WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on 20 May 2004.

Present: B. Haslam (Chairman), R. Healey, G. Neale, A.B.Shepherd, A.J.Thompson, H. West & R.Wyke.

In attendance: - B.J.Lane (Clerk) & Cllr.Livings (County Councillor) for items 1-22 . 

1. Apologies were received from Cllr.Glanvile (District Councillor).

2. Election of Chairman & Vice Chairman. Cllr. Haslam was unanimously elected Chairman and Cllr.Wyke Vice Chairman for the year.

3. Declaration of Acceptance of Office. Cllr. Haslam read and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Chairman, witnessed by the Clerk, the Proper Officer of the Council.

4. Declarations for the Register of Interests, & of Gifts and Hospitality. The Clerk reminded all councillors that they needed to amend their declarations if any relevant circumstances had changed since their last declarations.
5. Representatives to other bodies. Cllrs. Neale & Wyke were unanimously elected to represent the Parish council on the Village Hall Committee and Cllrs. Thompson and West on the Playing Fields Committee.
6. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda. There were no declarations.

7. To confirm the Minutes of the meeting of 15 April 2004. The Minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record, subject to the addition of Cllr. West to the list of those present.

8. Matters arising. There were no matters arising for report.

9. SCC & MDC matters. There were no matters to report.

10.  2702/3 Road surfaces & signs. The Clerk reported his lack of progress in achieving new signage to warn traffic of the school and Cllr. Wyke suggested contacting Andy Combes. The Stancomb Lane sign had been ordered but not yet erected. There had been complaints about the mud on The Hollow.

11. 2704 Playing Field. The new skateboard area was being frequently used and had generated few complaints. The Lodge Hill area was certainly quieter. Increase useage had also increased the litter. A sign would also be erected to advise parents of their own responsibilities. Fundraising was continuing and 13 stewards were being trained for Glastonbury Festival. 
12. 2705 A371 Feasibility Study. Cllr. Livings reported that about £250,000 would be committed to A371 improvements in this current year with work probably starting in the autumn. Revised drawings were being prepared of detailed works which would be presented to the Steering Group in due course. Richard Needs of SCC was also seeking a meeting with the cyclepath group.

13. 2723 Parish Plan. A draft summary of responses to the questionnaire was being prepared and would be presented to the Parish Council before the public exhibition in July.

14. 2691 Neighbourhood Watch. Cllr. Wyke reported on two recent crimes in Draycott and Rodney Stoke and advised everyone to be alert to leaving accessible windows and doors open while in the garden.

15. 2733 Parish Caretaker. The Clerk reported that the caretaker was now back at work. The Council agreed that it was inappropriate to offer sick pay, as the weekly earnings were below the legal threshold.

16. 2751 Village Display Board. Cllr. Wyke reported on the funding opportunities to involve the community in creating parish guides and maps. It was agreed to suggest that the idea should be included in the Parish Plan.

17. 2753 Church Notice Board. It was agreed to proceed with repairs to the notice board. The Chairman offered to pay for the materials required.

18. 2746 Parish News. It was agreed that the next issue to be distributed before the end of June should include the following items – Parish Plan (BH), A371 (RW), footpaths & stiles (TT), cyclepath (RW), Annual Parish Meeting (BH), Emergency Planning (TT), new Planning procedures (BH), skateboard area (HW) & village website (BH).

19.  2754 Access to Broadband. The Clerk reported that the trigger level for Westbury was 200 and that only 132 people had registered so far. It was agreed to put a notice in the next Parish News.

20.  2755 Revision of Standing Orders. The Clerk proposed the adoption of Standing Orders that excluded all the paragraphs referring to financial matters as these were now dealt with more fully in the Financial regulations recently approved. The Council agreed to the revisions.

21.  2756 Draft Community Strategy for Mendip. It was agreed to respond to the consultation request saying that the strategy was too urban in emphasis. 40% of the population of Mendip lived in rural areas. The strategy did not place enough importance on public transport, cyclepaths and secondary medical care services. It was also agreed that the Clerk should alert Mendip to the development of the Parish Plan and that a summary of questionnaire responses would be sent to them after the next meeting.

22.  2757 Wells & District Hospital Support Group. The Council had been asked to send some representatives to a meeting of this group with Wells City Council. It was agreed that Cllr.Wyke would accept this invitation and the Clerk was asked to remind the group of the results of the autumn poll.

23. Planning matters for consideration. There were none.

24. Finance matters for approval.

a. The Council approved the Receipts and Payments Account for the Year ending 31 March 2004 after the Clerk had responded to a number of questions.

b. The Council approved the Summary of Balances as at 31 March 2004 presented by the Clerk.

c. The Council approved the Section 1 – Statement of Accounts of the Annual Return for 2003/4 and agreed that the Section 2 – Statement of Assurance should also be signed by the Chairman and Clerk on the Council’s behalf.

d. The Council discussed revised valuations for the Council’s annual insurance policy and agreed to the figures proposed in the circulated paper.

e. Cheque no.000375 for £57.00 to A. Buchanan and cheque no.000376 for £43.00 to R.A. Fisher for materials for improving the area around the transformer in The Square. These sums to be paid out of the £100 received from Western Power and the Clerk was asked to write to thank all who had contributed to the work in The Square.

25.  Finance matters for noting. The receipt of £25 from Helen West for the hire of marquees and of £399.99 from the Wells and District Hospital Support Group were noted.

26. Reports on meetings attended. Cllr. Wyke reported that she had attended a meeting of the School Governors and had raised the matter of the security lights.

27. To consider correspondence and information received. It was reported that the Women’s Institute had started work on a Welcome Pack and that the Village Hall Committee were to re-plaster parts of the interior walls and also repaint the walls. 

28. Items for the next Agenda. No particular matters were requested.

29. Date of the next meeting – 17 June 2004

Signed by the Chairman on 17 June 2004 as a correct record.
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