WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Stoneleigh Community Centre at 7.30pm on 16 January 2003

Present:
B.Haslam (Chairman), L.A.Moore (Vice-Chairman), K.J.French, R.D.Healey, P.M.Love, A.J.Thompson, A.R.Wyke for items 1 – 20a.

In attendance: B.J.Lane (Clerk), B.Livings (County Councillor) for items 1 - 5, and two members of the public.

1. Apologies were received from Cllr. S.D.Harrison (District Councillor).

2. There were no declarations of interest.

3. The Minutes of the Meeting of 12 December 2002 were signed as a true record.

4. Matters arising from the Minutes:

There were no matters arising.

5. SCC & MDC matters

Cllr.Livings reminded members of the timetable for the A371 Feasibility Study and advised of the imminent delivery of “Your Somerset” newspaper. He also reported that a standstill budget for 2003/4 was anticipated and that he continued to argue for a higher priority for rural policies. The Clerk reported on behalf of Cllr.Harrison that Mendip were consulting the public on their budget for 2003/4.

6. 2702/3 Road surfaces & signs.

The Clerk reported his meeting with Jeff Bunting about road signs and his reply from SCC about repairs to Top road and Long Drove. He was asked also to pursue the drainage problems of Old Ditch and the general need for a more long term solution for the village.

7. 2704 Playing Field

Cllr.Healey reported on the Committee’s plans for raising the remaining funds to complete the skateboard area. Members approved the Chairman’s proposal that the Council should apply to the Aggregates Levy Fund for a village marquee and ‘curtains’ for the railway canopy.

8.
2705 A371 Feasibility Study
A further meeting of the Steering Group would take place on the next Monday.

9.
2707 Mortar Pits
The Clerk was asked to write formally to the SCC to establish ownership of the area.

10.
2718 Notice Boards

There was no progress to report.

11.
2723 Parish Plan
The Steering Group would be first meeting on 25 January, but more volunteers from the village were still needed.

12.
2725 Back Lane renaming.

There was no progress to report. The Clerk was asked to remind the SCC that the lower end of Back Lane, on the eastern side required a sign.

13.
2691 Neighbourhood Watch
Cllr.Wyke reported that a CCTV scheme for Wells was going ahead and that volunteers were required to monitor the screens.

14.
2729 First Responders Scheme
The Council received a presentation of this scheme at the beginning of the meeting from Mike Gray and Steve Watkins. The Council agreed to defer a full discussion until the next meeting in February.

15.
2733 Village caretaker
The Clerk reported on the services and their costs provided by Quadron and Cleanaway. As these were unreasonably high he was asked to look into the legal and other issues of the Council directly employing a village caretaker. 

16.
2734 Parish Council Electronic Communications Project.
The Clerk reported on the meeting he had attended at MDC and invited comments on a paper prepared by the authority. The main issue raised was their more efficient use of their own website for details of meetings, papers and minutes.

17.
2735 Village flyposting
Cllr. Wyke agreed to raise the issue with the School Governors and the Clerk was asked to prepare a notice reminding people to remove their notices once events were over.

18.
2736 LAMP & new telegraph poles.
Cllr. Wyke drew attention to LAMP’s comments that services should be delivered underground to all new buildings.

19.
Planning Matters
a.Application for change of use from temporary to permanent external storage at Unit 8, Lodge Hill Industrial Park. The Clerk confirmed that the previous application for temporary use had not been determined and drew attention to the conditions likely to be imposed should the application be approved. The majority of Councillors objected strongly to the application and believed that it went against several of the policies recently published in Mendip’s Local Plan, namely Policy E4 –Employment Development in a village, Policy SN21 – Protection of former railway land for future transport use, Policy Q12 – Noise Generating Development and Policy Q2 – Protection of spaces and open areas of visual significance. In addition Councillors drew attention to the dangerous junction for large vehicles where Station road met the A371 and noted that the proposed conditions still allowed the owners to apply for further changes of use in the future,

b.   Application to convert a garage to playroom and to erect a detached    double garage at Anjou, Lynch Lane. No Objections.

c. Application to erect a single storey extension to Spring Cottage, Old Ditch. No Objections

d. Application to undertake works to a horse chestnut tree at Combe Hay Farm. Cllrs advised that this was a fine tree which should be retained as fully as possible.


f. The permission for works to lime tree at Westbury Vicarage was noted.

20.
Finance matters
a. Precept for 2003/4. The Clerk prepared revised figures for the rest of the current financial year and for 2003/4. The Council agreed that the Precept should be £6000 to enable to Council to contribute more fully to village needs.

b. Councillors agreed that the following cheques should be signed by the Chairman & Vice-Chairman:-


no.000287 to B.J.Lane for £362.00 salary


no.000288 to B.J.Lane for his Imprest of £85.22


no.000289 to P.Schroeder for £75 for path clearing


no.000290 to the Society of Local Council Clerks for £43.00 for subscription

21.
Reports on meetings attended
The Clerk reported on the MDC Shepton Mallet/Wells Area Board meeting of 14 January at which a presentation had been made of the plans for the development of the Charterhouse Centre.

22.
Correspondence & information received.


There were no comments.

23.
Items for the next agenda

It was agreed that the First Responder Scheme should be fully discussed.

24.
Date of the next meeting.
The next meeting would take place at 7.30pm on Thursday 20 February 2003 in the Village Hall.

Signed by the Chairman as a correct record on 20 February 2003
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