WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on 20 January 2005.

Present: B.Haslam (Chairman), G.Neale, A.B.Shepherd, T.Thompson, H.West & R.Wyke.

In attendance: - B. Lane (Clerk) & Cllr.Glanvile.

1. Apologies were received from R.Healey & Cllr.Livings.

2. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda. There were no declarations of interest.

3. To confirm the Minutes of the meeting of 16 December 2004. The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

4. Matters arising. There were no matters arising to report. 

5. SCC matters. Cllr.Glanvile reported that MDC had received the tenders for the street cleaning contracts.

6. 2702/3 Road surfaces & signs. Overhanging branches beside the road from Crow Lane to the pub are making walking there difficult. The Clerk was asked to pursue this. The stile on the footpath between Mares Lane and Perch Hill has had one of the dog holes wired up. The Clerk was asked to pursue this too.
7. 2707 MortarPits recycling bins. The point was made that these bins were an eyesore in the Conservation Area and the dumping of rubbish continues. The Clerk was asked to find out when the MDC review of roadside recycling and the future of Mortar Pits would take place.
8. 2704 Playing Field. Plans for future additions and improvements were under discussion and a fundraising event would take place on Club Day. Toilets and changing rooms were a long term possibility.
9. 2705 A371 Feasibility Study.   The lack of progress on this matter was a concern and the Clerk was asked to write a formal letter to Richard Needs, the Head of Environmental Services and the leader of the Council. The Clerk was also asked to seek support from the MDC Area Board.
10. 2723 Parish Plan. Cllr.Shepherd reported that other bodies were being consulted over their contributions to the draft Action Plan. The Chairman offered to contact Malcolm Mogford in order to progress the idea of a Parish Newsletter and it was agreed that a discussion of the commissioning of a village Design Statement would take place at the next meeting on 17 February.
11.  Village Appraisal & Conservation Plan. It was agreed that this required further discussion at a future meeting.
12.  Neighbourhood Watch. Cllr.Glanvile reported on recent crime statistics which would be included in the next circulation of papers.
13.  Parish Caretaker. The Clerk reported that the caretaker was planning to be back at work next week.
14.  2760 Court House Farm. It was noted that the farmhouse was being advertised for letting and the Clerk agreed to write to MDC to set up a meeting about future planning issues.
15.  Parish Council News. Cllr.Thompson agreed to be editor for the next issue, which should include short pieces on the electoral register and on the penalties for unauthorised work on trees. Cllr.Glanvile agreed to look into the conditions placed on the building of the new industrial unit on the Industrial Park.
16.  2761 Planning Application procedures. It was agreed that Planning Applications would be circulated separately from other general papers for information and that additional meetings, and perhaps site visits, would be scheduled in order to meet MDC deadlines for comments.
17.  2762 Westbury Quarry. There was no progress to report on the sale of the quarry.
18. Planning matters for assessment.
a. Application to erect a two storey extension to Knyfton’s Farm, Old Ditch. The Council was puzzled by the drawings which indicated the building of a cider press and cellar with all the facilities of a self-contained dwelling unit. The Clerk was asked to clarify the applicant’s intentions. The lack of clarity of the proposals and the demolition of the former trap barn without permission were noted. The Council objected to the scale and design of the proposals as inappropriate in a Conservation Area; in particular the tall chimney, large sloping roof on the front façade and the highly visible roof-lights. The proposals did not include any off road parking for such a large house. First floor windows were overlooking Spring Barn and no details of materials had been given.  The Council asked that the extension should not be used for commercial letting.

19. Planning matters for note. MDC had granted permission to erect the dwelling at Christmas Steps, Old Ditch and to undertake works to an ash tree at Ditchfield, Lynch Lane.

20. Finance matters for approval.
a. The Council received and approved the Clerk’s statement of actual expenditure to 31 December and projected figures to the end of the financial year.

b. Cheque no.000393 for £543.96 to Barry Lane for his salary (£458.59), Parish Plan hours (£48.50) & imprest (£36.87) was approved.

21. Reports on meetings attended. There were none.

22. There were no reports on information or correspondence circulated.

23. Items for the next Agenda. Items agreed were the design statement and parish plan items.

24. Date of the next meeting – was confirmed as 17 Februay 2005 with an additional meeting to consider late Planning Applications (subsequently agreed as Monday 7 February).

Signed by the Chairman on 7 February 2005 as a correct record.

1/4

