WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting held at Stoneleigh at 7.30 pm on

Thursday 19 October 2006.

Present: R.Wyke (in the Chair), C.Booth, R. Healey, G.Neale, T.Shepherd,  T. Thompson & H. West.

In attendance: B. Lane (Clerk).

1. Apologies for absence. Apologies were received from Cllrs Forrest & Glanvile.
2. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda. Cllr. West declared a personal interest in item 23g.
3. To confirm the Minutes of the meeting of 21 September 2006. The Minutes were confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
4. Reports on matters arising from the Minutes. Were no matters arising.
5. SCC & MDC reports. There were no reports.

6. Court House Farm.  The Chairman reported on meeting held with Cluttons, agents for the Church Commissioners, on 9 October. It was agreed that the Notes of the meeting should be incorporated in these minutes, included in the next PC News and put onto the website. These Notes follow:

Present: Ros Wyke (Chair of PC), Tony Thompson (Councillor),  Barry Lane (Clerk), Les Moore (PCC) with Christopher Jowett & Bob Hull (Cluttons).

Apologies for absence were received from Clare Rice (St. Lawrence’s School).

CJ, representing Cluttons the agents for the Church Commissioners, owners of Court Farm  reported that they had revised their plans to take into account a number of comments made at the meeting last October, including bringing the new school & village hall together. They had discussed these plans with MDC earlier this year & had decided not to proceed with a formal application at this time, mainly because MDC had indicated that they did not need more housing to meet the current allocations and that any substantial development should take place around existing towns. Cluttons had therefore decided to try to influence the emerging new planning policy -  the forthcoming Local Development Framework (LDF) and had made a submission to the LDF Core Strategy consultation.  MDC were due to publish following their consultation a draft Core Strategy during October and Cluttons anticipated that they would be responding to it. The nature of the final agreed Core Strategy document due at the end of the year would influence their future course of action.

It was noted that MDC has indicated that they will be lobbying for a higher allocation of housing within the District when the review of the Regional Spatial Strategy takes place. Their lobbying will be supported in part because the recent published new Department of Communities and Local Government (DCLG) had shown forecasts of 12000 new households for Mendip 2006-2026. The current new housing allocation for Mendip for this period is 7250 new homes.

In response to CJ’s request on local developments RW reported that the School was moving forward with its own site development plans, and the Village Hall was also undertaking major improvements with outside grants. She stressed that the village needed to have a statement from Cluttons as to their future intentions as the proposals they had put forward were creating a planning blight and providing uncertainty in the community.

CJ pressed to know what the feelings of the Parish Council & community were to their proposed project. RW responded by saying that the Parish Council did not have a view as no formal proposal had been made, and although the community were being kept informed with detailed minutes of any meetings, there was little concrete information upon which the community could have a view. However she indicated that the Parish Plan  (with its 87% response rate) had recorded a resounding 82% opposed to large groups of housing. BL agreed to send a copy of the Plan to Cluttons.

CJ agreed to send a copy of Cluttons submission to MDC’s Core Strategy paper and to send information about the DCLG’s recent household forecast figures. He indicated that he might be able to provide a statement for the village in the New Year following the publication of Mendip District Council’s agreed LDF’s Core Strategy document.

7. Somerset Village of the Year. The Chair reported That 3 wooden benches had been purchased from a local supplier & welcomed suggestions for their location. The Parish Council would accept the responsibility for their secure installation & future maintenance.
8.  Young persons representation at the Parish Council. It was agreed that the idea of one or two young people under 18 years old should be explored. The Clerk was asked to check with SALC whether there were any guidelines available for the recruitment. selection & roles of such persons at Parish Council meetings.
9.  School Hill parking. The clerk reported that he had as requested contacted the Chair of School Governors over the council’s concerns, however he had received an indication that the chair would not be taking the matter further. It was agreed to continue to monitor the situation.
10. Road surfaces & signs, & Rights of Way. The Clerk was asked to arrange a meeting with the Highways Superintendent to discuss the issues noted previously. It was also agreed that the Clerk should contact MDC about removing the brambles & nettles along Crow Lane footpath which was used by many schoolchildren. 
11. Mortar Pits, the Cross & the Square. Proposals were still awaited from Richard Needs & Russell Lillford at SCC. The Clerk was asked to pursue a response with some urgency.
12. Playing Field. It was reported that no volunteer had come forward to champion a boules piste so the idea would be abandoned. This situation would be reported back to the community in the next Parish News. The committee were exploring the costs of an all-weather surface and would consult widely before proceeding.
13. Cheddar Valley Parishes Transport Group. Cllr. Thompson reported that he had drafted the letter summarising the parishes transport concerns to SCC; it however  had yet be agreed. The draft would be circulated for comment shortly. The group were also continuing to monitor proposals for a weight limit on the A368 at the Churchill Lights that could displace HGV traffic onto the A371.
14. Multi-user path. There was no news about when the planning application might be considered by the Regulation Board. However   the original advisory board would continue to exist as a forum to support and advise on the fund raising and  implementation when it took place.
15. Village Design Statement. It was noted that the working group had not yet met and needed to do so soon.
16. Neighbourhood Watch & Policing. The recent fire at Lodge Hill Farm was noted and it was reported that a new initiative of community policing would commence in the New Year.
17. Parish caretaker. The Clerk had had no response from Wookey Parish Council so it was agreed to go ahead with recruitment for the village alone.
18. Parish Council News. Cllr. Thompson had agreed to edit the January 2007 edition. 
19. Highway lighting. Advice had been received that the Parish Council should propose a pilot scheme to the County Council. It was agreed that the Clerk should write to Sonia Davidson–Grant, the SCC Environment & Transport Corporate Director with a proposal to introduce a part-night scheme, such as was already in place in other counties, in selected locations in the village. Full consultation with the parishioners would be part of the pilot process.
It was also reported that the AONB now had a grant scheme to assist in the reduction of light pollution by domestic lighting. The Clerk would obtain full details.

