WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall 

at 7.30pm on 12 September 2002

Present:
B.Haslam (Chairman), L.A.Moore (Vice-Chairman), K.J.French, R.D.Healey, A.R.Wyke.

In attendance: B.J.Lane (Clerk), B.Livings (County Councillor) for items 1 - 17, and a member from the Press.

1. Apologies were received from Cllrs. P.M.Love and A.J.Thompson.

2. Cllr. L.A.Moore declared a non-pecunary interest in item 16.

3. The Minutes of the Meeting of 11 July 2002 were signed as a true record.

4. Matters arising from the Minutes
There were no Matters Arising from the minutes other than those on the Agenda.

5. Somerset County Council matters.

Cllr. Livings reported that the County had accepted the Inspector’s report on the Minerals Local Plan in full, except for minor points, and that it would be published shortly for consultation.

6. 2702/2703 Road surfaces and signs.

The clerk reported that the dog fouling signs had been erected as requested. Members asked the clerk to investigate why there were white marking up The Hollow and to ask Highways for details of their Forward Plans for Westbury. Members also drew attention to the large quantity of leaves along School Hill, which would certainly block the drains when rain fell.

7.
2704 Playing Fields 

The Chairman reported that he would be making an application to the Friendly Society for a grant towards the extra costs of the Canopy. The search for a stonemason to construct the memorial seat continued. Cllr.Healey reported that the Playing Field Committee had agreed to reduce the specification for the skateboard area and moved its location. An application to the Council for a grant would be made once a firm budget had been prepared. The Chairman also reported that an alternative route for the cyclepath through the playing field was being considered.
8.
2705
A371 Sub-committee

The notes of the sub-committee meeting of 12 July were received and the clerk was asked to incorporate details from last year about speed limits into the  report and to send it to SCC. The need to incorporate the cyclepath into the A371 study and the AONB plans was noted. The Chairman was nominated to be the Council’s representative on the SCC Steering Group. Cllr.Wyke would be the Council’s representative on the AONB committee.

9       2707 Mortar Pits

The clerk had enquired of Mendip District Council about the ownership of land at Mortar Pits and had not yet had a reply. Cllr. Livings offered to investigate. Meanwhile it was reported that kerb-side recycling would be introduced in the Spring of 2003 and its impact on Mortar Pits might have to be taken into account.

10      2708 Golden Jubilee Party

The clerk reported that the final account for the event had come in just under budget.

11       2718 Notice boards

The notice board would be erected shortly and members agreed that an additional £30 should be paid for its installation.

12       2721a Rights of way

This item was deferred.

13       2723 Parish Plan

The Chairman reported that the Council’s intention to produce a plan had been registered with the Countryside Agency and that the first step would be to contact all the village organisations for advice on possible topics to be included in such a plan. The Council agreed to set up a small working group to progress the details and that this would include Cllrs. French and Wyke, and the Chairman Cllr.Haslam. Cllr.Thompson would also be invited to join.

14       2725 Back Lane renaming

The clerk reported that the residents at Drapple and Stream Farms   supported the idea that the part of Back Lane from Old Ditch to Kites Croft should be renamed Silver Street, as it was called in 1901. The clerk was asked to pursue this with the relevant authorities.

15      Communication with parishioners

It was agreed that the Chairman would approach the Westbury Inn about the possibility of displaying information. Provision of a  second notice board for Stoneleigh would be discussed at the next meeting.

16  
Burial grants and churchyard maintainance

The Council was advised of the problems faced by the PCC over repairs to the churchyard walls. The clerk was asked to investigate and to ask for a copy of the PCC’s Quinquennial report.

17       2691 Neighbourhood Watch

The was nothing to report.

18       Planning Applications to be considered:

a.Renewal of consent for the erection of a first floor extension to Poplar Farm, Lynch Lane. No objections.


b.Works to trees at Combe Hay Farm. No objections.


The Council noted five applications approved by MDC.

19       Finance

a. The Auditors report for 2001/2 was received and noted.

b. Members agreed to payment of the additional premium of £44.71 to Cornhill Insurance(cheque no.000276)

c. Council agreed that the clerk should write to SCC concerning Cornhill’s inability to offer full insurance for the Millenium stones as per the terms of the contract with the SCC.

d. Members agreed to payment of £58.75 to Moore Stephens for the Audit (cheque no.000277)

Members agreed to the following donations:

e. Village Hall £150 (cheque no.000278)

f. R.G.Playing Field Trust £260 (cheque no.000279)

g. Citizens Advice Bureau £100 (cheque no.000280)

h. Neighbourhood Watch £25 (cheque no.000281)

i. Relate £50 (cheque no.000282)

20       Reports on meetings attended

Cllr.Wyke reported her attendance at West Mendip Forum.

21       Correspondence and information

No matters were raised before the meeting.

22       Items for discussion at the next meeting
Members asked that the DEFRA paper, First Responder Scheme and the churchyard be included on the next agenda.

23      The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Thursday 10 October 2002

Signed by the Chairman as a true record on 10 October 2002

Clerk: Barry Lane
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