WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting held in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm on Thursday 20 April 2006.

Present: R.Wyke (in the Chair), C. Booth, R. Healey, G. Neale, A.B. Shepherd, T. Thompson & H. West.

In attendance: B. Lane (Clerk)& Cllrs. Forrest and Glanvile .

Apologies. There were no apologies.

1. Declaration of Acceptance of Office. Having been co-opted to the Parish Council, Colin Booth read aloud and signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office as a councillor, which was witnessed by the Clerk. The Clerk also advised Cllr.Booth of his obligations to complete the Register of Interests and the Declaration of Gifts & Hospitality should the occasion arise.

2. Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda. Cllr. West declared a personal interest in item 7, concerning The Square.
3. Confirmation of the Minutes of the meeting of 16 March 2006. The Minutes of 16 March were signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
4. Reports on matters arising from the Minutes. There were no reports.
5. SCC & MDC reports. Cllr.Forrest advised the meeting that he would consider all requests for grants from his Community Fund together in November and that all applications should be with him by the end of October. The Parish Council would be consulted. SCC were awaiting the White Paper on Unitary Authorities and the Regulation Committee was looking at the Multi-User Path and Haybridge Pyrolysis Plant. Cllr. Healey asked whether the Highways dept. now had a policy of not replacing cats eyes and Cllr.West described the problems of 16+ schoolchildren & bus fares to Wells.
Cllr.Glanvile reported on the problems of fly-posting; even A4 size posters were illegal. He also reported that MDC has recommended no changes to the Ward boundaries and that this year there was no budget for parish lengthsmen. The problems of enforcement of Planning conditions at the Industrial estate were discussed at length and Cllr.Glanvile agreed to investigate the matter further.

6. Road surfaces & signs. Problems of drainage in Drappel Lane had been reported as well as the deteriorating surface dressing by the shop. Holes needed to be reported at the entrance to Roughmoor Lane and in Top Road. The Clerk was asked to set up a meeting with Highways.
7. Mortar Pits, the Cross & The Square. No replies had yet been received from either Richard Needs or Russell Lillford. The Clerk was asked to press them both for proposals.
8. Playing Field. The AGM would take place on Monday24 April and the need for renovation in 2007 noted.
9. Cheddar Valley Parishes Transport Group (CVPTG). Cllr.Wyke reported on the re-formation of this group and its aims. The next meeting will take place on the 3 May.
10. HGV movement study on the Levels & Moors. Cllr. Wyke reported that the CVPTG were responding to the consultation of this study stressing that the A371 was already unsuitable for the current levels of HGV use.
11. Multi-user path. It was reported that the project was progressing well and that the Wells to Haybridge section was about to open.
12. Village Design Statement. Cllr. Thompson reported that the working group hoped to complete the first stage of its work shortly and would bring a document to the parish council for discussion. Before making it public the group believed that the wider context needed explaining and a more detailed village character appraisal undertaken. Cllr.Glanvile offered to see what help MDC Conservation staff could provide when the time came.
13. Neighbourhood Watch & Policing. Cllr.Wyke reported again on the overall reduction in local crime rates and that three people in the village had taken up the Nominated Neighbour scheme.
14. Parish Caretaker. The Clerk reported on the March work of the caretaker.
15. Court House Farm. The Clerk reported on the timetable of consultation for the Local Development Framework and agreed to seek a meeting at the appropriate time with Simon Eames of MDC.
16. Parish Council News. Cllr.West asked for contributions to the mid-May edition of the Parish Council News. Cllr. Shepherd volunteered to edit the next issue for September.
17. Highway Lighting. The Clerk reported on a constructive meeting with Cllr.Shire and two officers from SCC and read out a subsequent letter from him. The Clerk was asked to pursue the matter further with Cllr.Shire.
18. Ward Boundary changes. There was nothing further to report.
19. Unitary Authorities. Again there was nothing further to report until the White Paper was published later in the year.
20. Village Hall. Cllr.Healey reported that the committee was investigating options for improving the heating of the hall.
21. Levels & Moors Partnership. LAMP were requesting £640 pa for three years to support their work. The Council agreed that they did not have the funds in the budget and were unsure of the value to Westbury of LAMP’s work. It was agreed that the Clerk should investigate how the council could become more involved in LAMP’s work.
22. Planning matters for assessment. 

a. Application to erect a detached garage at Stable Lodge, Duck Lane. It was agreed that the scale of the building was too large, its siting too close to Stream Cottage and the design bland. There was a unanimous objection to the proposal. It was noted that the plans did not include any information about site levels and the Clerk was asked to remind MDC that such levels should always be provided whenever a development was on sloping land.

23. Planning matters for noting. The agreement of MDC to the pollarding of willows at Stream Farm and the Appeal by Mrs.Brown concerning Hillview, Lynch Lane were noted.
24. Planning matters: enforcement.

a. Unit 4, Lodge Hill Industrial Park. The unsatisfactory reply received from Mr.Uzzell at MDC was discussed and it was agreed that, given the extremely poor handling of this development by MDC officers, that they should be pressured into acting with some vigour to see that as much as possible was done to ameliorate the negative impact of the building on the environment.

b. WellsSmart, Unit 15, Lodge Hill Industrial Park. A complaint had been received that WellsSmart were retailing cars from Unit 15 and that on 20 March they had been given 7 days to complete an application for change of use.

c. Caravan on land off Broad Road. On 13 March the owner had been given 14 days to complete a retrospective application for the retention of a mobile home, otherwise enforcement action would be instigated.

d. Land adjoining Wells Road. An enforcement notice had been issued on 13 March to Mrs. R. Peacock regarding a mobile home on land on the south side of the Wells Road.

e. Duck Lane Cottage. A complaint that the extension to the cottage was larger than that in the application had been investigated by MDC and was not found to be justified.

25. Finance Matters. The following cheques were approved:
a. cheque no.000413 for £157.25 to SALC for the annual Affiliation Fee for 2006/7;

b. cheque no.000414 for £25.00 to the Community Council for Somerset for the annual subscription for 2006/7;

c. cheque no.000415 for £56.00 to Lloyd Sheldon for caretaker work in March;

d. cheque no.000416 for £30.00 to Somerset Art Week Ltd. as a donation;

e. cheque no.000417 for £513.19 to Allianz Cornhill for annual insurance for 2006/7 (see 25. g below)

f. It was agreed to increase the caretaker’s hourly rate to £7.50 in line with that offered by Wookey Parish Council. the Clerk was asked to write to their Clerk informing her of the decision and suggesting consultation on the matter next year.

g. Annual review of insurance cover. The Clerk presented a paper detailing the proposed cover for the following year and the parish council agreed to accept the levels proposed at the premium of £513.19.

h. Accounts for the year 2005/6. The Clerk presented the accounts for 2005/6 which were agreed and signed by the Chairman.
26. Reports on correspondence & information received. There were none.
27. Items for the next Agenda. Rights of Way (to be included with Roads, Surfaces & Signs).
28. Date of the next meeting. It was noted that the next meeting at 7.00pm on Thursday 18 May would be the Annual Parish Council Meeting and a short one before the Annual Parish Meeting at 7.30pm.
Signed by the Chairman on 18 May 2006 as a correct record.
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