WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on 18 November 2004.

Present: B.Haslam (Chairman), G.Neale, A.B.Shepherd, T.Thompson & H.West.

In attendance: - B. Lane (Clerk), Cllr.Glanvile (for items 9 onwards), Cllr.Livings & one member of the public.

1. Apologies were received from R.Healey & R.Wyke.

2. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda. There were no declarations of interest.

3. To confirm the Minutes of the meetings of 21 October 2004. The Minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

4. Matters arising. There were no matters arising to report.

5. SCC & MDC matters. Cllr.Livings reported that SCC Social Services had received a three star rating in its review. Cllr.Glanvile reported that MDC’s cleansing contract had gone out to tender and that, funds permitting, Westbury might get more frequent visits than in the past.

6.  2702/3 Road surfaces & signs. The Clerk reported that he & Cllr.Thompson had met with Phil Harris to view sites and discuss the issues raised at the last parish council meeting. Action had been promised on most of the points but he had suggested that a letter should be written to the Highways manager about his proposed solution to the Top Road flooding. This has been done.

7. 2704 Playing Field.   Cllr.Thompson reported that maintenance work had recently been undertaken, but that one wooden seat needed to be replaced. Cllr.West reported that the committee was seeking funds for some basketball equipment. Cllr.Livings reminded the meeting of the discretionary SCC funds that he had available for each parish. 
8. 2705 A371 Feasibility Study. Cllr.Livings reported on a recent meeting with Richard Needs at which he had received that assurance that four local projects would be progressed this financial year, including one in Westbury. However the competing demands of the Taunton Silk Mills area appeared to taking priority at the moment.
9. 2723 Parish Plan. Cllr.Shepherd had circulated a draft of the section concerning the Parish Council’s topics for action. This was approved subject to Cllr.Thompson making one small amendment.

10. 2691 Neighbourhood Watch. There was no report.

11. 2733 Parish Caretaker. The Clerk reported on the caretaker’s recent work & problems with her health.

12. 2759 Rights of Way Improvement Plan. All councillors had now had the chance to see & comment on the circulating papers and Cllr.Thompson agreed to pull the responses together for the Clerk to respond to the SCC by the deadline required.
13.  2760 Court House Farm. There was nothing further to report.
14.  Planning matters for consideration.

a. Application for change of use of agricultural land to equestrian use at Lynchcombe Lane. No objections but the Council requested that any building or other development should be submitted for planning permission.

b. Application to fell an ash tree at Ditchfield, Lynch Lane. Councillors objected to this application on the grounds that no adequate reason had been given by the applicant and also that the presence of trees intermingled with buildings gave the village much of its character.

c. Application to erect a dwelling at Christmas Steps, Old Ditch. Concern was expressed that this development deprived the existing house of its off-road parking. The Council voted 5 to 1 in favour of supporting the proposal, which was a significantly revised version of the application that had previously been refused permission.

15. Planning matters for note. MDC had refused permission to convert barns at Drapple Farm but had granted permission to convert barns at Old Ditch Barns and to make minor amendments to the plans for a porch at Freewings, Wells Road. The appeal of Mrs.Foulkes against MDC enforcement notices for roof lights and a boiler flue having been inserted without Listed Building Consent was noted.  

16. Finance matters for approval.

a. The Council received and approved the Clerk’s budget for the next financial year and agreed a standstill Precept of £6000.

b. The Council noted with regret the resignation of Michael Green as independent auditor for the Council’s accounts and agreed to invite Barbara Calverley to undertake the role.

c. The Council approved the signing of one cheque as follows:

Cheque no.000392 for £170.38 to Moore Stephens for their audit.

17. Finance matters for noting. 
The Council noted the signing of five cheques as follows:

a. Cheque no.000387 for £400 to Air Ambulance

b. Cheque no.000388 for £100 to St.Lawrence PCC

c. Cheque no.000389 for £150 to Wells & Mendip Museum

d. Cheque no.000390 for £400 to First Responder

e. Cheque no.000391 for £200 to Wells

18.Reports on meetings attended. There were no reports.

19. To consider reports on correspondence and information received. There were none.

20. Items for the next Agenda. One item was agreed for the January meeting – the proposed village environment appraisal & conservation plan.

21. Date of the next meeting – 16 December 2004 for Planning Applications only.

Signed by the Chairman on 16 December 2004 as a correct record.
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