WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on 15 April 2004
1. Present: B. Haslam (Chairman), G. Neale, A.B.Shepherd, A.J.Thompson, H. West & R.Wyke, R. Healey from item 5.

In attendance: -, Cllr.Livings (County Councillor) for items 1-8 only & Cllr.Glanvile (District Councillor) for items 1-18 only.

2. Apologies were received from B.J.Lane (Clerk) 

3. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda. There were no declarations.

4. To confirm the Minutes of the meeting of 18 March 2004. The Minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record.

5. Matters arising. Cllr Wyke clarified the issue of MDC no longer erecting planning site notices; this is the case for category A applications, but category B will continue to have site notices. 

6. SCC & MDC matters. Cllr.Livings reported that following last parish council meeting he had had formally requested Slow signs to be marked on the road in relation to the school crossing point. He also confirmed that SCC had agreed schemes to the value of £250,000 in this financial year for the Wells to Cheddar A371 Roads Review scheme, and in due course the Steering committee would be reconvened to consider the implementation proposals. He also announced that SCC had just been awarded Beacon status for its Early Years and Nursery Education, the 4th in the country. Cllr.Glanvile had nothing to report. 

7. 2702/3 Road surfaces & signs. The road sign at the top of Stancombe Lane by the Quarry was reported missing. The Clerk was asked to contact the Highways.

8. 2704 Playing Field. A new fence has been erected and paid by the monies from Somerset Aggregates Sustainability fund.  The AGM was held on 22 March and a fundraising event arranged for 10 July, not June as previously reported. No other information to report other than future developments would be considered at a future meeting. 
9. 2705 A371 Feasibility Study. Following the re-organisation of senior management at SCC, Richard Need has taken over from David Greenhalgh. A meeting with David Greenhalgh and the new SCC officer was held to discuss the proposals for the Cross area. Richard Need confirmed he would take into consideration the proposals made by the Parish Council and that once a topographical survey had been completed he would bring back to the Parish Council a revised scheme for the area for further consideration

10.  2723 Parish Plan. Nothing to report. A draft parish plan with draft thoughts on action plans would be presented to the Parish Council on 17th June prior to the planned village exhibition on 3/4th July.

11. 2691 Neighbourhood Watch. Cllr Wyke reported on the new Mendip Hills AONB Countryside Watch scheme for farmers and landowners. Cllr Neale agreed to assist Cllr Wyke in contacting all local farmers regarding the new scheme.

12. 2733 Parish Caretaker. Cllr Haslam reported on a letter from the Clerk to the caretaker who is still off sick. It was agreed that on the clerks return a sick pay policy should be formalised.

13. 2738 Emergency Planning. Cllr Thompson reported on a meeting with Gail Hepburn who was co coordinating MDC emergency planning and noted that the parish council was the only one known to have done any work in this area.  It was agreed that in light of the work currently being undertaken by MDC and SCC the parish council would take the matter no further for the moment. Cllr Thompson agreed to write to MDC & SCC informing them of the village’s manual and request notification of future developments. The Parish Council expressed thanks to the committee for its work in preparing the emergency planning manual and it was agreed that the Manual should be reviewed annually. 

14. 2751 Village Display Board. In the clerks absence the item was deferred to await feedback from the parish news. Cllr Wyke meanwhile will start investigating examples of other villages work.

15. 2746 Parish News. In the clerks absence some issue of distribution remain unanswered. It was agreed to continue producing the news on a regular basis following the many positive comments including those in the parish plan questionnaire. The news would continue in its folded A4 layout although where possible more photographs, that the editorial ship would be rotated and not always councillors.  Cllr Haslam to edit the July edition and Cllr West to edit the October edition.

16. 2744 Parish Footpaths Cllr.Thompson reported on 3 outstanding issues he had discussed with Clare Haskins including the re routing of the path across Court Farmyard and the stone step for the Crow Lane footpath stile. He also reported that MDC would be re issuing the Westbury Walks brochure later this year.

17. Planning matters for consideration. 

a. Application to convert barn to provide hikers accommodation (CAT B) at Lynchcombe Lane.

Objection on grounds of light & noise pollution in the AONB open countryside, increase traffic in Lynchcoombe Lane, additional fenestration, the case /need for a Hikers Barn was not proven.

The council noted that if MDC were so minded to approve the application it would like to see conditions addressing the following issues-

No provision for parking or garden, no additional windows to minimise altering the visual appearance of barn and impact of light on the coombe, no external lighting, any measures which could minimise the light & noise effect on the environment.

b. Application 113011/002 Proposal to convert barns to dwelling (CAT B) at Old Ditch Barns, Old Ditch, Westbury-sub-Mendip.

Objection as the application is contrary to guidance on converting barns to dwellings that of minimal change, retaining form and character. All extensions appear out of character and inappropriate to the existing barns. The main areas of concern are

New opening onto the road (SE changing room)

New glassed gable extension entrance to East barn

The raised roof and altered roofline to North barn

The new flat roof extension (NE corner)

Provision of a balcony adjacent to neighbours property

c. Application 112310/000 Proposal to erect detached garage with loft storage     (CAT A) at 8 Stoneleigh, Westbury-sub-Mendip.

Approve in principal, providing the roof is flat and not pitched to minimise the visual impact for neighbours, the street scene and the village playing fields. The height should not exceed the existing fence height to retain visual amenity.

18. The following permissions were noted.

a. MDC permission granted for the erection of porch and single storey extension to Freewings, Wells Road.

b. MDC permission granted for alterations to Box Bush Villa, Duck Lane.

c. MDC permission granted to undertake works to birch tree at Orchard Lodge, Station Road.

19. Finance matters for approval.

a. Approval of Receipts and Payment Account for 2003/4 (circulated) item deferred

b. Approval of Summary of Balances (circulated) item deferred

The payment of the following cheques was approved:

c. Cheque no.000372 for £152.25 to SALC for annual affiliation fee 2004/5 

d. Cheque no.000373 for  £20.00 to Community Council for Somerset for annual subscription.

e. Cheque no.000374 for £766.24 to Robert Glanvile Playing Field Trust towards Freestyle invoice for skateboard equipment.

20. Reports on meetings attended. Cllr.Wyke reported on a meeting Mendip Primary Care Trust.

21. To consider correspondence and information received. None

22. Items for the next Agenda. Parish News, deferred items, Broadband access.

23. Date of the next meeting – 20th May 2004 the annual parish council meeting. 

24. The date of the Annual Parish Meeting is 27th May 2004
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