WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting held in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm on Thursday 20 October 2005.

Present: R.Wyke (in the Chair), G. Neale, A.B.Shepherd, T. Thompson & H. West.

In attendance: B. Lane (Clerk) & two members of the public.

1. Apologies. Apologies were received from B. Haslam, R. Healey, A. Glanvile & R. Forrest.
2. Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda. There were none.
3. Confirmation of the Minutes of 15 September 2005. The Minutes were signed as a correct record.
4. Reports on Matters Arising from the Minutes. There were none.
5. SCC & MDC matters of report. There were none.
6. 2702/3 Road surfaces & signs. The Clerk reported on work done to the drain on School Hill and the road safety markings on the A371. He also reported that the white marking on Lynchcombe Lane had been put there to warn horses of a bump across the road. The Clerk was asked to put in writing to Highways the concerns about the lack of action on the drainage on Top Road.
7. 2707 Mortar Pits recycling bins. The Clerk was asked to chase MDC about their promise to remove the recycling bins as no action had yet been taken.
8. 2704 Playing Field. Cllr. Thompson reported on the routine maintenance work undertaken and it was noted that the railway canopy would need repainting in the Spring.
9. 2705 A371. The Clerk was asked to check with the Chairman whether any action had yet been taken to reconvene the lobby group.
10. 2768 Cross area. The Clerk was asked to chase the Environment department at SCC  about progress.
11. 2765 Multi-user path. Cllr. Wyke reported that the route through the parish would follow the old railway line as far as possible with connections to the Playing Field & Roughmoor Lane. The stretch between the Wells Leisure Centre and Haybridge should be completed this financial year.
12. 2723 Parish Plan; review of progress. The Clerk presented a report on progress with each of the actions in the Parish Plan after six months work. Cllr. Thompson reported that the Playing Field Committee were actively exploring other sports activities and Cll. Wyke added that the Mendip Hills AONB were now exploring the policies on light pollution.
13. 2764 Village Design Statement. The group had continued to work on the Design Statement and Cllr. Shepherd suggested that the group might consider making an application to the Local Heritage Initiative fund to raise money for the village appraisal. This was agreed.
14. 2691 Neighbourhood Watch. It was suggested that information about the new “nominated neighbour” scheme should be put in the next Parish Council News.
15. 2733 Caretaker. The Clerk reported on Mr.Sheldon’s months work and he was asked to convey the council’s thanks for his good work.
16. 2760 Court House Farm. Cllr. Wyke reported on the recent meeting with representatives of the Church Commissioners and Cluttons. It was agreed that the full notes of that meeting should be posted on the Parish Council notice board, that a brief article should go into the next Parish Council News and that the full notes should be included in the Parish Council Minutes. They follow below in italics.
Court House Farm Development Proposals

Notes of a meeting in the Village Hall held on Thursday 6 October 2005

Present

Cluttons: Christopher Jowett & Bob Hull

Church Commissioners: Steve Melligan

Somerset County Council: Jeff Copp, David Coombes & Claire Cornelius

Mendip District Council: Cllr Ken Maddock

Westbury-sub-Mendip: Ros Wyke, Les Moore, Clare Rice & Barry Lane

Apologies were received from Barry Haslam

After an introduction by RW, SM presented the Commissioners’new plans for the development of the Court House Farm site and adjacent field. It was hoped that these would meet the mid- to long-term needs of the village.

A new school was placed at the core of the proposals and was now located next to the Playing Field; the village hall was proposed immediately to its east. Roughmoor Lane would be closed from the Playing Field to the main A371 and a new junction, drawn as a roundabout, located near the Mortar Pits. Adjacent to Roughmoor Lane would be an area of public open space furnished with play & other leisure equipment. The church was to gain an extension to the burial ground, church rooms and a dedicated parking area. Court House Farm would become a private residence, but the front lawn would remain a facility for village events. The old farm buildings would be refurbished and an area to their west dedicated to local employment premises. A peripheral road would link the new roundabout to the western end of the Industrial Estate. The housing area lying to the south had been reduced to 201 units at government approved densities and including affordable housing. Although not shown a the proposed multi-user Cheddar-Wells path could be included. A full desktop archaeological assessment would also need to be carried out.

