WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on 7 February 2005.

Present: B.Haslam (Chairman), R. Healey, G.Neale, A.B.Shepherd, T.Thompson & R.Wyke.

In attendance: - B. Lane (Clerk) and one member of the public.

1. Apologies were received from H. West, Cllr.Glanvile & Cllr.Livings.

2. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda. There were no declarations of interest.

3. To confirm the Minutes of the meeting of 20 January 2005. The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

4. Matters arising. The Clerk reported that he had dealt with the matter of branches overhanging the main road near the pub, the stile on the footpath between Mares Lane & Lynchcombe Lane, and recycling facilities at the Mortar Pits. A review of the use of the latter would take place within the next 3 months. 

5. SCC matters. There were no matters arising to report. 

6. Planning matters for assessment.
a. Application to erect a stable, create an exercise area and form access for private use only on land at Lynchcombe Lane, Perch Hill.

The Council objected to the proposal on two main grounds; firstly on the intensification of development in the AONB as there are already stables and a stable yard across the lane; and secondly on the grounds of adverse visual impact in a very sensitive area of landscape – the building is too large (based even of the acreage of land available for horses), there is no proposed screening and the materials for the roof are inappropriate. The Council also hoped that MDC would follow the planning guidelines produced by the Mendip Hills AONB. Should MDC be minded to approve the application the Council agreed that they would like to see a number of issues dealt with by conditions viz. restrictions on external lighting and use of electricity generator, reduction of visual impact by more appropriate materials and vegetative screening, and no commercial use of the property.

7. Reports on meetings attended. There were none.

8. Correspondence & information received. There was none.

9. Items for the next Agenda. No specific items were agreed.

10. Date of the next meeting – was confirmed as 17 February 2005 and it was agreed to bring the May meeting forward from 19 to 12 May 2005.

Signed by the Chairman on 7 February 2005 as a correct record.
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