WESTBURY FRIENDLY SOCIETY


CONSTUTION





The Society shall be called "THE WESTBURY FRIENDLY SOCIETY and shall consist of an unlimited number of subscribing members.   For the purpose of these rules any reference to the masculine shall include a reference to the feminine.


The aim of the Society is to maintain the rural tradition, which exists in Westbury -sub - Mendip, and enhance the well being and social life of residents of all ages, by supporting and promoting activities for the benefit of the community.   When funds are available the Friendly Society will make donations to local organisations and individuals subject to the separate guidelines adopted by the Committee.


All residents of Westbury - sub - Mendip or former residents and in both cases their immediate families and non-residents who have previously been a member of the Society are eligible for membership.  On joining the Society each adult and each child under the age of sixteen shall pay a non-returnable subscription to cover the period of the Society.  The Committee will determine the level of the subscriptions at the commencement of the three-year period.  The Committee may consider occasional applications for membership other than for reasons as stated above.


The Society shall be formed for a period of three years and shall be under the control and direction of a Committee, which shall consist of Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer, and a Committee of not more than thirty subscribing members.  The Committee shall be elected by a General Meeting, held on such date as the retiring Committee shall decide, and shall serve for a fixed period of three years.   The Committee shall have powers to co-opt further members should the need arise.  However the total number shall not exceed thirty. The Committee shall elect an Honorary President who shall be an ex--officio member of that Committee.


Sub-Committees may be formed, but they shall be non-executive and report to the main Committee.   A Sub-Committee shall be limited to six members of the Society.

















The Committee shall attend at the several quarterly meetings to transact the general business of the Society.  A Special Committee Meeting may be called on the authority of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, or not less than five members of the Committee on giving notice to all Committee Members of not less than seven days of the meeting. A quorum shall comprise seven members of the Committee and in the absence of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman the meeting may elect from among their number a Vice-Chairman for the purpose of conducting the meeting. 


In the case of a division where the votes shall be equal, the Chairman or if not present the Vice-Chairman shall have the casting vote.


The Treasurer shall take charge of all monies belonging to the Society that shall be brought to him from time to time, and advance to the Stewards from the monies in his hands, such sums as may be required by them for purposes of the Society.  He shall keep an account of all monies received or expended by him on behalf of the Society, and shall produce the same when requested, for inspection of the Committee, and in any case once per year.  The Treasurer shall be removable at the Pleasure of the Committee; on all occasions, in the execution of his office, he shall act under their superintendence and direction. 


The Secretary shall be at the direction of the Committee, be responsible for all records and correspondence.


Stewards shall be chosen from among the Committee Members, who shall be called the Senior and Junior Stewards; they shall be chosen by the Committee to organise and support the running of events and projects. 


Any member of the Society convicted of felony or misdemeanour shall be expelled at the discretion of the Committee.


Any person who has defrauded, or attempted to defraud, any other similar Society, and shall have been found guilty thereof by such Society, or expelled for the same shall not be eligible to be a member of this Society.


The official Headquarters of the Society shall be the Westbury Inn, Westbury - sub - Mendip, although it shall be at the discretion of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, or other official of the Society to decide where any particular meeting shall take place.


If any member shall be found intoxicated, or in any public house after eight o'clock in the evening. or shall drink more than one pint of beer or cider at one sitting that person shall derive no advantage from the Society for the space of three months.





A General Meeting of the Society shall be held annually on the Spring Bank Holiday, or such other date as the Committee shall decide to coincide with the traditional Club Day, Every subscribing member shall attend at the Society's Headquarters decently dressed, at a time to be announced, or forfeit ten pence, unless he be prevented by sickness or some other cause to be allowed by the Committee; and after the business of the Society is transacted, the members shall walk in procession and be invited to attend an interdenominational service at Westbury Church.  Every member who behaves improperly therein during such service shall be dealt with at the discretion of the Committee.   The members shall return from Church in procession to a suitable meeting place in order to partake of a luncheon.   Each subscribing member on that day shall wear a plain blue ribbon over the left shoulder, and tied under the right arm.   Blue staves and spears, together with the Society's colours shall be displayed; the 'dolly' shall be the responsibility of the standard bearer.


The Clergyman of Westbury shall be requested to preach a sermon before the Society, on the day of the annual meeting, for which the Stewards shall present the Clergyman or deputy representative of the Church with a fee or suitable gratuity from the funds of' the Society.


If any member shall be found guilty of purloining, wasting or embezzling anything at any meeting of the Society, they shall pay for the same out of their own pocket, and forfeit such sums as the Committee may order.  If any member sees or knows of any fellow members guilty of the like offence, and does not inform the Society, or the master or mistress of the room, that his or her property, or the value of it, may be restored accordingly, they shall also forfeit the like sum.


If the Senior Stewards shall be sick or lame at one time, the Junior Stewards shall be obliged to do the office, and if at any time the Stewards or Secretary shall demand silence during the hours of the Society's meeting, each member shall conform thereto, or forfeit five pence for every neglect. 


If any member of this Society at any meeting shall be intoxicated, or shall curse or swear, or use uncivil language to any member, make wagers or promote gambling, or quarrelling, he shall, for every such offence forfeit ten pence.


Should the Society's funds permit, when any member of this Society shall depart this life a sum of twenty-five pounds shall be allowed out of the funds of the Society to the next of kin or principal beneficiary. Likewise, should the Society's funds permit, an additional sum of ten pounds shall be donated to a nominated charity if so requested.


At the expiration of three years from the commencement hereof, all monies and securities shall be transferred to the successor Committee of a newly constituted Society.  In the event of no such Society being formed the said monies and securities shall be disposed of at the discretion of a General Meeting of the retiring Committee and members. 


If at any future time the Committee shall think it expedient to alter or revoke any, or either of these rules, orders and regulations, or to make any other rules, orders and regulations, for the better government and direction of the Society, they shall at any meeting have full power to do so, provided seven days notice of such intention be given by the Secretary to each member of the Committee, and such altered or new rules, orders and regulations shall be binding on the whole Society as fully as if they had originally formed part of this Constitution, and the Committee shall in all cases interpret and decide the meaning of these, or any such future rules, orders or regulations. 


The constitution together with the rules, orders and regulations shall be made available to any member of the Society on application to a Committee member.   Should any member request a copy of these documents, they will be provided at his expense. 


Everyone who now is, or hereafter shall become a member of this Society, hereby agrees and engages himself to observe, fulfil and keep the foregoing Constitution, rules, orders and regulations according to their true purport, intent and meaning; and in default he declares himself subject and liable to all the fines and penalties hereinbefore mentioned; and he hereby gives to the Committee and Stewards for the time being full power and authority to enforce against him the said rules, orders and regulations. 


The Society shall at all times have power to arrange such functions as may be necessary to supplement funds for the betterment of the Society.


�Adopted 29th March 2004


�PAGE  �4�














