WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on 17 June 2004.

Present: B. Haslam (Chairman), R. Healey, G. Neale, A.B.Shepherd, H. West & R.Wyke.

In attendance: - B.J.Lane (Clerk), Cllr.Glanvile (District Councillor) & Cllr.Livings (County Councillor) for items 1-9, and Richard Storey.

1. Apologies were received from Cllr.Thompson.

2. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda. There were none.

3. To confirm the Minutes of the meeting of 20 May 2004. The Minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

4. Matters arising. There were no matters arising for report.

5. SCC & MDC matters. Cllr. Glanville advised the meeting that MDC were reviewing their street cleaning contract and were consulting with all parish councils over their views and needs. It was agreed that this item should appear on the next Agenda.

6.  2702/3 Road surfaces & signs. The Clerk reported his lack of progress in achieving new signage to warn traffic of the school and Cllr. Livings agreed to investigate the costs of automatic controls for the wig-wag lights. It was agreed that the village Millenium stones needed to be repainted and that the caretaker should be asked to trim the nettles along the Crow Lane footpath.

7. 2704 Playing Field. The skareboard area had been officially ‘opened’ on Club Day. Litterbins were being sought and a bench needed repair.
8. 2705 A371 Feasibility Study. Cllr. Livings reported on the current position and agreed to seek a meeting on the Steering Group as soon as possible. The Clerk reported a complaint about the delays from Mr. & Mrs. Claydon at Hollybrook.

9. 2723 Parish Plan. The Council was asked to comment on the draft Report Summary that was to be circulate to all households before the exhibition in the village hall. It was agreed that no specific actions should be included at this stage and that Richard Storey would write a brief introduction to encourage everyone to visit the exhibition and to participate in the consultation process. 

10. 2691 Neighbourhood Watch. There was nothing to report.

11. 2733 Parish Caretaker. The Clerk reported that the caretaker was now back at work and concentrating on the Cross and church areas.

12. 2751 Village Display Board. This item would be discussed after it had been promoted in the next Parish Council News. 

13. 2746 Parish Council News. Copy was still required from several Council members for the late June issue.

14.  2758 Annual Parish Meeting of 27 May 2004. The Meeting had not been so well attended as in the previous year. Two main issues had been raised – access to broadband and distribution of the accounts at the Annual meetings. It was agreed that the Clerk should prepare accounts for the 2005 meeting and seek information on the timetable for delivery of broadband services.

15. Planning matters for consideration.

a. Retrospective application for the erection of detached garden building (CAT A) at Knyftons Farm, Old Ditch. The Council members regretted that this application had not been submitted prior to the completion of the building. They also agreed to object to the proposal on the grounds that the roof of the building would be more in keeping with the area with a sloping roof of tiles or slate, as with local practice of single storey buildings cut back into the hillside.

b. Application to undertake works to a bay laurel tree at Stoneleigh House, Roughmoor Lane. The members supported the work being proposed.

16. Planning matters to be noted. The Council noted the permissions granted for the conversion of a barn to provide hikers’ accomadation at Lynchcombe Lane, for the alteration to doors at Meadows, Duck Lane and for the works to the bay laurel tree at Stoneleigh House. They also noted the refusals for the erection of a detached garage with loft storage at 8 Stoneleigh and for the conversion of barns at Old Ditch Barns.
17. Finance matters for approval.

The Council approved the signing of cheques as follows:

a. Cheque no.000377 for £446.51 to Allianz Cornhill for the annual insurance.

b. Cheque no.000378 for £532.26 to B.J.Lane to cover the Clerk’s salary April to June (£414.00), imprest (£77.67) and Parish Plan hours (£40.59).

18. Reports on meetings attended. There were no reports.

19. To consider correspondence and information received. It was reported that the village hall committee needed about £2000 for various repairs and it was agreed that a request for a donation should be considered at the next Parish Council meeting.

20. Items for the next Agenda. It was agreed that street cleaning, village hall donation, next of kin registers and “Bottle in the Fridge” campaigns should be included.

21. Date of the next meeting – 15 July 2004

Signed by the Vice-Chairman on 15 July as a correct record………………….
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