
WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

DRAFT
Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall 

at 7.30pm on 10 October 2002

Present:
Cllrs. B.Haslam (Chairman), K.J.French, P.M.Love, A.J.Thompson & A.R.Wyke.

In attendance: B.J.Lane (Clerk), S.D.Harrison (District Councillor) for items 1 - 18, & 4 members of the public.

1. Apologies were received from Cllrs. L.A.Moore (Vice-Chairman), R.D.Healey, & B.Livings (County Councillor).

2. Declarations of interest.

Cllr.Wyke declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 11- SCC Rights of Way.

3. The Minutes of the Meeting of 12 September 2002 were signed by the Chairman as a true record.

4. Matters arising from the Minutes:

a.2725 Back Lane renaming. The clerk reported the steps he had taken with MDC and members accepted that they had no objections to the name Drapple Lane. However the clerk was asked to check that the full stretch from Old Ditch to Freehill was to be renamed.

b.2731 Cyclepath. There was nothing to report.

c.Insurance of Marker Stones. The clerk reported on the response from SCC concerning unlimited cover and agreed to accept the current position.

5. Mendip District Council matters

Cllr.Harrison reported that dry waste collection in Westbury should commence early in 2003, accompanied by an education programme. Its effect on the recycling facilities at Mortar Pits would be monitored.

6. 2702/3 Road surfaces & signs

SCC’s response concerning the drain at the corner of Perch Hill and Top Road, and the identification of surface defects was noted. The clerk was asked to set up another meeting with SCC/Atkins to pursue matters. The damage to the Cross caused by a school bus was reported and the clerk asked to contact the relevant parties.

7. 2704 Playing Field

Cllr.Thompson reported on a recent meeting of the committee and that over £6000 had been raised towards the skateboard area. Detailed quotations for the work were now being sought and it was hoped that work could begin shortly. A letter from TCL Consulting Ltd. was circulated and noted.

The clerk was asked to write to the committee indicating the Council’s full support for the project and requesting detailed drawings, estimates, etc. so that the Council could consider making a donation. Cllr.Wyke offered to help the committee make other funding applications.

The Council also authorised the commission of Richard Williams to build the stone seat by the railway canopy for the sum of £400 plus materials.

8. 2705 A371

The clerk had yet to write to the various parties with the Council’s views and proposals.

9. 2707 Mortar Pits

The rather unsatisfactory response from SCC was received and noted, and Cllr.Harrison asked to be sent a copy.

10. 2718 Noticeboards

It was agreed to move the new board to Stoneleigh and to commission a second larger board to be placed by the shop, provided that its cost was in line with the one just delivered.

11. 2721a. SCC Rights of Way

Cllr.Thompson distributed copies of his report on all the paths in the parish for discussion at the next meeting. He also presented the consultation papers from the Countryside Agency  for Registered Common land & Open Country. These should be made available for public comment. Puzzlement rather than any objections was expressed over the diversion of the footpath at Lynchcombe.

12. 2723 Parish Plan

The Chairman reported that a letter had been sent to all village organisations asking them to return comments by the end of November. The next step would be to set up a steering group after the December Council meeting.

13. 2727 Churchyard issues

The clerk reported that he had established that maintenance of the open churchyard was the responsibility of the PCC and that the Parish Council had no obligation to fund any necessary work. However the Council had agreed to replace the £200 burial grant withdrawn last year by MDC. It was agreed that a condition of offering this grant would be that the PCC agreed to identify this sum clearly in the annual audited accounts of the Churchyard Fund.

14. 2691 Neighbourhood Watch

Cllr.Wyke advised the Council of the recent burglaries and a warning notice had been put up on the notice board. 

15. 2728 DEFRA letter of 2 September

The clerk was asked to investigate how the Council had been rated in the recent review.

16. 2729 First Responder Scheme

Cllr.Wyke offered to publicise the need for volunteers in The Pew and on the website.

17. 2730 Citizens Advice Bureau letter of August

Cllr.Wyke offered to promote their services in The Pew.

18. Planning Application

Approval of the application for works to the bay tree at Cross house was noted.

19. Finance

The following cheques were approved and signed –

a. PCC £200 (no.000283)

b. B.J.Lane salary and imprest £566.47 (no.000284)

c. M.W.J.Isgar £271.00 (no.000285)

d. Members agreed that it would pay the normal hire fees for the use of the Village Hall.

20. Reports on meetings attended

The clerk reported on a number of useful meetings that he had attended, It was agreed that the clerk should e-mail details of all relevant meetings to councillors. It was also agreed that the clerk should circulate details of the Somerset Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund to all village organisations.

21. There was no correspondence or information received to discuss.

22. It was agreed that there should be a report from Cllr.Wyke on meeting(s) at Lodge Hill. 

23. The date of the next meeting would be Thursday 14 November and the clerk was asked to arrange meetings in 2003 on the third Thursday of each month.

The meeting closed at 9.05pm.

Clerk: Barry Lane

2 Glencott, The Hollow, Westbury-sub-Mendip, Wells BA5 1HH 

tel: 01749 870457 
e: barry@glencott.demon.co.uk
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