WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall 

at 7.30pm on 20 February 2003

Present:
B.Haslam (Chairman), K.J.French, R.D.Healey, P.M.Love, A.J.Thompson, A.R.Wyke.

In attendance: B.J.Lane (Clerk), B.Livings (County Councillor) and two members of the public.

1. Apologies were received from Cllr. L.A.Moore (Vice-Chairman) and Cllr. S.D.Harrison (District Councillor).

2. Declarations of interest.

Cllr.Wyke declared a non-pecuniary interest as a School Governor in item 19b and Cllr. Haslam declared a personal interest in the purchase of a marquee in item 7. 

3. The Minutes of the Meeting of 16 January 2003 were signed as a true record.

4. Matters arising from the Minutes:

Cllr. Wyke reported that she had raised the issue of flyposting with the school, who would attend to the matter.

5. SCC & MDC matters

Cllr.Livings reported that the County Council Tax was likely to be raised by 11.9%. Cllr. Wyke regretted that rural policing still appeared to be a low priority. Cllr. Livings reported that in fact the rime rate in Wells was actually the lowest for any district. Cllr. Thompson queried the allocation of policing costs between different areas.

6. 2702/3 Road surfaces & signs
Cllrs again requested that works to Top Road should be pursued. Cllr.Healey asked about the vehicle counter on School Hill and the Clerk was asked to find out what it was for. The Council had received complaints about the considerable amount of mud on The Hollow and the Clerk was asked to write to the farmers concerned.

7. 2704 Playing Field

Cllr.Thompson reported on the success of the Playing Field Committee in raising funds from several trusts and that contractors for the work were now to be selected. Cllrs. were interested to know whether the Committee had considered future alternative uses for the concrete area. The Parish Council re-affirmed their support for the scheme but were still awaiting details of the plans and costs.

Cllr.Haslam reported on the Parish Council’s successful bid for £3400 from the Somerset Aggregates Sustainability Fund towards a marquee and curtains for the railway canopy. The Council formally delegated Cllrs. Wyke and Thompson to organise the selection of a suitable supplier. A meeting with one of the possible suppliers would take place on 25 February.

8.
2705 A371 Feasibility Study
The next Group committee would take place on 3 March. A letter from Mrs.Henley requesting a footpath between Hollybrook and Top Road was noted and would be passed to the committee. The Clerk also reported that English Heritage had inspected the damage to the cross and did not recommend any repairs, but they did ask that they should be formally consulted over the Study Group’s plans for the cross area. The Clerk was asked to ensure that this took place.

9.
2707 Mortar Pits
No response had yet been received from SCC over the ownership of this area.

10.
2718 Notice Boards

There was no progress to report.

11.
2723 Parish Plan
Cllr. Haslam reported on activity to date and most houses had now been circulated with an introductory leaflet. The Steering Group had elected John Crickett as Chairman and Alun Parfitt as Secretary. The Clerk would act as co-ordinator with the Parish Council and as treasurer for any funds received from the Countryside Agency. Volunteers were still needed to assist the Steering Group in its work.

12.
2725 Back Lane renaming.

The Clerk reported that the signs should be installed by the end of February.

13.
2691 Neighbourhood Watch
Cllr.Wyke reported that the theft of car keys hung inside doors with letter boxes had been identified as a recent trend.

14.
2729 First Responders Scheme
The Council was very impressed by this initiative and agreed to offer the organisers a donation of £200 from the current year’s budget and to consider them again in 2003/4. The Pew had carried notice of the scheme and the school were organising a training day, which Cllrs. hoped might be open to all.

15.
2733 Village caretaker
The Clerk reported on the research that he had undertaken and indicated that a job description need to be drawn up and agreed. Cllrs.Haslam, Thompson and Healey agreed to produce a draft for discussion. The Clerk was asked to investigate whether a licence was need to work on the roads.  

16.
2737 District & Parish Council Elections
The Clerk reported on the timetable for the local elections and had information packs available for anyone interested. The need for a strong field of candidates was stressed.

17.
2738 Emergency Planning
The Clerk was asked to obtain more detailed guidance on the SCC proposals for local emergency arrangements.

18.
2739 Kerbside Recycling Scheme
The proposed arrangements for Westbury were noted.

19.
Planning Matters
a.   Application to fell cypressus at Freehill House. No objection.

b.   Application to fell a holm oak at The Old Vicarage. The Council did not feel that the applicant had given sufficient reasons for felling and felt that trimming might be adequate.

c. The permissions for the removal of the Leylandii hedge at the church, the erection of an extension to Spring Cottage and a storage building at Lodge Hill industrial Park were noted.

20.
Finance matters
a. Internal independent auditor’s report. The Clerk reported on recent meetings with Michael Green and read extracts from his report.  It stated that he was satisfied that the systems in place would enable him to certify that they are adequate and effective apart from one aspect, which was that the Council needed to have a letter from the Tax Office exempting them from PAYE. He further recommended that the Council should, after the elections, consider adopting more comprehensive Financial Regulations based on those provided by NALC. The Clerk was asked to obtain the necessary exemption letter and to work with Mr.Green to produce some new Regulations for consideration.

21.
Reports on meetings attended
Cllr.Thompson reported on his attendance at the Shepton Mallet/Wells Area Board meeting on 11 February at which he had presented the Council’s objections to the application for permanent external storage facilities on the Lodge Hill Industrial Park. The Board had upheld the objections and agreed that they were minded to refuse the application subject to a risk assessment by senior officers. Cllr. Thompson was thanked for attending.

22.
Correspondence & information received.


There were no comments.

23.
Items for the next agenda
It was agreed that the village caretaker and footpaths at Stoneleigh should be on the March agenda.

24.
Date of the next meeting.
The next meeting would take place at 7.30pm on Thursday 20 March 2003 in the Village Hall.

Signed by the Chairman on 20 March 2003 as a correct record.

Barry Lane, Clerk

2 Glencott, The Hollow, Westbury-sub-Mendip, Wells  BA5 1HH

01749 870457

barry.j.lane@btopenworld.com
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