20. Village Hall. It was reported that double glazing was complete and that the heating & insulation would be installed later in the month. Wyvern had also agreed to offer £1000 towards the cost of a large projection screen.
21. Allotments. The Clerk was asked to investigate what should be done next as 4, perhaps 5, people had expressed an interest in having or sharing an allotment. 
22.
Green Lantern Stores & Post Office. The Chairman reported that several exploratory meetings had been held to assess the viability of the shop and post office and the possibilities of community ownership. It was clear that, should the occasion arise for the purchase of the shop by the community, that a number of committed volunteers would be needed to champion the project.

23.
Planning matters for assessment

a. Application to erect a two storey rear extension & single storey porch at Poplar Farm, Old Ditch. There were no objections to this application.

b. Application to install solar water heating collectors at Free Hill House. There were no objections to this proposal as the collectors would be hidden behind the parapet.

c. Application to erect a detached double garage at Stable Lodge, Duck Lane. This 3rd application had made only very minor changes to the footprint of the building, none of which addressed the council’s concerns that the scale, design & location were inappropriate in a Conservation Area. The meeting agreed to recommend that the application be rejected.

d. Application to add a single storey side & rear extension & attic conversion at Orchardside, Mares Lane. The Clerk was asked to request that MDC provide some explanation of any changes when applications were resubmitted as it was not clear how this application differed from an earlier one. There were no objections to this application.

e. Application to erect a double garage at Ponds Barn, Old Ditch. There were no objections to this application provided that the treatment of the garage doors was in keeping with the character of the local buildings.

f. Application to fell a cedar tree & undertake works to a Eucalyptus tree at Hollow House, The Hollow. There were no objections to these proposals.

g. Application to erect a single storey extension to Phoenix House, The Square. Cllr. West declared her interest in this application & left the meeting for this item. It was noted that this was a very significant and visible building at the centre of the Conservation Area. There were no objections to this application provided that the East facing wall was of natural stone, rather than rendered, and that the north facing window onto The Square was less dominant in scale & finish.

22. Planning matters noted

Permissions granted by MDC for improvements to the School were noted.

23. Planning matters: enforcement

a. Unit 4, Lodge Hill Industrial Park. The contents of the MDC letter of 11 October to the agents, which had been circulated, were noted. In particular the landscaping scheme agreed several years ago had still not been implemented. There was concern that the opportunity for planting this winter might be missed if delays to the Enforcement action continued. Furthermore the yard had been extended westwards beyond the area approved and a retrospective planning application was now required. It was reported that nothing could be done about the freestanding lighting as it had been installed too long ago. Considerable anger was expressed about the poor monitoring & enforcement of this development and the Clerk was asked to write to the Head of Development Control with the Council’s concerns.

b. WellsSmart, Unit 15, Lodge Hill Industrial Park. It was reported that MDC officers had decided not to pursue Enforcement in this case as SCC Highways had commented that the change of use generated little extra traffic and so could no be considered as harm. The Council agreed that any and all additional traffic now increased and exacerbated the problems on the A371, particularly as there would be no investment to improve the road. The Clerk was asked to write to the Head of Development Control.

c. Demolition of roadside wall at Eastlee Cottage, Perch Hill. MDC had written indicating that no action would be taken as the works were permitted under the Town & Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1995. Concern was expressed at MDC’s inconsistent position on this matter as a similar development on Old Ditch had been refused. The Clerk was asked to seek an explanation from MDC for these decisions.

d. Creation of hard-standing on land off Lynchcombe Lane. The Clerk reported that the owner, Mr A Smith had received confirmation that planning permission was not required for this work. The Clerk was asked to ensure this was bought to the attention of the Mendip Hills AONB Planning Officer.

26.
Finance matters for decision, approval & noting.
a. Cheque no. 000425 for £449.97 to Cheddar Garden Centre for three wooden benches was agreed.

b. Cheque no. 000426 for £660.00 to Barry Lane for salary (£641.68) & imprest (£18.32) was agreed

c.  Cheque no. 000427 for £58.26 to Tony Sheppard for printing of PC News was agreed

d. Donations. Members agreed to offer the following donations – Playing Field Trust £319, Air Ambulance £500, First Responder £500, Wells & Mendip Museum, Wells Citizens Advice Bureau £200 & Victim Support £150. The Clerk was asked to enquire whether the mobile CAB would visit the village.

27.
To consider reports on correspondence and information received. The Chairman reported on the creation of the Somerset Primary Care Trust and the NHS South West – the strategic health authority. Also that the AONB were looking for volunteers next Spring for the national field birds survey. Also training was available for a volunteer village Bat Officer. Members were also encouraged to attend the Mendip DC Environment Energy day on 27th October and the emerging planning policy workshop on the 30 October.
28.
Date of the next meeting – Thursday 16 November 2006 in the Village Hall.
29.
Any other business. There was none. 

Signed by the Chairman on 16 November 2006 as a correct record.
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