WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on 15 July 2004.

Present: R.Wyke (Vice-Chairman), R. Healey, G. Neale, A.B.Shepherd, T.Thompson & H. West.

In attendance: - B.J.Lane (Clerk).

1. Apologies were received from B. Haslam, Cllr.Glanvile (District Councillor) & Cllr.Livings (County Councillor).

2. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda. There were none.

3. To confirm the Minutes of the meeting of 17 June 2004. The Minutes were signed by the Vice-Chairman as a true record. 

4. Matters arising. The Clerk reported that British Telecom would be bringing Broadband to Westbury in March 2005.

5. SCC & MDC matters. There was nothing to report.

6.  2702/3 Road surfaces & signs. Damage to the footpath setts at the corner of Station Road and Lodge Hill was reported and drainage problems on the Wells Road & Top Road required attention. It was agreed that the Clerk should seek a meeting with Highways Dept. to discuss some action. The Clerk reported that no progress had been made on road signs to slow traffic and improve safety for schoolchildren on the main road. SCC did not consider the need of high enough priority. 

7. 2704 Playing Field. Cllr.West reported on the fundraising at Pilton and the Cabaret evening. Providing a bin for rubbish had become a complex problem.
8. 2705 A371 Feasibility Study. A Steering Group meeting was being convened for August or September to consider proposals and priorities. The Clerk had received, & resonded to, a letter from Mrs. Pierce with concerns about the slow progress of change and the unresolved difficulty of joining the main road from Roughmoor Lane. The Clerk was asked to forward a copy of Mrs.Pierce’s letter to Cllr. Brian Livings and Richard Needs of SCC.
9. 2723 Parish Plan. Cllr.Shepherd reported that the consultative exhibition had been reasonably well attended and that a few volunteers had come forward. The next stage was the drafting of the Action Plans which would come to the Parish Council for approval in due course. 

10. 2691 Neighbourhood Watch. A few cases of car vandalism on Stoneleigh had been reported.

11. 2733 Parish Caretaker. The Clerk reported that the caretaker had been concentrating on the Cross and church areas and had agreed to clear the Crow Lane footpath of nettles and brambles. Cllr. Thompson offered to help if required.

12. 2751 Village Display Board. As no response had been received from the notice in the Parish Council News it was agreed to revive the idea at a later time.

13. 2746 Parish Council News. Cllr. West agreed to edit the next issue for October.

14.  2759 Mendip Street Cleaning consultation. As no information concerning the costs of cleaning in Westbury had been received from Cllr. Glanvile it was agreed to defer this item to the September meeting.

15.  2760 Next of kin register. It was agreed to drop this item in favour of the next on the Agenda.

16.  2761 “Bottle in the fridge” scheme. It was agreed that the Parish Council should do what it could to promote this scheme and the Clerk was asked to write to MDC about publicity and where bottles were available. 
17. Planning matters for consideration.

a. Application to fell trees within Conservation Area (DEL) at East Lodge, Lodge Hill House, Station Road. The Council objected to the works because the two trees in question were fine trees and no convincing reason had been provided for felling or crown reduction. It was noted that the application was for trees at Lodge Hill House, not East Lodge.

18. Planning matters to be noted. There were none.
19. Finance matters for approval.

a. The Council received and approved the financial statement for the first quarter of the year to 30 June 2005.

b. The Council agreed to make a donation of £500 to the Village Hall Committee towards the costs of necessary repairs and redecoration.

The Council approved the signing of cheques as follows:

c. Cheque no.000379 for £25.74 to St.Andrews Press for Parish Council News

d. Cheque no.000380 for £284.22 to RSL Associates for Parish Survey Summary

e. Cheque no.000381 for £58.75 to Barry Haslam for Parish Plan banner

f. Cheque no.000382 for £56.00 to Village Hall for hire for Parish Plan exhibition

g. Cheque no.000383 for £8.24 to Gillan Neale for Parish Plan catering

20.  Reports on meetings attended. There were no reports.

21. To consider correspondence and information received. Cllr. Wyke raised the MDC consultation document on Parking and after discussion  the Council agreed that the Clerk should write to say that there ought to be differential parking charges to favour residents from rural areas and that the “beacon” car parks should include provision for cycle racks.

22. Items for the next Agenda. It was agreed that street cleaning and the next Parish Council News should be included.

23. Date of the next meeting – 16 September 2004
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