WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting held in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm on Thursday 16 February 2006.

Present: R.Wyke (in the Chair), G. Neale, A.B. Shepherd & T. Thompson.

In attendance: B. Lane (Clerk) and Cllr. Glanvile

1. Apologies. Apologies were received from R. Healey, H. West & Cllr. Forrest.
2. Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda. There were no declarations of interest.
3. Confirmation of the Minutes of 19 January 2006. The Minutes were signed as a correct record.
4. Reports on Matters Arising from the Minutes. The Clerk reported that Cllr. Forrest had selected the proposal from the Westbury Friendly Society for support from his Community Grant fund.
5. SCC & MDC matters of report. Cllr. Glanvile reported on the increase of fly-tipping following the introduction of recycling and the possibility of support for a lengthsman from the county council. Cllr. Wyke asked about the consultation over boundary changes. MDC had not drawn proposed parish boundary changes to the attention of the parish councils. The Clerk was asked to investigate what was being done.
6. Election of new councillor. This item was deferred until the March meeting.
7. Road surfaces & signs. The Clerk was asked to report that the recent anti-skid surfaces near the Cross were wearing badly
8. Mortar Pits, the Cross and the Square. Cllr. Wyke reported on a recent positive meeting with Richard Needs and Russell Lillford from the county council to discuss improvements to these three areas. Drawings would be prepared for the Cross and Mortar Pits and it was agreed that the Clerk should write to residents around the Square asking for their suggestions for improvements.
9. Playing Field. There was nothing to report.
10. A371. Cllr. Wyke reported that a meeting had been arranged for 22 February with representatives from the parishes along the A371. Improvements to the road were no longer a priority for SCC, given the national government’s constraints on LTP spending.
11. Multi-user path. Cllr. Wyke reported that a planning application had been delayed but was likely to be submitted within a couple of months. A meeting was being convened to discuss routes through Easton.
12. Village Design Statement. Cllr. Thompson reported on the current position indicating that consultation would take place with the full Parish Council, then MDC before a document was circulated in the parish.
13. Neighbourhood Watch. There was nothing new to report.
14. Parish Caretaker. The Clerk reported on Mr. Sheldon’s month’s work and noted his purchase of a bin for garden refuse from MDC, to be used for roadside sweepings of leaves.
15. Court House Farm. There was nothing to further to report from either MDC or Cluttons. 
16. Parish Council News. Cllr. Wyke circulated a final draft asking for comments as soon as possible.
17. Light Pollution. The Clerk reported that progress was being made in setting up a meeting with Cllr. Shire & others.
18. Annual Parish Meeting on 18 May 2006. Cllr. Wyke offered to arrange a speaker from the AONB and the Clerk was asked to invite each of the village organisations to set up a display in the hall for the evening.
19. Women’s Institute. The Council noted that this year would be the 60th anniversary of the Women’s Institute in the village. It was agreed that the Clerk should write offering the Council’s congratulations and thanks for their substantial contribution to the life of the village over the period. It was also agreed to offer thanks for the extremely useful booklet recently distributed to everyone in the parish.

20. Easton sign. The Clerk was asked to pass a letter of complaint concerning the location of the Easton millennium stone sign to the Clerk at Easton.
21. Planning matters for decision.

a. Application to pollard 6 willows at Stream Farm. There were no objections.

22. Planning matters for noting. The Council noted the permissions granted to improve access to fields off Lynchcombe Lane, to fell two cupressus at The Old Stores and to undertake work to laurel trees at Glanvile House, and also noted the withdrawal of the application to demolish the wall fronting the highway adjacent to Christmas Steps.

23. Planning enforcement. 

a. The Clerk reported on an unsatisfactory reply from Ed Baker concerning the handling of the Industrial Estate. The Clerk was instructed to make a formal complaint to Charles Uzzell and Cllr. Walcombe Adams at MDC.

b. Mr. Dudden had been advised that unless he submitted a retrospective planning application for the caravan parked off Broad Road by 23 February that enforcement action would be taken.

24. Finance matters for approval. Members approved the following - 

a. Cheque no. 000407 for £81.00 to Lloyd Sheldon for caretaker work in January and purchase of a garden refuse bin.

b. The Actual Expenditure to 31 December & Projected to 31 March 2006.

c. Receipt of £193.61 from SWAN towards the Parish Council news was noted and welcomed.

25. Reports on meetings attended. Cllr. Shepherd reported on the MDC Planning training evening and the Clerk on a recent meeting of the Mendip Environment Forum.
26. Reports on correspondence & information circulated. Cllr. Shepherd reported on the Dial-a Ride Scheme which some parishioners did use. 
27. Items for the next Agenda. None were mentioned.
28. Date of the next meeting. The next meeting was confirmed as Thursday 16 March 2006 in the Village Hall.
Signed by the Chairman on 16 March 2006 as a correct record.
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