WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall 

at 7.30pm on 19 June 2003

Present: B.Haslam (Chairman), G.Neale, H.M.West & A.R.Wyke.

In attendance: B.J.Lane (Clerk), Cllr.Livings (County Councillor), A.Glanvile (District Councillor) and one member of the public.

1. Apologies were received from A.J.Thompson.

2. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda.

Cllr.Haslam declared a personal interest in item 21b – the Planning Application at Old Ditch Farm.

3. To confirm the Minutes of the meeting of 19 June 2003.

The Minutes were signed as a correct record subject to the addition of the sentence “Two members expressed their concerns that, given that the Parish Council would be asked to endorse the outcome of the Parish Plan, the process of generating the Plan needed to be fully transparent and to ensure full consultation with all in the community.” to be added to item 16.  2723 Parish Plan.

4. To consider matters arising from the Minutes

The Clerk reported that Cllr.Wyke had been elected to the Mendip Hills Joint Advisory Committee.

5. SCC & MDC matters

Cllr. Livings reported on the publication of a pamphlet on dealing with abandoned vehicles and on the review of the implementation of the recent speed limit restrictions across the county. Cllr. Glanvile explained that the West Mendip Forum committee had been suspended for a review and that an announcement would be made in July.

6. Co-option of new members

It was agreed that it was not necessary to co-opt new members at this time but that the situation should be reviewed in 12 months.

7. 2702/3 Road surfaces & signs

The Clerk reported that a bid for works to Top Road had been unsuccessful for 2003/4 but would be put forward again for 2004/5. The Clerk was asked to remind County Highways that damage to property was taking place because of the inadequate drainage. Resurfacing of several roads in the village should commence in July.

8. 2704 Playing Field

Cllr. West reported on progress with the construction of the skateboard area and on the successful fundraising Casino Night. The Council expressed their delight at the progress with this project and noted that there would be less money for equipment because of the need to extend the length to the recommended 26 metres.

9. 2705 A371 Feasibility Study

Members expressed their disappointment at the lack of progress with this study. However public consultation was now planned to take place in the village on 21-26 July. Councillors were invited to a meeting at 7.00pm on Monday 21 July in the Village Hall.

10. 2723 Parish Plan

It was agreed that it would be helpful for a formal constitution of the Steering Group to be discussed and agreed at the next meeting of the Council.

11. 2691 Neighbourhood Watch

While the monthly visit of the Community Contact vehicle was welcomed it was agreed that the publicity for it should make clear the purpose of the visits. The Clerk was asked to write.

12. 2733 Parish Caretaker

The Clerk reported progress in sorting out the necessary Health & Safety training and waste disposal problems. A proposal to work jointly with Wookey parish was welcomed and the Clerk was asked to progress the project.

13. 2738 Emergency Planning

Only one response had been received to date from the village organisations.

14. 2740 Stoneleigh footpaths

There was no progress to report.

15. 2743 Well water quality

The Clerk reported that neither MDC nor the Environment Agency were concerned with the quality of well water when it was not being used as drinking water.

16. 2744 Footpaths

The Clerk was asked to advise Clare Haskins, Rights of Way Officer for MDC, that there was concern over the difficulty of climbing the style at the top of the Crow Lane footpath and over the crossing of the boggy patch on the footpath above Hollybrook Farm.

17. 2745 The Quality Parish Council Scheme

The Council reviewed its performance against the criteria of the DEFRA scheme. Although it passed most of the Quality Tests it did fail on a number, the primary one being that at least 80% of all Council seats should be filled by election. It was agreed that communication with parishioners could be improved and that a parish newsletter should be produced at least 4 times per year. Cllrs. West & Wyke agreed to produce the first asap. The Chairman’s Annual Report should also be published on the notice boards and a synopsis included in the parish newsletter. The Clerk offered to discuss with the Chairman the question of training and certification for his own work.

18. 2746 Parish News

It was agreed to proceed with a first issue in time to draw attention to the public consultation over the A371 Study. Cllr. Wyke offered to liaise with Malcolm Mogford of The Pew.

19. 2747 Electoral Register

The Clerk was asked to place a copy of the Electoral Register in the church for public use.

20. 2748 Special Project for 2003/4

Two ideas for special Council initiatives were put forward – ways to welcome new residents to the village and the tidying up of a number of small areas of waste land. The latter might become the responsibility of the new caretaker. It was agreed to discuss detailed proposals for a Welcome Pack for new residents at the next meeting.

21. Planning matters for consideration

a. Application to erect a single storey garden store and carport at The Barn, Duck Lane. No objections.

b. Application to convert a barn to a holiday cottage at Old Ditch Farm. No objection, provided that it was provided as ancillary accomodation and not as a separate dwelling.

c. Application to erect a single storey rear extension at 30 Stoneleigh. No objection.

d. Application for temporary storage at Unit 8, Lodge Hill Industrial Park. It was agreed to try to arrange a site visit for all members at 6.30pm Tuesday 24 June and to hold a special Council Meeting at 7.30pm to consider the application. 

e. Appplication to undertake works to a walnut tree at 1 Glencott, The Hollow. No objection.

22. Planning permissions to be noted

Permissions were noted for a first floor extension to Molehill Cottage, to fell 2 Leylandii at Wellington House and to undertake works to trees at the primary school.

23. Finance matters for noting and approval

The following were noted –

a. receipt of a grant of £100 from MDC towards footpath maintainance;

b. receipt of a donation of £80 towards the costs of the commemorative plaque for the canopy seat;

c. receipt of a VAT refund of £512.03;

d. payment of cheque no.000308 for £265 to M.W.J.Isgar for noticeboard and;

e. payment of cheque no.000309 for £622.50 to Marshall Marqees for canopy curtain.

f. The Clerk presented the Financial Statements for 2002/3, which were agreed and signed by the Chairman. The Clerk was asked to formally thank Mr. Michael Green who had acted as Internal Auditor and to ask him whether he would be prepared to act in the same capacity for another year. 

g. The Clerk explained the process of formal audit and members considered the requirements of the Annual Return. The Council agreed that the Chairman should sign  the Section 1 – Statement of Accounts and Section 2 – Statement of Assurance.

24. Reports on meetings attended

The Chairman reported on the AGM of the Village Hall Committee of 4 June and members noted that the Committee would be eligible this year to apply to the Parish Council for a grant.

25. Correspondence & information received & circulated

There was nothing to be discussed.

26. Items for the next Agenda

The following items were agreed to be on the Agenda of the next meeting -the budget and 3 months accounts, welcome pack, parish newsletter and Mendip Hills AONB.

27. Dates of the next meetings were confirmed as Tuesday 24 June and Thursday 17 July 2003.
Approved by the Chairman as a correct record on 17 July 2003

Barry Lane, Clerk

2 Glencott, The Hollow, Westbury-sub-Mendip, Wells  BA5 1HH

01749 870457

barry.j.lane@btopenworld.com
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