WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall 

at 7.30pm on 20 November 2003

Present: B.Haslam (Chairman), G.Neale, A.J.Thompson & H.M.West.

In attendance: B.J.Lane (Clerk), Cllr.Livings (County Councillor), A.Glanvile (District Councillor) and 9 members of the public.

The meeting began with short presentations by Rebecca Smith, Rights of Way Project Officer for  SCC and Clare Haskins, Rights of Way Officer for MDC. 

1. Apologies were received from Cllr. Wyke.

2. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda.

Cllr. West declared a personal interest in item 19b. as a friend of the applicant.

3. To confirm the Minutes of the meetings of 16 and 21 October 2003.

The Minutes were signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

4. To consider matters arising from the Minutes

The Clerk reported that an official notice had been posted and included in the Parish News about the two vacancies for parish councillors.

5. SCC & MDC matters

Cllr.Livings reported that the county council was consulting the public about the levels of Council Tax for next year. Cllr. Glanvile reported that Mendip DC was still considering their budget proposals.
6. 2702/3 Road surfaces & signs

The Clerk reported that following recent contact with Atkins most of the repairs had been carried out promptly although Drappel Lane now needed surface dressing.

7. 2704 Playing Field

Cllr. West reported that equipment had now been ordered for the skateboard area. Cllr. Thompson suggested that a joint Playing Fields/Parish Council long-term plan was needed for the maintenance of this village asset. 

8. 2705 A371 Feasibility Study

Cllr. Thompson reported on the recent Steering Group meeting at which the plans for the A371 were discussed. Re-classification of the road had been agreed by those present at the meeting except by the representatives from Cheddar, & the Hollybrook area would be reconsidered. The proposals for the Cross had been withdrawn and it was clear that the Parish Council needed to put forward specific plans to meet the needs of the village. It was agreed to do this. Cllr. Livings offered to try to obtain the public feedback from Atkins/SCC concerning the area. The Clerk was also asked to write.

9. 2723 Parish Plan

The Steering Group had circulated a newsletter in the village and its next committee meeting would receive the basic analysis of the data collected.

10. 2691 Neighbourhood Watch

There was nothing to report.

11. 2733 Parish Caretaker

The Clerk reported on the useful induction training that he and Ms. Allen had received from the SCC. A First Aid kit would be bought, procedures for security and safety for lone working had been drawn up and an Accident Book would be maintained. A number of cones and road working signs needed to be bought and it was agreed that the Clerk should order them in conjunction with Wookey Parish Council.

12. 2738 Emergency Planning

Cllr. Thompson reported that a first meeting would be held on 23 November.
13. 2746 Parish News

The next edition would be circulated in January.

14. 2751 Village Display Board

It was agreed to invite parishioners’ views on this in the January Parish News.

15. 2752 Parish Meeting of 24 October 2003

The Clerk reported that the Council had the power to accept a donation from the Wells Hospital Support Group, should they be able or willing to contrbute to the costs of the poll.

16. Nomination for LAMP Deputy Parish Representative

The Council agreed to nominate Mr.P.J.Tinney of Wedmore.

17. Electricity works in The Square

The Council noted with dismay the damage to the Memorial Garden area and shared the concern of local residents over the lack of consultation and advance warning of the full extent of the work by Western Power Distribution. It was noted that the Parish Council would receive £100 from WPD, via Mrs. Fisher, as a contribution to restoration work and agreed to offer to recompense Mrs.Dolby to a maximum of £100 if she was willing to undertake the work. The larger transformer was a great shame in the centre of the Conservation Area. It was understood that the county council owned the land but the Clerk was asked to check this.

18. Rights of Way issues

Following the presentations at the beginning of the meeting Cllr. Thompson was asked to have a look at the proposed work schedule of MDC.

19. Planning matters for consideration

a.    Application for works to trees at High Bank, Lynch Lane. No objection.

b. Application for a rear extension to The Meadows, Duck Lane (CAT A). No objection.

c. Application for the removal of Condition 02 from Consent 114326/000 to allow use of approved holiday accommodation as permanent dwelling (CAT B) at Glebe Barn, Hannahs Lane. No objection.

d. Erection of bungalow (CAT B) at Christmas Steps, Old Ditch. The Council agreed to object to this proposal on the grounds that the footprint of the bungalow was too large within the plot; that its bulk was too large intruding too high within the valley; and that it left the existing house with no off-road parking.
Planning permissions to be noted


The following permissions were noted:

a.    Approval to fell 5 Leylandii at Wellington House, Wells Road.

b. Approval to undertake work to tress at Stoneleigh House, Roughmoor Lane.

c. Refusal to remove Condition 02 to allow use of Glebe Barn, Hannahs Lane as permanent dwelling. 

20. Finance matters for approval

a. The Clerk presented the Actual & Projected figures for the current year, which were accepted by the Council.

b. The Clerk presented a Budget for 2004/5 which was agreed, including a standstill Precept of £6000.

The following cheque payments were approved & noted:

a. Cheque no.000351 to First Responder for £200 (donation)

b. Cheque no.000352 to Air Ambulance for £200 (donation)

c. Cheque no.000353 to Wells Citizens Advice Bureau for £200 (donation).

d. Cheque no.000354 to Robert Glanvile Playing Field Trust for £288.56 for insurance.

e. Cheque no.000355 to B.J.Lane for £110.24 Imprest for April – October.

f. Cheque no.000356 to B.J.Lane for £95.91 for Parish Plan work.

g. Cheque no.000357 to J.Allen for £88.72 caretaker work (14 Sept – 12 November)

h. Cheque no.000358 to A.Thompson for £8.10 for photocopying.

i. Cheque no.000359 to Mendip District Council for £63.15 for election expenses

j. Cheque no.000360 to St.Andrews Press for £23.26 for Parish News
21. Reports on meetings attended

There were no reports.

22. Correspondence & information received & circulated

The Clerk reported on a grant application received from the Wells & Mendip Museum, which it was agreed should be considered at the next meeting, and on the MDC proposals for the Area Boards which would be circulated for individual comment.

The Chairman reported that the PCC had requested that the Council purchase a safety switch & time switch for the Christmas tree lights which had been purchased by the Council some years ago. The Council agreed to this request.

23. Items for the next Agenda

No special items were proposed.
24. Date of the next meeting

It was agreed that the next meeting should take place on 15 January, provided that there was no important business that needed to be dealt with.

Signed by the Chairman on 15 January as a correct record.
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