WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on 16 December 2004.

Present: B.Haslam (Chairman), G.Neale, A.B.Shepherd, T.Thompson, H.West & R.Wyke.

In attendance: - B. Lane (Clerk), Cllr.Livings & one member of the public.

1. Apologies were received from R.Healey & Cllr.Glanvile.

2. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda. There were no declarations of interest.

3. To confirm the Minutes of the meetings of 18 November 2004. The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

4. Matters arising. The Clerk reported that his letter of 18 November to Neil Corp of Somerset Highways concerning the flooding on Top Road had apparently gone astray. He had also discovered that Liam Gill, based at the Sedgemoor Area depot, now had responsibility for Westbury. It was also noted that the Crow Lane footpath required clearing. 

5. SCC matters. Cllr.Livings reported that the A371 was no longer designated a Strategic Freight Route and he circulated the new plan for the county. He also invited comment on the Regional Spatial Strategy for the South West 2006-26 also circulated. Andy Coombes (SCC) had recently confirmed that the school warning signs would be completed in the New Year, but that no further work on the A371 would be started before April 2006 at the earliest. Richard Needs should be asked about the revised plans for the Cross area.

6. Planning matters for consideration. It was noted that the deadline for comments on both applications – Roseberry House, Station Road and 8 Stoneleigh had passed. Cllr.Shepherd requested that the Council should discuss procedures for assessing applications at the January meeting. This was agreed.

7. Planning matters for note. MDC had granted permission to fell a silver birch tree at Hollowdene, Back Road and the change of use of land at Lynchcombe from agricultural to equestrian. The Clerk then explained the procedures by which MDC handle proposals to fell or undertake work to trees within the Conservation Area, including the part played (or rather not played) by the Parish Council. It was agreed that the current procedures were unlikely to contribute to the preservation of trees in the village and that the next issue of the Parish Council News should include notes on the penalties that might be imposed for the felling of trees without following the existing procedures.

20. Items for the next Agenda. Items agreed were planning application procedures, Parish Council News and Westbury Quarry.

21. Date of the next meeting – 20 January 2005.

Signed by the Chairman on 20 January 2005 as a correct record.
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