
WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting held in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm on 11 August 2005

Present: B.Haslam (Chair), R.Healey, G.Neale, A.B.Shepherd, T.Thompson, H.West & R.Wyke.

In attendance: B.Lane (Clerk) & one member of the public.

1. Apologies were received from Cllrs. Forrest & Glanvile.

2. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda. Cllr.West declared a personal interest in item 5c.

3. To confirm the Minutes of the meeting of 21 July 2005. The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman as a true record after it was agreed that the last sentence of item 5 should be amended to read “Cllr.Wyke expressed concern over the management of Mendip Housing, which was reinforced by Cllr.Glanvile.

4. To receive reports on Matters Arising from the Minutes. The Clerk reported that Jeff Bunting of Somerset Highways would be sending details of the road improvements that he intended to undertake in the centre of the village within the Safe Routes to School programme. Cllr.Wyke reported that the county portfolio holder for highways was attempting to identify non-LTP funding that would not require the works to meet the government’s new priorities/targets for transport schemes. The Chairman agreed to convene a meeting in the autumn to resurrect the A371 pressure group of local councils.   

5.  Planning matters for assessment.

5a. Application to erect a first floor extension and porch at Furlong Cottage, Wells Road. This property was outside the Conservation Area and the Council had no objections to the proposals.

5b. Application to erect a two-storey extension to the side and rear of Knyftons Farm, Old Ditch. Members again considered that this revised application was lacking in information about design and materials but had no objections to the development provided that three issues were addressed. Firstly, the purpose of a first floor door on the north wall opening onto empty space was questioned and thought unnecessary; secondly, there were no clear details about all the ground floor windows whose design appeared to be out of character with the rest of the building; finally concern was expressed at the lack of provision for off-road parking for what would be a very large house and a second self-contained dwelling unit.

5c. Application to erect a detached studio at West View, Station Road. There were no objections to this application. 

5d. Appeal against MDC’s refusal to grant permission for a stable, ménage and access at Lynchcombe Lane. The Clerk had been notified that the applicant had taken this refusal to appeal and the Council was invited to decide whether they wished to withdraw or modify the comments that they had made on previous occasions. It was agreed to let all previous comments stand and to add that three temporary stables have been erected and highlight the visual intrusiveness of any development on this site. These stables can be seen starkly from many points within the village and from the AONB and are a further indication of the vulnerability of the landscape. The parish council reiterated their desire to see no new development on this land.

6. Finance matters for approval. The following payments were approved:

6a Cheque no.000336 for £37.29 to caretaker Lloyd Sheldon for delivery of Parish Council News and purchase of safety clothing.


6b. Cheque no.000337 for £668.72 to Barry Lane for salary & imprest.

7. Items for the next Agenda. Mendip Housing & marquees.

8. Date of the next meeting was agreed as Thursday 15 September in the Village Hall.

Signed by the Chairman as a correct record on 15 September 2005.
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