WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on 18 March 2004.

Present: B. Haslam (Chairman), G. Neale, A.B.Shepherd, A.J.Thompson & R.Wyke.

In attendance: - B.J.Lane (Clerk), Cllr.Livings (County Councillor) for items 1-18 only & Cllr.Glanvile (District Councillor).

1. Apologies were received from Cllr. Healey.

2. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda. There were no declarations.

3. To confirm the Minutes of the meeting of 26 February 2004. The Minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record.

4. Matters arising. The Clerk reported that the Retirement Gratuity should simply be recorded in the accounts each year. It was not necessary to place it in a separate account. It was also noted that the noticeboard in the church porch should be added to the asset register.

5. SCC & MDC matters. Cllr.Livings reported on the developments at the Morlands site and Cllr.Glanvile on changes to Development Control. 

6. 2702/3 Road surfaces & signs. An incident involving a school child crossing the A371 by the shop was reported and the need for a Slow sign to the east was agreed. The Clerk was asked to contact the Schools Safety Officer and Cllr.Livings agreed to contact SCC Highways.

7. 2704 Playing Field. A new fence is being erected and brambles cleared. The AGM will be on 22 March and a fundraising event arranged for 10 June, when a marquee will be available to other village organisations. 
8. 2705 A371 Feasibility Study. Re-organisation of senior management at SCC has left the A371 project without a lead officer for the moment. It was hoped to have a meeting in the near future with David Greenhalgh and the New SCC officer to discuss the proposals for the Cross area.

9. 2723 Parish Plan. Nothing to report.

10. 2691 Neighbourhood Watch. It was agreed that a short article should go into the next Parish News.

11. 2733 Parish Caretaker. The Clerk reported that the caretaker was currently off sick and had received two weeks sick pay.

12. 2738 Emergency Planning. A draft Emergency Planning Manual was circulated based upon the SCC model. Members were all encouraged to fill in any blanks. Advice was still being sought from MDC. It was agreed that the Manual should be reviewed annually and that it should be mentioned in the next Parish News.  

13. 2751 Village Display Board. This item was deferred.

14. 2753 Church Notice Board – It was agreed to proceed with repairs to the notice board. The Chairman offered to re-imburse the Council for the costs.

15. 2746 Parish News. It was agreed to pay for the cost of delivery up to £40 given the lateness of its distribution. The Clerk was asked to organise this. Members agreed to distribute along the A371. It was also agreed that the next issue should be distributed in the early summer.

16. 2744 Parish Footpaths. The Clerk was asked to thank Clare Haskins for organising all the work in the village and Cllr.Thompson agreed to get in touch with her to discuss a couple of outstanding issues.

17.  2748 Welcome Pack. The Clerk was asked to thank the Women’s Institute for taking on the task of preparing a pack.

18. Planning matters for consideration. The Council regretted the decision by MDC not to advertise Planning Applications in Mid Somerset Newspapers, nor to display site notices, and the Clerk was therefore asked to post a list weekly on the Parish notice board.

The following permissions were noted.

a. SCC Conditional Permission granted for conversion of Ramspits field barn to educational outdoor classroom use.

b. MDC permission granted for erection of two storey extension and erection of double garage at The Well House, Stoke Road.

19. Finance matters for approval.

a. The Council approved the draft Financial Regulations circulated subject to amending the sum in paragraph 3.4 to £500.

The payment of the following cheques was approved:

b.Cheque no.000369 for £77.00 to Westbury Village Hall for 2003/4 hall hire 

c. Cheque no.000370 for £975.49 to B.J.Lane for salary October to March 2004 (£749.30), imprest (£174.54), Parish Plan supervision (£14.76) & training (£36.89).

d. Cheque no.000371 for £181.51 to Jackie Allen for caretaker work 15 November to 16 March 2004.

20. Reports on meetings attended. Cllr.Wyke reported on a meeting of the AONB Strategic Traffic Action Group  which had received a presentation on the Strategic Freight Partnership by officers from SCC and B&NES.

21. To consider correspondence and information received. None

22. Items for the next Agenda. Parish News.

23. Date of the next meeting – 15 April 2004

Signed as a correct record by the Chairman on 15 April 2004 ……………
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