WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

DRAFT

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall 

at 7.30pm on 15 May 2003

Present: B.Haslam (Chairman), G.Neale, A.J.Thompson, H.M.West, A.R.Wyke.

In attendance: B.J.Lane (Clerk), A.Glanvile (District Councillor) and two members of the public (for items 1-18).

1. Apologies were received from Cllr.Livings (County Councillor).

2. Election of Chairman & Vice-Chairman

Cllr. Haslam was elected Chairman and Cllr.Wyke elected Vice-Chairman for the year.

3. Declarations of Acceptance of Office

Cllr. Haslam signed the Declaration of Office of Chairman and all other Cllrs. signed the Declarations of Acceptance of Office of Councillors, in the presence of the Clerk.

4. Co-option of members

Cllrs. were advised that they could consider the co-option of new members to fill the two vacancies on the Council. Any proposals would be discussed at the next meeting. 

5. Declarations of Interest & Gifts and Hospitality

The Clerk advised all members that they were required to complete and return their Declaration of Interests within  28 days of taking up office. The Declarations of Gifts or Hospitality are required to to completed and returned within 28 days of the receipt of any gift or hospitality.

6. Representatives to other bodies.

Members agreed to the following representatives or nominations:

Village Hall Committee – Cllrs. Neale & Wyke

Playing Field Committee – Cllr. Thompson

LAMP – no nominations

AONB – Cllr. Wyke

7. Declarations of interest.

There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

8. The Minutes of the Meetings of 20 March and 17 April 2003 were signed as a true record.

9. Matters arising from the Minutes:

The request for a public meeting to discuss Council Tax was considered. Advice had been taken and it was agreed that there was not sufficient concern to take the matter any further.

10. SCC & MDC matters

Cllr. Glanvile was congratulated on his election as District Councillor and he indicated his willingness to do whatever he could to assist the Parish Council. Members also asked the Clerk to offer their formal thanks to Stephen Harrison for all his support for the village as a Mendip Councillor.

11. 2702/3 Road surfaces & signs
The Clerk reported that Environmental Services had agreed to replace both the missing Top Road sign and defaced Freehill sign. Cllrs. asked that a second sign be placed at the south east end of Back Lane. County Highways had agreed to move the Industrial Estate sign to a more visible position at the entrance to Station Road and that Road Narrows signs would be place on Stoke Road before the end of June. The Clerk also reported that the newly inserted drain in The Hollow was proud of the surface and did not drain. This had been reported back to Atkins. The Clerk was also reminded to pursue the problem of flooding on Top Road and the timetable for the resurfacing of roads in the village.

12. 2704 Playing Field

Cllr.Thompson reported on the Playing Field Committee’s successful casino night which would support future general costs. The Chairman reported that the stone seat had been completed and the interpretation boards, available at the meeting, would be installed for Club Day. The Clerk was asked to invite LAMP, Wyvern Trust and the Wells Journal to Club Day to view the results. The Aggregates Levy had already expressed an interest in attending to take photographs.  

13.
2705 A371 Feasibility Study
Consultation with parish councils was now expected to take place during the summer.

14.
2707 Mortar Pits
SCC had now confirmed that all the land at Mortar Pits was purchased by their Highways Committee in the 1950s.

15.
2718 Notice Boards

Both boards had now been installed.

16.
2723 Parish Plan
The successful launch and exhibition were reported. Two members expressed their concerns that, given that the Parish Council would be asked to endorse the outcome ofd the Parish Plan, the process of generating the Plan needed to be fully transparent and to ensure full consultation with all in the community,

17.
2691 Neighbourhood Watch
There was nothing particular to report.

18.
2733 Village caretaker
A job description had been prepared, but the Clerk was asked to consult with SCC Highways and contact Wookey Parish before proceeding with recruitment.

19. Emergency Planning

The Clerk was asked to write to all the village organisations asking for representatives to make up an Emergency Committee.

20.
2740 Stoneleigh Footpaths
The poor condition of some of the footpaths had been raised with Mendip Housing. Cllr.Neale was asked to follow this up.

21.
2741 SCC Rights of Way Improvements Plan.
Cllr. Thompson reported that Clare Haskins, Footpaths Officer had plans to inspect all Westbury footpaths and to undertake repairs, etc. this summer.

22.
2742 MDC Parish Path Maintenance Scheme
The Clerk was instructed to sign the agreement to participate in this scheme, which would bring the Council a grant of £100 in the year.

23.
2743 Well water quality.
The Clerk reported that he had received a letter from a parishioner expressing concern over the quality of his well water, but that he had not yet made contact with MDC to check responsibilities.

24. 
Planning Matters
a. Cllrs. agreed that they could improve the quality of review of Planning Applications by circulating all plans before meetings and by undertaking more site visits. The Clerk was also asked to get copies of MDC’s booklet Planning – A Guide for Householders for all members. The Clerk was also asked to see whether it would be possible to report on applications as happens in Rodney Stoke.

b. Application to fell 5 Leylandii at Anjou, Lynch Lane. No objection provided that replacement planting was agreed.

c. Application for crown reduction of trees at Anjou, Lynch Lane. No objections.

The refusal of permission for permanent use of external storage at Unit 8, Lodge Hill Industrial Park and the placing of a Tree Preservation Order on the holm oak at The Old Vicarage were noted.

20.
Finance matters


The following receipts and payments were agreed and noted:

a. Precept of £6000 for 2003/4 received

b. Grants of £3682.42 and £500 received from SCC towards marquees  & canopy  seat

c. Grant of £2492.75 from Countryside Agency towards Parish Plan

d. Cheque no.000299 William Armes Ltd. £263.76 for marquee carpets

e. Cheque no.000300 Sign & Design £61.10 for Parish Plan banner

f. Cheque no.000301 Danco PLC £1574.50 for marquees

g. Cheque no.000302 Office World £114.06 stationery for Parish Plan

h. Cheque no.000303 Green Lantern Stores £97.60 catering for Parish Plan

i. Cheque no.000304 Access Displays £588.68 screens for Parish Plan

j. Cheque no.000305 A. Thompson £39.29 materials for canopy

k. Cheque no.000306 SALC annual affiliation fee £148.37 including £2 for model documents.

l. Cheque no.000307 Community Council for Somerset subscription £ 20

m. Members reviewed the insurance cover required for 2003/4 and agreed to the following changes and additions: notice boards £850, wooden seats £340, railway canopy £3180, Millenium stones £1590, village cross £1700, printer £200, canopy curtaining £2000, marquees & carpets £1600, interpretation boards £640 and display screens £589. The Clerk was instructed to arrange the new cover.

n. Bank account signatories. It was agreed the Les Moore should now be removed as a signatory and that Cllr. Thompson’s name should be added. The Clerk to arrange.

21.
Reports on meetings attended
There were no reports.

22.
Correspondence & information received.


There were no comments.

23.
Items for the next agenda
It was agreed that the village caretaker, footpaths, electoral register, Parish News, Quality Councils and project ideas for 2003 should all be on the next agenda.

24.
Date of the next meeting.
The next meeting would take place at 8.00 pm on Thursday 19 June 2003 in the Village Hall.

Signed by the Chairman on 19 June 2003 as a correct record.

Barry Lane, Clerk

2 Glencott, The Hollow, Westbury-sub-Mendip, Wells  BA5 1HH

01749 870457

barry.j.lane@btopenworld.com
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