JC of the Somerset County Council Highways division expressed his concern that there were no Mendip planning officers present as county highways could only work within the Local Plan. Current policy was based upon small-scale housing developments within Development Boundaries and this proposal fell outside the boundary of Westbury. He felt that the proposed development was unsuitable for the village and unsustainable in terms of local employment, transport & other services. It went counter to the Highways Transport Policy in generating 2000-2500 additional vehicle movements per day.

SM assured JC that the sustainability issues had been considered and that they were prepared to discuss ways to deal with the objections. When asked he also gave an assurance that all the new facilities proposed for the development would be paid for in full and that neither SCC nor MDC would be asked to contribute towards the costs. The developers understood the restrictions imposed by the Mendip District Local Plan but believed that the government’s shift towards the Local Development Framework would enable them to change the policies where a community could argue for its special needs. They anticipated talking to the MDC officers about such a change. It was noted that the development would increase the size of the village by 50%. They anticipated that negotiations might take several years as no-one was sure how the Local Development Framework scheme would work.

KM said that he thought the scheme enterprising and ambitious, and he would support any change of policies wherever there was real need. He said he would be prepared to risk any challenge from the public to putting aside their current policies. He also supported the view that a combined school/village hall, like that in his own parish of Baltonsborough, would be less costly and desirable.

SM said that their next move was to engage with the development officers at Mendip and then report back to the Parish Council, hopefully, before Christmas. In order to keep the community fully informed he suggested that they might organise an exhibition of the proposals in the village hall in 2006. He did not anticipate that any planning application would be submitted within 2-3 years.

RW thanked everyone for attending and the Clerk agreed to circulate notes of the meeting to all present.

17. 2746 Parish Council News. Cllr. Thompson agreed to edit the forthcoming issue.
18. 2767 Marquees. The Clerk was asked to check the insurance position for a claim for recent damage.
19. 2769 Bristol Airport. The Clerk was asked to obtain a copy of Bristol Airport’s consultation paper on the company’s major development proposals for circulation to all members and discussion at the next meeting.
20. 2770 Clutter audit. It was agreed to place an article in Parish Council News seeking interest and help with a parish “clutter audit”.
21. 2771 Light Pollution. The Clerk reported some progress with researching this issue but was seeking guidance on the most useful person at SCC to raise the issues of light pollution and energy wasteage. Some residents of Home Close had asked that the newly erected  street lighting should be removed or turned off. Cllr. Wyke reported that she had informed the school governors premises committee of the intention of the Parish Council in response to the Parish Plan to produce volunteer guidelines for both private & public buildings on external lighting. The head agreed that she would in conjunction with SCC look at the lighting of the school.
22. Planning matters for decision.

a. Application to erect two detached dwellings with garages and access at Hillview, Lynch Lane. It was agreed that the applicant had hardly made any changes to the previous application that had been withdrawn before consideration by MDC. There was unanimous rejection of the proposals with the same objections as before, viz.  that the development would not preserve or enhance the character of the area (Policies EN19 & EN22). In particular the proposals were overbearing in scale, out of character for the area and of unsympathetic design. Demolition of the existing house would neither bring substantial benefits to the community, nor to the character & appearance of the area.

23. Planning matters for noting. The Council noted the permissions granted for the erection of a detached studio at West View, Station Road and for works to the holm oak at Commbe Hay Farm.
24. Finance matters for approval. Members approved the following - 
a. Actual & projected figures for the 6 months April to September 2005

b. Cheque no.000341 for £170 to B.J.Lane for imprest and new printer

c. Cheque no.000342 for £56 to Lloyd Sheldon for caretaker work 5-26 September

d. Cheque no.000343 for £605.48 to B.J.Lane for salary July-September 2005

e. Cheque no.000344 for £60.36 to Wookey Parish Council for fitting towbar for   caretaker

f. Donations for 2005. The Council agreed to make the following donations – Robert Glanvile Playing Field Trust £350, St. Lawrence Parochial Church Council £100 towards the costs of upkeep of the graveyard, Wells Citizens Advice Bureau £200, Wells & Mendip Museum £150, First Responder £400 and Air Ambulance £400.
25. Reports on meetings attended. Cllr. Shepherd reported his attendance at the recent Parish Forum.
26. Reports on correspondence & information circulated. None.
27. Items for the next Agenda. Precept for 2006.
28. Date of the next meeting. The next meeting was confirmed as 17 November and would take place at Stoneleigh [but later changed to Thursday 8 December in the Village Hall].
Signed by the Chairman on 8 December 2005 as a correct record.

