WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall 

at 7.30pm on 15 January 2004

Present: B.Haslam (Chairman), G.Neale, A.J.Thompson, H.M.West & R.Wyke.

In attendance: B.J.Lane (Clerk), A.Glanvile (District Councillor) and one member of the public.

1. Apologies were received from Cllr.Livings (County Councillor),

2. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda.

Cllr. Neale declared a personal interest in item 17c; Cllr.Haslam declared a personal prejudicial interest in items 17a and a personal non-prejudicial interest in item 18a; and all councillors declared a personal prejudicial interest in item 17b, an application from a member of the Council.

3. To confirm the Minutes of the meeting of 20 November 2003.

The Minutes were signed by the Chairman as a correct record subject to two amendments to item 8 – A371 Feasibility Study. The re-classification proposal was agreed “except by the Cheddar representatives present.” And the proposals for the Cross area had been withdrawn .

4. To consider matters arising from the Minutes

The Chairman had written to the Wells Journal as the parish council’s working group had agreed. It was noted that the Christmas tree lights together with the time switch & RCB unit belonged to the parish council and were stored by Malcolm Harding.

5. SCC & MDC matters

Cllr.Glanvile reported that the new surgical provision at Shepton Mallet would be opening in the autumn and Cllr.Wyke asked that the undesirable backlog of maintenance at Wells Leisure Centre be looked into.

6. Co-options to the Parish Council

As no electors had responded to the Notice about the opportunity to call a by-election to fill the two vacant spaces on the council, the parish council now had the obligation to fill the vacancies by co-option. Richard Healey and Tony Shepherd, who had both agreed to be co-opted, were proposed and unanimously selected. The Clerk would ask them to complete the necessary Declarations before they attend the next meeting.

7. 2702/3 Road surfaces & signs

The Clerk reported that the Back Lane sign had been moved as requested and that The Hollow and Old Ditch required jetting again. Cllr.Wyke reminded the Clerk of the unsolved drainage of the Perch hill/Top Road area.

8. 2704 Playing Field

The council discussed the opportunity to apply for further money from the Aggregates Sustainability Levy Fund towards the costs of fencing and/or improving the car parking area. It was agreed that any application should be made by the Playing Field committee with the full support of the parish council.

9. 2705 A371 Feasibility Study

Following the meeting of the members to discuss the Cross area the Chairman & Cllr.Thompson had met, measured the area and drawn up proposals for minimal changes. It was agreed to meet again on Thursday 29 June for the whole group to make comments and agree a design. Interested parties would then be asked to comment on these proposals before asking Atkins to turn them into full design proposals to be put to the village again for comment.

10. 2723 Parish Plan

As a result of the high level of response to the questionnaire the task of inputting all the data was taking longer than anticipated and the proposed exhibition would be deferred from February to June. A note would be included in the next Parish News.

11. 2691 Neighbourhood Watch

Cllr.Wyke reported that new management arrangements for the police were to be implemented. The Clerk was asked to write to the police authority about the lack of consultation on this reorganisation locally.

12. 2733 Parish Caretaker

The Clerk reported on the arrangements for Jacky Allen to cover the whole village over a three week period with busy areas around the shop & church being visited more often. The problem of fly-tipping at the Mortar Pits was noted. The Clerk was asked to find out if and when MDC were to review the ongoing need for the facility given the fortnightly roadside collections in the village. The Chairman proposed that Roy Bristow should be asked for suggestions and costs for planting by the bus shelter at Mortar Pits. This was welcomed by all. It was also agreed that more regular attention should be given to the much used Crow Lane footpath and the Clerk was asked to write to MDC about its slippery surface when leaves rot on the tarmac.

13. 2738 Emergency Planning

Cllr. Thompson reported that the committee had met twice and planned to meet again soon. He pointed out that resources were likely to be the main unresolved issue.

14. 2746 Parish News

The Clerk circulated a draft of the Winter issue for comment. It was agreed that the council should formally review the position at the March meeting.

15. 2751 Village Display Board

There was nothing further to discuss until any response was received from an item in the forthcoming Parish News.

16. Register of Electors

The Clerk reported that the copy of the Register place in the church had been removed and that he would place one in the village shop provided MDC were happy with this. He also drew attention to the significance of the fact that the list was an Edited Register, not the full Register which may not be published. He would write a brief note about this in the Parish News..

17. Planning matters for consideration

a. Application to erect a two storey extension and detached double garage

(Cat A) at The Well House, Stoke Road. The Chairman left the room for this item. There were no objections.

b. Application for removal of conditions 8, 9 & 10 fro Planning Consents 106615/003 & 004 (Cat B) at Stoneleigh House, Roughmoor Lane. Cllr.Thompson left the meeting for this item. Following advice from Derek Hooper of MDC the council were unable to comment on this application since no exemption had been obtained. It was agreed that the reason for no comment should be explained to MDC and that if a similar situation arose in the future that the Clerk should apply to the Standards Board for exemption in good time.

c. Application to erect a conservatory to rear (Cat A) of no.3 Stoneleigh, Roughmoor Lane. No objections.

d. Application to carry out works to trees at Wodrae, 5 Station Road. No objections.

Planning permissions to be noted


The following permissions were noted:

e. Permission granted for the removal of Condition 02 from Consent 114326/000 to allow use of approved holiday accommodation as permanent dwelling (CAT B) at Glebe Barn, Hannahs Lane.

f. Permission granted for a rear extension to The Meadows, Duck Lane

(CAT A)

g. Permission granted for works to trees at High Bank, Lynch Lane

h. Permission granted to convert barn to holiday accommodation at Old Ditch Farm

i. Permission granted to fell & to do works to trees at Anjou, Lynch Lane.

j. Permission granted to erect conservatory to The Barn, Perch Hill.

e. Finance matters for approval
a. An application for a grant by the Wells & Mendip Museum was circulated and it was agreed that it should be considered in October alongside all other grants.

The following cheque payments were approved & noted:

b. Cheque no.000361 to Tony Shepherd for £30 for Parish Plan printing

c. Cheque no.000362 to Protec for £37.98 for switches for Christmas lights

d. Cheque no.000363 Cash withdrawal for Parish Plan Draw Prize

e. Cheque no.000364 to SLCC for £64.00 for annual subscription

f. Receipt of cheque for £100 from Western Power Distribution (via Mr & Mrs Fisher)

g. Reports on meetings attended

Cllr.Wyke reported on a meeting of the ANOB management committee at which she had expressed the view that their needed to be more consultation over the placing of the “gateway” artworks, particularly at Priddy and Dearleap.

h. Correspondence & information received & circulated

The Clerk and observers were asked to leave the room at this point while the Chairman reported the request from the Clerk that some small provision should be made for a retirement gratuity. It was agreed that this should be placed on the Agenda of the next meeting. 

i. Items for the next Agenda

Apart from the Clerk’s pension there were no special requests for the next Agenda.

j. Date of the next meeting

It was agreed that the next meeting should take place on 26 February 2004.

Signed by the Chairman on 26 February 2004 as a correct record.
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