WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall 

at 7.30pm on 14 November 2002

Present:
B.Haslam (Chairman), L.A.Moore (Vice-Chairman), K.J.French, R.D.Healey, P.M.Love, A.J.Thompson, A.R.Wyke.

In attendance: B.J.Lane (Clerk), B.Livings (County Councillor) for items 1 - 20, three members of the public.

1. Apologies were received from S.D.Harrison (District Councillor).

2. There were no declarations of interest.

3. The Minutes of the Meeting of 10 October 2002 were signed as a true record.

4. Matters arising from the Minutes: there were none.

5. Somerset County Council

Cllr. Livings reported on the appointment of a new Chief Executive for the County Council, on the forthcoming A371 Steering Group meeting and on the inadequate emergency cover in the area during the firemen’s strike.

6. 2702/3 Road surfaces & signs

The Clerk reported on recent contact with Mr.Corp and with the insurance company and English Heritage regarding the damage to the Cross. A meeting was planned for 15 November with Mr.Sparks of Highways. The Clerk was asked to check progress on signage issues which had been raised earlier in the year and to draw attention to the unsatisfactory drainage of Top Road.

7. 2704 Playing Field

The Playing Field Committee had discussed the Clerk’s letter and their response had been circulated. The question of use of part of the grounds for the cycle path had also been discussed and agreed. The Chairman reported that Mrs.Lloyd had offered to pay for the seat and it was agreed that it would be best for her to be in direct contact with the builder.

8. 2705 A371  Feasibility Study

The Chairman reported on the Steering Group meeting of 12 November. A policy consultation paper was being prepared by Atkins for the New Year.

9. 2707 Mortar Pits

Information on the ownership of the land was still awaited.

10. 2718 Notice Boards

The Clerk was asked to order a second board for the shop and arrange for the original board to be moved to Stoneleigh.

11. 2721a Rights of Way

Cllr. Thompsom introduced his report on all the paths in the parish. It was agreed that the Clerk should obtain copies of the footpaths map for all members and that Cllr.Thompsom should seek advice from Mendip’s Rights of Way Officer on the ways in which they might be able to help. It was also agreed that there should be wider consultation as part of the Parish Plan over any actions that might be taken.

12. 2723 Parish Plan

Responses from village organisations were awaited and the chairman would be writing again to them to ask for representatives to serve on a Steering Group.

13. 2725 Back Lane renaming

The Clerk reported that MDC would shortly be consulting the Post Office on the agreed renaming of part of Back Lane from Kites Croft to Old Ditch as Drappel Lane, as there had been no objections from residents.

14. 2727 Churchyard issues

The response from the PCC was noted and it was agreed that this item should be removed from the agenda until any further request was made by them.

15. 2691 Neighbourhood Watch

There was nothing to report.

16. 2728 DEFRA

The Clerk reported that further information on the future of the Quality Council scheme would be available at the SALC meeting on 2 December.

17. 2729 First Responder Scheme

The Clerk reported that contact had been made with an existing volunteer in the village and with the area organiser in Wells, where the current equipment was kept. The village had been visited twice since the launch of the scheme in July. The best way the Council could help would be for them to offer money towards the purchase of equipment and the organisation of training days for local people in basic skills. It was agreed that both would be considered.

18. 2732 LAMP Flood Management Planning

A draft document on the Catchment Flood Management Planning in the Brue & Axe Valleys had been circulated for comment. Members supported the proposals in the plan and stressed that for the village the main issue was the control of run off from Mendip and its rapid dispersal over the Moor.

19. Anti Clash Diary

The Friendly Society’s idea for a diary for village events andcommittee meetings was welcomed and the Clerk asked to make the Council’s future meetings available for inclusion.

20. Planning Applications

a.Temporary change of use to external storage area for Unit 8 (CAT B) at Lodge Hill Industrial Estate. Five members objected and two did not. It was agreed the Clerk should write indicating that the objections were based upon damage to the visual amenity of the area and because of the increase of heavy traffic through a residential area.

b.There were no objections to the application for works to a lime tree at Westbury Vicarage.

c.MDC’s agreements to applications for works to trees at Combe Hay Farm and Elsworth House were noted.

21. Reports on meetings attended

.
The Clerk reported on meetings of SALC on 14 October and with MDC concerning e-government and communication on 28 October.

22. Correspondence

It was agreed that Cllr.Thompson would attend the SALC East Area meeting on 2 December and that Cllr.Wyke would represent the Council at the AONB consultation on 26 November.

23. Items for the next agenda

It was agreed to discuss grants from the aggregates industry and the need for a village caretaker.

24. Dates of future meetings
It was agreed that future meetings would take place on the third Thursday of each month as follows – 12 December, 23 January, 20 February, 20 March, 17 April and 15 May (following the elections).

25. Finance

a.The meeting approved the Accounts prepared by the Clerk for the first 7 months of the financial year to 31 October and projections to 31 March 2003.

b. It was agreed to implement the new agreed joint recommendations of SALC and SLCC for the Clerk’s salary and mileage rates for 2002 and 2003, and to offer £3 per month towards telephone expenses. The Council thought that the mileage allowance was very high and suggested that since this would apply to attending SALC and other meetings that the Clerk should obtain Council’s approval in advance.

The meeting ended at 9.30pm.
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