WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall 

at 7.30pm on 11 July 2002.

Present:
B.Haslam (Chairman), L.A.Moore (Chairman), A.J.Thompson & A.R.Wyke.

In attendance: B.J.Lane (Clerk) &  S.D.Harrison (District Councillor) for items 1–20.

1. Apologies were received from K.J.French, R.D.Healey, P.M.Love &  B.Livings (County Councillor).

2. Declarations of interest were received from Cllr.Moore with a personal interest in item 20b, Cllr.Wyke with a personal non-prejudicial interest in item 20a and 20e.

3. The Minutes of the Meeting of 13 June 2002 were signed as a true record after amending 2707 to read “… and Cllr.Thompson circulated proposals for discussion at a future meeting.” and with “at the next meeting” deleted from the end of 2721a. 

4. Matters arising from the Minutes:

4.1 New Wells Initiative

Cllr.Wyke reported that she would be on the Steering Committee as a rural resident.

5. Mendip District Council matters

Cllr.Harrison reported that Magistrates courts in Wells & Frome, threatened with closure, had won a temporary reprieve until the publication of the government White Paper on criminal justice was published next month.

6. 2702/3 Road surfaces & signs

The clerk had nothing to report and Cllr.Thompson offered to erect the dog-fouling sign.

7. 2704 Playing Fields

Cllr.Haslam reported on the recent meeting for discussion of the Skate Board area and noted the letter received from the Committee for a grant to help with the costs. The Council’s representatives on the Committee were asked to convey the Council’s views that the area was being over engineered and would be over expensive. The Council agreed that it would only consider a grant when they received detailed plans and a budget.

Cllr.Haslam explained the reasons for the unavoidable overrun on costs for the railway canopy. Cllrs. Wyke and Moore agreed to meet to discuss the stone seat and interpretation board. Until the stone seat and interpretation board are installed the project will not meet the requirements of the grant from LAMP.

8. 2705 A371

The subcommittee would be meeting on Friday 12 July.

9. 2707 Mortar Pits

Cllr.Thompson reported that Mendip no longer had any budget  for works to the area in this year’s budget and that SCC probably owned the site. Council agreed that the Clerk should ask Atkins to clear the rubbish left by the bus shelter and ask the SCC Campaign on Waste for help. The A371 subcommittee was asked to include consideration of improvements to the area as part of their work. Mr.Heal’s letter to the Clerk was noted.

10. 2708 Golden Jubilee

It wa agreed that final accounts for this event would be considered at the September meeting, once the income from sale of photographs was known.

11. 2718 Notice boards

It was agreed to accept the quotation from Mr.Isgar and to order one noticeboard at this time. Consideration would be given to the purchase of a second for Stoneleigh later in the year.

12. 2721a SCC Rights of Way

Cllr.Thompson reported that he was continuing to inspect the footpaths in the village and would bring forward a paper for discussion at a later date. The Clerk reported on the letter received from Mr.Heal about the Crow lane footpath and that clearance had been put in hand. It was agreed that it should be cleared again at a later date when appropriate.

13. 2723 Village Appraisal

The Chairman proposed that there should be a village survey and consultation over parishioners needs. It was agreed to formally Register the Council’s interest with the Countryside Agency.

14. 2724 Killing our Speed

It was agreed to support this campaign by asking Cllr. French to offer the video on loan and to ask The Pew to publicise the issue. Cllr.Haslam agreed to distribute the leaflets.

15. Back Lane Renaming

It was agreed that renaming of the upper part of Back Lane could be considered. The Clerk was asked to consult with the residents of that part of the lane.

16. 2726 Catchment Flood Management Plan for the Rivers Axe & Brue

The Clerk reported on proposals to create this plan by consultation over the coming year.

17. Planning Applications

a. Proposed retention of the Elliott classroom at the village school. No objections.

b. Proposed erection of an extension to Crowland, Home Close. Cllr. Moore left the meeting for this item. No objections.

c. Proposed works to trees at the village school. No objections.

d. Proposed works to trees at West View, Station Road. No objections.

Council noted permissions granted for works to the walnut tree at Stoneleigh House, the erection of a dwelling at High Barn and for the renovation and extension of a barn at Freehill Villa.

18. Finance

a.
Review of insurance cover. It was agreed to add the railway canopy at £3000 and the Millenium Stones at £1500 to the policy. The Clerk was asked to check the position of the bus shelters with MDC and also that the Playing Fields had added to the canopy to their own policy for public liability.

b. Council approved and the Chairman signed the Financial Statements for the year ended 31 March 2002 prepared by the Clerk.

c. The Clerk explained the new Audit procedures and the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2002. Council approved the accounts and asked that the Chairman sign Section 1 on Council’s behalf. Council members also agreed that the Chairman and Clerk should sign Section 2 – Statement of Assurance on their behalf.

d. Council agreed to the appointment of Michael Green of Hollow House as internal auditor for the year.

e. Council agreed the signing of cheques by the Chairman and Vice-Chairman as follows:

000202 to B.J.Lane for £347.88 (salary)

000203 to Cheddar Sign Services for £94.00 (canopy)

19. Report on meeting attended

The Clerk reported on the Northern Parishes group meeting of 18 June.

20. Correspondence & information received by the Clerk

Correspondence & information received and circulated were noted. 

21. Items for discussion at the next meeting

Topics included communication with parishioners, the Jubilee Party, Burial Board, AONB and Neighbourhood Watch.

22. The date of the next full meeting of the Council was confirmed as 12 September 2002. A date of 15 August was provisionally agreed to consider any urgent Planning Applications.
Signed as a true record on 12 September 2002 by the Chairman

3/3

