WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting held in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm on Thursday 20 July 2006.

Present: R.Wyke (in the Chair), R. Healey, T.Shepherd & T. Thompson.

In attendance: B. Lane (Clerk) & one member of the public.

1. Apologies for absence. Apologies were received from C.Booth, G.Neale, H. West & Cllrs. Forrest and Glanvile.
2. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda. There were no declarations of interest.
3. To confirm the Minutes of the meeting of 15 June 2006. The Minutes were confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
4. Reports on matters arising from the Minutes. There were no matters for report.
5. SCC & MDC matters of report. There were no reports.
6. Somerset Best Village of the Year. The Chair reported the success of the village in this competition in the categories of Environment, Middle-sized village, as well as overall Best Village of the Year winner. The village had been invited to apply to the forthcoming regional & national competitions. The Clerk was asked to write a letter of congratulations and thanks to Sue Caola and all those who had assisted her. Sue Caola was planning to arrange a village meeting to celebrate the success and to consult over how best spend the prize money. The Chair also reported that the judges’ comments about all the entries contained some useful ideas of improvements that might be considered by all councils. These would be circulated for discussion at a later meeting.
7. School Hill parking. It was agreed that regular car parking by governors, staff and parents on School Hill was causing problems of access for farm vehicles, the school coaches and emergency vehicles, as well as reducing short-term parking for visitors to the village shop. It was suggested that the Clerk should formally write to the school to highlight the issue and suggest that it might consider writing to all governors, staff & parents advising them of alternatives. In addition Cllr Wyke agreed to raise this matter with the Head and Cllr Healey offered to assist in providing guidance of parking arrangements.
8. Road surfaces & signs, & Rights of Way. Despite reporting the poor condition of the road surfaces outside the church gates and at the junction of Roughmoor Lane & Stoke Road no action had yet been taken. The spring holes on Top Road were also getting deeper. The Clerk was asked to pursue the Highways Dept. The Clerk also reported that Mike Phelps had agreed to clear the footpaths through his maize behind Court House Farm, although he had not been advised of the paths when he leased the land from the Church commissioners. The Clerk was asked to report to the Highways Dept. the very poor quality of the hedge trimming that had recently taken place and to seek information of their policy on cats eyes and centre & side painted road lines, as it was not clear what was taking place at the present time. 
9. Mortar Pits, the Cross & the Square. Proposals were still awaited from Richard Needs & Russell Lillford at SCC. The Clerk was asked to pursue a response in the autumn.
10. Playing Field. Cllr Thompson reported that Music on the Field had been a successful event and that appointment of a Chairman had been deferred until the next AGM. It was agreed that volunteers to take forward the idea of a boules piste should be sought in the Parish Council News.
11. Cheddar Valley Parishes Transport Group. There was nothing further to report except that a meeting had been arranged for 25 July in the Village Hall.
12. Multi-user path. The Council agreed to write a supporting letter for the project Committee to be used with their application to the Mendip Hills AONB.
13. Village Design Statement. Cllr Thompson reported that final consolidated document was likely to be completed shortly and brought to the next meeting for discussion. The working group was also pursuing specialist help to produce a Village Appraisal. Applications for grants had been made to the Mendip Society & Mendip Hills AONB Fund.
14. Neighbourhood Watch & Policing. There was nothing to report.
15. Parish caretaker. The Clerk reported on the caretaker’s work & he was asked to ensure that some guidance & training was given for working on the main road.
16. Court House Farm. There was nothing to report.
17. Parish Council News. Items should be passed to Cllr Shepherd who was producing the September issue. The Clerk would provide the necessary template. It was agreed that an article summarising the Court Farm position should be included.
18. Highway lighting. Cllr Tony Shire had not yet responded to the Council’s proposal to turn off selected lights. It was noted that Essex County Council was proposing to do so to save money and reduce carbon emissions.
19. Village Hall. Cllr Healey reported on progress with upgrading the heating of the hall. An application had been submitted to the Awards to All fund.
20. Planning matters for assessment

a. Application to erect a detached garage at Stable Lodge, Duck Lane. This was a second revised application and, although some changes had been made in response to previous objections, the Council still believed that the scale and design of the garage was inappropriate for its location in a Conservation Area. It was again noted that most applications for development in the village required ground levels and sections to be provided in order for proper assessments to be made and that the Clerk should highlight the matter to MDC

b. Application to fell a cupressus tree at Christmas Steps. The Council had no objections to the felling of this tree which did nothing to enhance the Conservation Area. The Clerk was asked to write to the applicant suggesting that a replacement tree should be planted in a more appropriate place.

21. Planning matters noted

Permissions granted by MDC to erect a rear and side extension, and insert a dormer window, at Orchardside, Mares Lane and to undertake works to trees at St Lawrence’s School.

22. Planning matters: enforcement

a. Unit 4, Lodge Hill Industrial Park. The Clerk reported that an MDC officer would be meeting Mr K Lloyd on 25 July to discuss the disputed location of Unit 4 on the site, together with the unresolved issues of night lighting and landscaping.

b. WellsSmart, Unit 15, Lodge Hill Industrial Park. An incomplete Planning Application had been received by MDC and a final reminder had been sent prior to formal enforcement action.

c. Caravan on land off Broad Road. An Enforcement Notice had recently been served on Mr Dudden and his agent had responded saying that a Planning Application would be submitted by the end of July.

d. Caravan on land adjoining Wells Road. This offending caravan had now been removed.

23. Finance matters for decision, approval & noting.

a. Income & Expenditure for April to June 2006. The circulated figures were discussed and approved.

b. Cheque no. 000421 for £741.92 to Barry Lane as salary for April-June (£641.68) & imprest (£100.24) was agreed.

c. Cheque no. 000422 for £60.00 to Lloyd Sheldon for caretaker work in June was agreed.

d. Receipt of £575.00 prize money for Somerset Best Village of the Year was noted.

24. To consider reports on correspondence and information received. There were none.
25. Items for the next agenda. Allotments, Community Partnership & Judges’ comments from the Best Village competition (to be circulated).
26. Date of the next meeting – Thursday 21 September 2006
27. Any other business. The Clerk was asked to write a letter of congratulation to the School for its success in the Sport Active Mark Gold 
Signed by the Chairman on 21 September 2006 as a correct record.
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