WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on 26 February 2004.

Present: B. Haslam (Chairman), R. Healey, G. Neale, A.B.Shepherd, A.J.Thompson & R.Wyke.

In attendance: - Cllr.Livings (County Councillor).

1. Apologies were received from Cllr. Glanville (District Councillor) and B.J.Lane (Clerk).

2. Declarations of Acceptance. R. Healey and A.B.Shepherd had signed their Declarations of Acceptance of Office in the presence of the Clerk.  The Chairman welcomed the two new councillors to the meeting.

3. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda. Cllr. Shepherd declared a personal interest in item 18c.

4. To confirm the Minutes of the meeting of 15 January 2004. The Minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record.

5. Matters arising. There were no reports on Matters Arising.

6. SCC & MDC matters. Cllr.Livings reported that a rise of 5.7% had been budgeted with priority being given to social services and children in care.  Arts and museums had taken the brunt of the cuts. The Fire Authority were undergoing modernisation and their headquarters were to be moved from Hestercombe House, possibly to share with the Police at Clevedon.  80% of Emergency calls are false alarms. The Local Transport Plan will be presented 10 March 2004 for discussion.  The Government will only fund one major scheme in the county. Information on A371 funding should be available next week. Cllr. Wyke asked whether it was correct that East and West Somerset Divisions were not going to be amalgamated and whether there was any information available regarding increases in police funding.  Cllr. Livings replied that the Divisions were not to be amalgamated but funding would increase by 12%. Cllr. Healey enquired about the benefits of improving Junction 25 on the M5 and duelling the A358.  _ Cllr. Livings replied that changes would improve the link with A303 and facilitate the growth of Taunton.

7. 2702/3 Road surfaces & signs. No discussion

8. 2704 Playing Field. It was advised that the skate board area was now in use and that a bid had been made to SALC Fund for monies to replace damaged fencing. A fund raising event was also to be organised. It was noted that the renewal of the fencing had been totally funded by an external grant and the Playing Field Committee was not seeking a top up from the Parish Council.  It was agreed that the Playing Field Committee should be congratulated on the efforts they have made to provide the additional facilities.
9. 2705 A371 Feasibility Study. Cllr. Thompson explained his suggestions for the Cross area for the benefit of the new members.  Consultation with some of the stakeholders had to take place.  Concern was expressed that W. S. Atkins would not produce any further drawings for the Cross apparently due to the lack of funding. The Clerk was asked to contact W.S. Atkins to ascertain what could be done in relation to further drawings, etc.  It was considered necessary to reach a stage where the Parish Council was in agreement and then contact the stakeholders.  Cllrs. Healey and Shepherd would pass their comments to Cllr. Thompson.

10. 2723 Parish Plan. Details of the current financial position and proposed programme were circulated for information.

11. 2691 Neighbourhood Watch. With regards to the current spate of burglaries Cllr. Wyke advised that the police were not very forthcoming on the matter, but that no clear pattern was emerging.  On two occasions front doors were unlocked and on other keys for expensive cars had been stolen. Concern was expressed that the local constabulary was not supporting the scheme.  It was agreed to raise awareness of Neighbourhood Watch by placing an article in the next Parish Newsletter and also to seek more local co-ordinators.

12. 2733 Parish Caretaker. It was agreed that more regular attention should be given to the much used Crow Lane footpath.

13. 2738 Emergency Planning. Cllr. Thompson reported that the Emergency Planning Committee had held three meeting and worked their way through the Emergency Planning Manual provided by SCC.  

14. 2751 Village Display Board. There was nothing further to discuss until a response was received from the item in the forthcoming Parish News.

15. 2753 Church Notice Board – The Chairman offered to obtain quotations for the repair of the parish notice board at the church

16. 2746 Parish News. It was agreed to leave this matter for discussion at the next meeting.

17. 2744 Parish Footpaths. It was reported that good comments had been received regarding the new footpath signs. Cllr. Thompson agreed to contact the District Council to ascertain whether they have finished their current programme of work.

18. Planning matters for consideration.

a. Application to make internal alterations, re-configure accommodation, erect rear extension and to make alterations to roofs and fenestration at Box Bush Villa, Duck Lane (CAT A). No objections.

b. Application to undertake works to birch tree at Orchard Lodge, Station Road (CAT A). There were no objections to this proposal.

c. Application to erect a porch on the front north elevation and a single storey extension on the east elevation of Freeways, Wells Road (CAT A). Cllr. Shepherd left the meeting for this item.  No objections.

The following permissions and withdrawals were noted.

d. Permission to undertake works to trees at Woodrae, 5 Station Road. 

e. Permission granted for erection of conservatory to rear of 3 Stoneleigh, Roughmoor Lane.

f. Permission granted for extension to The Barn, Perch Hill subject to conditions.

g. Application for development of land adjacent to Christmas Steps, Old Ditch withdrawn.

h. Permission granted to fell trees at 3 Bell Close.

19. Finance matters for approval.

a)  Provision of retirement gratuity for the Clerk. The principle of a lump sum based on 3/80th of the annual salary was agreed, subject to clarifying the mechanism for budgeting and financial control.  (b) It was agreed to approach the Friends of Wells Cottage Hospital for re-imbursement of the £399-99 costs incurred holding the village poll.

The payment of the following cheques was approved:

c.Cheque no.000366 to Mendip District Council for cost of poll £399.99

d.Cheque no.000367 to SALC for training support for Clerk £85.00

e.Cheque no.000368 to Wookey Parish Council for share of caretaker’s equipment costs of £257.41 

20. Reports on meetings attended. None

21. To consider correspondence and information received. Cllr. Wyke advised that Mendip Hills AONB were proposing to erect stone marker posts around its boundary. It was agreed that Cllr. Wyke and the Clerk should respond on the Council’s behalf indicating that the concept of boundary markers was a good idea but that they should perhaps be not so visually intrusive. Since the District Council is no longer putting up planning notices, but merely notifying neighbours, it was suggested that a special notice (probably coloured) could be placed on the parish notice board.  This matter to be discussed at the next meeting and clear procedures to be produced.

22. Items for the next Agenda. In addition to items mentioned above the other item was Parish News.

23. Date of the next meeting – 15 April 2004

Signed on 18 March 2004 by the Chairman as a correct record:
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