
WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday 15 September 2005.

Present: R.Wyke (in the Chair), R.Healey, G.Neale, A.B.Shepherd, T.Thompson

& H. West.

In attendance: B. Lane (Clerk), Cllr. Glanvile and one member of the public.

1. Apologies. Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Forrest & Haslam.
2. Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda. Cllr. Neale declared a personal interest in item 16. Mendip Housing.
3. Confirmation of the Minutes of the meeting of 11 August 2005. The Minutes of the last meeting were approved and signed as a correct record by the Chairman.
4. Reports on Matters Arising from the Minutes. There were no matters of report.
5. SCC & MDC reports. Cllr,Glanvile was asked about the contract for the leisure centre in Wells, the future of the leisure pass, the reasons for the cuts in winter road gritting & about the new district council road signs which appeared to contradict their own policy of preventing the proliferation of signs on the roads.

6. 2702/3 Road surfaces & signs. The Clerk reported completion of the works alongside The Old Vicarage & School walls. However it was agreed that the work around the drain at the top end was very poor. The Clerk was asked to pursue this and also to find out about the proposed minor safety works to the A371 and about the floodwater signs painted on the road in Lynchcombe Lane.
7. 2707 Mortar Pits recycling bins. As the bins had not yet been removed the Clerk was asked to chase MDC for action.
8. 2704 Playing Field. Cllr.Thompson reported that the committee had discussed future fundraising and that a new hard surface for tennis & other activities ws emerging as a longer term priority while a boules piste & changing rooms were still on the agenda.
9. 2705 A371 Feasibility Study. In the Absence of Cllr.Haslam there was no report on the progress in reviving an A71 Wells to Cheddar pressure group. However  the clerk had met and discussed the need forimprovements to the area around the Cross with Russell Lillford, Group Manager for Archaeology at SCC. He had recognised the need for improvements and was willing to consider helping to achieve them if the parish council agreed and asked Richard Needs to consider them working together. This the Council agreed to do. The Clerk was asked to write immediately.
10. 2765 Multi-user path. Cllr.Wyke reported on a recent steering group meeting which had indicated that progress was now being made. It was expected that formal planning permission for the line of the path would be submitted before Christmas, preceded by consultation with parish councils. It was agreed to nominate Cllr.Wyke as the parish council’s official member for the steering group.
11. 2764 Village Design Statement. The next meeting was scheduled for Monday 19 September.
12. 2691 Neighbourhood Watch. There was little to report on this item.
13. 2733 Parish caretaker. The Clerk reported on the satisfactory work undertaken by the new caretaker  Lloyd Sheldon in his first month.
14. 2760 Court House Farm. The Clerk reported that the Head of Development had indicated that she would write formally to Cluttons setting out details of MDC strategic plan. Cluttons had invited the parish council representatives to another meeting on 6 October and the Clerk was asked to find out whether MDC and SCC were to be invited too, as Cluttons had originally proposed.
15. 2746 Parish Council News. It was agreed to defer discussion of the next issue until after the Cluttons meeting. However  the Parish Plan proposal for a parish newsletter should be discussed at the next meeting.
16. 2766 Mendip Housing. Cllr.Neale left the room for this item. Cllr.Wyke explained that there was concern about the management by the trustees and MDC of Mendip Housing. Cllr.Glanvile confirmed that there were problems but could not confirm that  MDC was actively addressing the issue.
17. 2767 Marquees. The Clerk was asked to enquire whether a claim had yet been made for the replacement of the damaged frame.
18. Planning matters for assessment.

18a. Application to erect stables, layout an equestrian exercise area & improve access at Lynchcombe Lane. The council again expressed their concern over this obtrusive development in the AONB, while the rejection by MDC of a previous application was still under appeal. The Clerk was asked to write to MDC in the same terms as for the previous applications.

18b. Application to erect a single storey dwelling on Glebe Land, Crow Lane. Members had no objections to this application for infilling within the village and welcomed provision of a smaller scale property.

18c. Application to undertake works to an evergreen oak at Coombe Hay Farm. There were no objections to this application. 
18d. Application to fell a laburnum tree at Coombe Hay Cottage. There were no objections to this application but the Clerk was asked to write suggesting that a replacement tree should be planted somewhere suitable, if that were possible.

19. Planning matters noted. Permission to erect a first floor extension and porch at Furlong Cottage, Wells Road.
20. Finance matters approved.

20a. Cheque no.000338 for £141.00 to Moore Stephens for the annual audit.

20b. Cheque no.000339 for £72.89 to Lloyd Sheldon for caretaker work in August.

20c. Cheque no.000340 for £25.00 to Barry Haslam for printing Parish News.

21. Reports on meetings attended. There were no reports.
22. Correspondence & information received. There were no comments.
23. Items for the next Agenda. Clutter audit.
24. Date of the next meeting.  20 October 2005

Signed by the Chairman as a correct record on 11 August 2005. 
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