WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Special Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Stoneleigh Community Hall  at 7.30pm on 21 October 2003

Present: B.Haslam (Chairman), G.Neale, A.J.Thompson, A.R.Wyke.

In attendance: B.J.Lane (Clerk).

1. Apologies were received from H.M.West & Cllr.Livings (County Councillor). 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda.

Cllrs.Haslam and Thompson declared an interest in the item A371 Feasibility Study, both having properties adjacent to the road.
3. 2705 A371 Feasibility Study

The Council agreed to consider the issues raised by the public consultation of the A371proposals under 6 headings, as follows.

Road Classification. The Council welcomed the proposal to change the road from an A classification to B, while recognising that this would take time to reduce the volume of through traffic.

Cross area. The Council was unanimous in their view that the proposals did not adequately address the key aspects of this area, which include provision of at least 2 short term parking spaces for the shop and hairdressers, space for school coaches and local buses to pick up and drop off passengers, access to School Lane for large farm vehicles, protection of the Cross, an important heritage structure and controlled road crossing near the shop for pedestrians. The Council also felt that the visual design for the cross area was inappropriate for a village setting, feeling very urban or city in character. The Council wished to see fresh proposals that would properly consider all the issues raised.

Speed limits. It was agreed that it would be preferable to achieve speed reduction at the centre of the village by a range of physical measures rather than 20mph formal speed limits; for example removing centre lines, width reduction, gateways, roadside footpaths, etc. The Council was unconvinced by the 40mph buffer zones and would prefer to see countdown signs to the 30mph zone. It was also agreed that the eastern gateway at “Edenmount” on the Wells Road needed to include a flashing speed sign and warnings of road narrowing and sharp bends. Attention also needed to be given to measures to avoid Top Road becoming a ‘rat run’ to the village centre.

Footpaths along the A371. The roadside footpaths were generally welcomed and an additional one required from Top Road to Pound Cottage at Hollybrook. Footpath access was also required from the A371 Stoke Road into Stoneleigh, in the area of “Mendip View”.

Hollybrook. The Council asked that consideration be given to installing a shuutle system with traffic lights at Hollybrook, as proposed for  Easton Bridge.

Cyclepath. The Council was extremely disappointed at the lack of progress with the off road multi-user path, which was a priority for many villagers. It was agreed that a timetable for consultation with all landowners should be requested as soon as possible.

4. Date of the next meeting was agreed as 20 November 2003

Signed by the Chairman on @0 November as a correct record.
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