WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Stoneleigh Hall 

at 7.30pm on 24 June 2003

Present: B.Haslam (Chairman), G.Neale, A.J.Thompson, H.M.West, A.R.Wyke.

In attendance: B.J.Lane (Clerk) and 14 members of the public.

1. Apologies were received from A.Glanvile (District Councillor).

2. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda.

There were no declarations of interest in items on the Agenda.

3. Planning matter for consideration

Application from Lloyds Property Developments for a Temporary change of use to external storage for Unit 8, Lodgehill Industrial Park.

Cllr. Thompson gave a brief history of previous applications and explained that he had been asked to represent the views of the Council and many of the parishioners at the Area Board meeting at which the previous application had been rejected by MDC. As this new application was materially the same as previous applications he saw no reason to change his own view. However he hoped it would be possible to assist the owners to move the currently stored materials away as quickly as possible.

Cllr. Wyke supported the Industrial Park in so far as it provided local employment but believed there was a need for constructive discussion with the site owners about its future use and development. She was particularly concerned about setting planning precedence for storage and distribution on the site. Her objections to the application remained unchanged as the application itself was not materially different.

Cllr. Neale believed that temporary permission should be granted as the owners had indicated that the materials would be removed to another site within 12 months.

Cllr. West said that she accepted the arguments put forward by Cllrs. Thompson and Wyke, and by members of the public present, against the application and also believed that more public discussion about the future of the Industrial Park should take place.

The Chairman reported briefly on the earlier meeting with the applicants and said that as the level of traffic movements was relatively low, that another site for all the stored materials would shortly become available, and that there was a general trend on the site for use becoming lighter industry and business, that he would support the application. The owners had agreed to enter into consultations over the future of the site, which he welcomed.

The Chairman asked for a vote. Cllrs. Thompson, West and Wyke voted against the application, and Cllrs. Haslam  and Neale for the application.

It was then agreed that, should MDC be minded to grant temporary permission, they should be asked to impose conditions that would ensure that the level of distribution would be reduced below the current level and the materials permanently removed as soon as possible.

The next meeting of the Parish Council would discuss how best to ensure a better understanding between the site owners, the Parish Council and parishioners.
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