WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on 16 September 2004.

Present: R.Wyke (Vice-Chairman), R. Healey, G. Neale, A.B.Shepherd, T.Thompson,  H.West, Cllr. Glanvile (District Council) and Cllr. Livings (County Council) ( from Point 8).

In attendance: - S. Healey (to take Minutes) & three members of the public.

Two issues were raised during the open forum which preceded the meeting:

i. the proposed re-siting of the footpath which crosses Court House Farm lawn; &   

ii. the inaccuracy of the information presented to the Parish Council regarding the application to fell trees at Lodge Hill House.

1. Apologies were received from B. Haslam and B. Lane.

2. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda. Cllr. Shepherd’s property is shown on the map relating to the planning application for Wellington House.   He was not on the consultee list.

3. To confirm the Minutes of the meeting of 15 July 2004. The Minutes were signed by the Vice-Chairman as a true record. 

4. Matters arising. The grant allocated to the Village Hall for refurbishment (now completed) will be paid on production of an appropriate invoice.

5. SCC & MDC matters.   Cllr. Livings reported that the bridleway from Lynchcombe Lane to Deerleap was now formally dedicated and that a Travel Plan for the school was awaited from the governors. Cllr. Wyke will request that the Parish Council be given sight of any Plan before it was actioned by SCC. All public transport in the county is now under scrutiny, and any comments would be welcomed by Andrew Govier, chairman of the Scrutiny Committee.

Cllr.Glanvile reported that it is not envisaged that village residents would receive any special consideration when the new Wells parking scheme comes into force following the consultation period.

6.  2702/3 Road surfaces & signs. Additional drains have been installed in Perch Hill at the western end of Top Road. Cllr. Shepherd agreed to check the drain in Station Road. It was reported that, as part of the Safer Routes to School initiative, the school had requested the installation of flashing lights and improved the signage.

7. 2704 Playing Field.   No meeting held since 15 July.
8. 2705 A371 Feasibility Study. Cllr. Thompson reported on a meeting held on the 15 September which included representatives from the County and parishes.   It appeared that the proposed control system for the A371 at the end of Roughmoor Lane had been rejected because of the length of road involved. Detailed drawings would in due course be submitted to the parish council.  The Clerk was asked write to the County Council expressing dissatisfaction at the delay in implementing any improvements.
9. 2723 Parish Plan. Cllr.Shepherd had circulated an Action Plan to  Councillors for their comments.   It identified all issues and it was hoped that individuals within the parish would become involved in the implementation of those actions identified.    It was stressed that the Parish Council should be kept informed of progress, and that there should be no individual contact between parishioners and local government bodies in the name of the Council.

10. 2691 Neighbourhood Watch. Following a long period of disinterest on the part of senior police a new initiative is planned commencing with a meeting at Draycott Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. on the 23 September, following which it is hoped that the parish group can be re-activated.

11. 2733 Parish Caretaker. The Clerk to be asked for a report at the next meeting.   Cllr. Shepherd will assume responsibility for the caretaker during the Clerk’s convalescence. 

12. 2746 Parish Council News.  Items for inclusion to be sent to Cllr. West by first week in October.   Cllr. Thompson to produce the January 2005 edition.

13.  2759 Mendip Street Cleaning consultation. Cllr. Glanville reported poor response from the parishes.    However, he will use the Westbury/Wookey caretaker initiative as an example of what can be achieved at a local level.

14.  Planning matters for consideration.

a. Application to convert an outbuilding into an annex at Wellington House.   No objection.

b. Application to convert barns to a dwelling at Old Ditch Barns, Old Ditch.  This is a revised application and it was agreed to request that the windows facing the road should be in keeping with those of the existing Spring Barn.    It was also agreed to comment that the Council was not told that the first application made was, in fact, a variation of plans already passed and still valid.

c. Application to convert a farm building to a dwelling at Drappel Farm.  (Note: this development would be outside the village limit).  No objection, but comment that the Council is pleased with the use of natural materials.

d. Application to fell trees in Conservation Area at East Lodge, Station Road.  No objection.

e. Application to undertake work to trees in Conservation Area at Hollowdene, Back Lane.  No objection.

15. Finance matters for approval.

The Council approved the Clerk’s hourly payment increase to £8.819 and mileage rate to 40p per mile as per NALC recommendations. 

16.  Finance matters for noting. 
a.
Receipt of two cheques of £25 each for marquee hire from M.     Harding and P. Stoughton.

b.
Receipt of VAT refund for 2003/04 of £714.75

17. Reports on meetings attended. None not already mentioned above.

18. To consider reports on correspondence and information received. A letter has been received from the Parochial Church Council asking for a donation towards the upkeep of the churchyard.   

19. Items for the next Agenda. Two items were agreed -to consider the council response to the public transport Scrutiny Committee and to consider a donation to the PCC along with other requests for donations.

20. Dates of the next meetings – 21 October 2004 for the regular Parish Council meeting and a Special Meeting on 22 September 2004 to discuss the re-siting of the footpath across Court House Farm land.   Cllr. Wyke to confirm the date and time with other Councillors and to advertise around the village.
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