WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall 

at 7.30pm on 16 October 2003

Present: B.Haslam (Chairman), G.Neale, A.J.Thompson, H.M.West, A.R.Wyke.

In attendance: B.J.Lane (Clerk), Cllr.Livings (County Councillor) & A.Glanvile (District Councillor).

1. Apologies There were no apologies.

2. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda.

Cllr. Thompson declared an interest in item 17d. 

3. To confirm the Minutes of the meeting of 18 September 2003 (circulated).

The Chairman signed the Minutes as a correct record.

4. To consider matters arising from the Minutes

There were no matters arising.

5. SCC & MDC matters

Cllr. Glanvile reported that MDC had appointed a new CEO who would start in January. There would also be changes in the cabinet, and Cllr. Glanvile’s own role would cover streets and leisure.

6. Parish Council vacancies.

It was agreed that a public notice should be put up, and included in the next Parish News, to advise electors of the procedure for filling the two vacant positions on the Council.

7. 2702/3 Road surfaces & signs

Cllr. Thompson reported on the meeting that he and the Clerk had had with the new SCC/Atkins representative to discuss all the outstanding issues. The Clerk was reminded to pursue the relocation of the wrongly installed Back Lane sign.

8. 2704 Playing Field Trust

Cllr. West reported on progress with the skateboard area and that an order had been placed for equipment, which should be installed within 12 weeks. The Council agreed to cover the Trust’s insurance costs with a donation.

9. 2705 A371 Feasibility Study

The next meeting of the Steering Group would be on 27 October and Cllr. Thompson was asked to deputise for the Chairman. In view of the urgency of a response to the consultants’ proposals it was agreed to hold a Special Council meeting on 21 October.

10. 2723 Parish Plan

The Chairman reported that there had been an 87% response to the circulation of questionnaires and that a leaflet would be circulated to all homes within the next few weeks explaining the next steps.

11. 2691 Neighbourhood Watch

A pilot Countryside Watch would be launched shortly for the AONB area.

12. 2733 Parish Caretaker

The Clerk reported that there had been a very positive response so far. He was asked to present a short quarterly report to the Council. Cllr. Thompson offered to help manage and monitor the work.

13. 2738 Emergency Planning

Cllr. Thompson was preparing a letter to set up a first meeting of an Emergency Team for the village. Cllr. Neal offered to assist.
14. 2746 Parish News

The Clerk offered to design and produce the next issue, with a deadline of contributions from councillors of 26 October.

15. 2751 Village display board

It was reported that grants were available from the Countryside Agency. Interest in the idea should be assessed through the Parish News.

16. 2752 Parish meeting on 24 October

The Clerk reported that 13 electors had written asking for a Parish Meeting to be held to discuss the plans for healthcare facilities in the area. The costs of any poll demanded would be borne by the Parish Copuncil. The Clerk was asked to establish the likely costs. The meeting had been arranged for 24 October.

17. Planning matters for consideration

a.Application to convert barn to holiday accommodation at Old Ditch Farm, Lynch Lane (CAT B). No objections.

b.Application to fell and to do works to trees at Anjou, Lynch Lane (CAT A).

No objections.

c.Application to erect conservatory to side of The Barn, Perch Hill (CAT A).

The Council noted that work had already commenced without permission and agreed that the stone being used and design of the roadside window were not in keeping. These objections should be made to MDC.

d.Application for works to trees at Stoneleigh House, Roughmoor Lane (CAT A). It was reported that the details provided were not accurate and the Council referred this application back to MDC.

The following tems were noted

a. Public Path Diversion Order 2003 for WS 13/25 at Meadway Farm

b. Conditional Permission for change of use of ramspits field barn to educational use.
18. Finance matters for approval

The folowing items were noted and approved:

a. Cheque no.000317 to John V. Finch for £67.25 for Parish Plan stationary

b. Cheque no.000322 to Moore Stephens for £141.00 for annual audit

c. Cheque no.000323 to Wine by Design for 26.95 for Parish Plan volunteer briefing

d. Cheque no.000324 to Shirlea Rye for £150 for Parish Plan database interface design

e. Cheque no.000325 to Barry Haslam for £31.20 for paint for caretaker’s trailer.

f. Receipt of £50 from Hollybrook Farm for hire of marquees. 
19. Reports on meetings attended

Cllr. Wyke reported on the Parish Forum Traing session on Planning Control and Ethical Standrds (papers to be circulated) and the AONB Grading the Trail project. Cllr. Thompson reported on the SCC Annual Parish Council’s meeting.

20. Correspondence & information received & circulated

It was noted that Max Atkinson had decided not to appeal against the MDC decision to refuse permission to cut down the holm oak tree close to the house.

21. Items for the next Agenda

It was agreed that LAMP, Rights of Way and Parish Council meeting dates for 2004 should be on the next agenda.

22. Date of the next meeting

It was agreed that the next ordinary meeting would take place on 20 November 2004.

Signed by the Chairman on 20 November 2003 as a correct record.

Barry Lane, Clerk
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