positive comments had been received about the work of the new caretaker and the Clerk reported that formal training would be available in the near future.

13. 2738 Emergency Planning

Cllrs. Thompson and Neale agreed to co-ordinate a meeting of all those who had expressed an interest.

14. 2746 Parish News

It was agreed that the next issue should appear at the end of October.

15. 2748
Welcome Pack

It was agreed that the next issue of the Parish News should include an invitation for an individual or organisation to come forward to organise a Welcome Pack. The Parish Council would offer its assistance.

16. 2750 Speed Management Policy

All councillors were encouraged to respond individually to the questionnaire.

17. Planning matters for consideration

a. MDC Planning Dept. Open Day. Councillors agreed to meet at MDC at 3.00pm on 25 September to participate in this information day.

b. Application for the removal of Condition 02 from Consent 114326/000 to allow use of approved holiday accomodation as permanent dwelling (cat A) at Glebe Barn, Hannahs Lane. There were no objections.

c. Application for the Diversion of Public Path WS 13/25 at Meadway Farm. There were no objections.

The following items were noted: 

d. Permission granted for Temporary change of use to external storage area for Unit 8, Lodge Hill Industrial Park. No reasons for the Council’s rejection of advice from both the Parish Council and MDC officers were available.

e.   Permission granted to fell trees at East Lodge, Lodge Hill House.

f. Permission granted to fell tree at Medlar House, The Square.

g. Permission granted for the change of use of Ramspits Field Barn to educational use.

h. Permission granted for conversion of garage to residential accomodation at East Lodge, Station Road.

i. Application for conversion of barn at Old Ditch Farm, Lynch Lane withdrawn.
18. Finance matters for noting and approval

The following payments were noted and approved:

a. Cheque no.000315 to SLCC for £130.00 for training pack

b. Cheque no.000316 to St.Andrews Press for £277.00 for Parish Plan Questionnaire

c. Cheque no.000318 to Gillian Neale for £30.12 for Parish Plan catering

d. Cheque no.000319 to Barry Lane for £392.66 for salary July to September 2003

e. Cheque no.000320 to Jackie Allen for £50.00 for caretaker work 11 Aug – 12 Sept.

f. Cheque no.000321 to Sign & Design for £61.10 for Parish Plan banner

g. Donations. The Council discussed applications for donations and agreed to the following:

Westbury Playing Field – to guarantee the £800 required to fund Phase 1.

First Responder scheme - £200.

Wells Citizens Advice Bureau - £200.

Air Ambulance - £200.

19. Reports on meetings attended

Cllr. Wyke reported on a Mendip Hills AONB meeting at which “gateway signs” were discussed. Westbury has two “gateways” – via Broad Road and Dearleap.

20. Correspondence & information received & circulated

There were no matters for discussion.

21. Items for the next Agenda

The following items were agreed to be on the Agenda of the next meeting – tree at The Old Vicarage, Parish News & village information board.

22. Date of the next meeting was confirmed as Thursday 16 October 2003.

These Minutes were signed by the Chairman as a correct record on 16 October.

Barry Lane, Clerk
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