WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall 

at 7.30pm on 12 December 2002

Present:
B.Haslam (Chairman), L.A.Moore (Vice-Chairman), K.J.French, R.D.Healey (for items 17 and 19-25, P.M.Love, A.J.Thompson, A.R.Wyke.

In attendance: B.J.Lane (Clerk), S.D.Harrison (District Councillor) and 6 members of the public.

1. Apologies were received from B.Livings (County Councillor),

2. There were no declarations of interest from Council members.

3. The Minutes of the Meeting of 14 November 2002 were signed as a true record.

4. Matters arising from the Minutes: there were none.

5. SCC & MDC matters

Cllr.Harrison reported that new waste collection and recycling arrangements should be introduced into the village in February/March next and their effect on the facilities at Mortar Pits would be monitored.

6. Register of interests

The Clerk reminded all members to consider whether they need to update their register of interests in the light of any changes to their circumstances.

7. 2702/3 Road surfaces & signs

Cllr.Thompson reported on a recent meeting with Mr.Sparks of Atkins road maintenance and the Clerk reported on conversations with Mr.Corp of the county highways and on a chance meeting in the village with an Atkins road surveyor. This had indicated that Freehill – Stancomb Lane, Old Ditch, Duck Lane and Slowland Lane might be included in next years resurfacing programme. The Clerk was asked to check this and to remind the county that Long Drove and Top Road required substantial repair & drainage works.

8. 2704 Playing Field

The Chairman reported that work on the seat had commenced, only to be disrupted the following day by bad weather.

9. 2705 A371 Study

The Chairman mentioned that a first meeting of the Steering Group had met and that its papers had been circulated to councillors. A public consultation paper was expected by March 2003.

10. 2707 Mortar Pits

The Clerk was reminded that ownership of the land still needed to be confirmed.
11. 2718 Notice boards
The Clerk reported that the new board had been ordered on 3 December but no response had yet been received.

12. 2721a Rights of Way

Cllr. Thompson distributed copies of the annotated footpaths map and reported on his discussion with MDC ‘s officer Claire Haskins. It was possible that MDC would be taking a close look at the footpaths in the village in 2003.

13. 2723 Parish Plan

The Chairman reported on a useful meeting earlier in the week with Rachael Dominy of the Community Council. She had confirmed that the next step should be the formation of an independent steering group, with one or two representatives from the Parish Council. It was hoped that this would take place in January. The group’s first tasks would be to prepare a timetable and proposal for consulting parishioners, together with its costing, for submission for a grant from the Countryside Agency.

14. 2725 Back Lane renaming

There was no further progress to report on this matter but the Clerk was asked that any road signs that may be removed should be relocated on Back Lane, if they were in good condition.

15. 2691 Neighbourhood Watch

Cllr.Wyke reminded everyone of the need for special care over the holiday period.

16. 2729 First Responder scheme

The Clerk was asked to invite the local volunteer Steve Watkins to address the next Council meeting and to seek to obtain a brief report to be published in The Pew.

17. 2733 Village caretaker

The Council agreed to look into the employment of a village caretaker to supplement the overstretched resources of MDC. The Clerk was asked to look into the service provided by Quadron.

18. 2734 Somerset Rural Youth Project

It was agreed that the Council was not the best organisation to respond to this questionnaire and that copies should be passed to Helen West, Penny Colwill & Jane Sealy.

19. 2735 Freedom of Information Act

The Council agreed to adopt the recommended Model Publication Scheme.

20. Planning matters

a.Application to erect a storage building at Lodge Hill Industrial Park.

Cllr.Wyke pointed out that if permission was granted to build the storage it would effectively block any possible future use of the railway arch as a footpath or cyclepath. On a vote there were 3 No Objections, 1 (one) Objection and 4 abstentions.

21. Finance matters

a. Precept for 2003/4. An actual and projected budget for the current year and a budget for 2003/4, prepared by the Chairman and Clerk was discussed. The need to respond positively to the skateboard plans for the playing field and to make provision for some form of village caretaker were discussed. It was provisionally agreed that the precept should be £6000 and the budget revised to include a total of £2250 for donations. The budget and precept would be confirmed at the Council’s January 2003 meeting.

b. PC World £199. It was agreed that cheque no.000286 should be signed to enable the Clerk to purchase a new printer/copier. A refund of £440 was expected on the return of the first machine purchased, which had proved unsatisfactory.

22. Reports on meetings attended

Cllr. Wyke reported on the AONB Consultation at which the expansion & development of the Charterhouse Centre was outlined.

23. Correspondence & information received

There was no discussion

24. Items for the next agenda

Village fly posting and LAMP’s item about new telegraph poles were proposed.

25. Date of the next meeting was confirmed as 16 January 2003
Signed by the Chairman on 16 January 2003 as a correct record
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