WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on 21 October 2004.

Present: B. Haslam (Chairman), R.Wyke (Vice-Chairman), R. Healey,

G. Neale, A.B.Shepherd & T.Thompson.

In attendance: - B. Lane (Clerk) & one member of the public.

1. Apologies were received from H.West, A.Glanvile and B.Livings.

2. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda. There were no declarations of interest.

3. To confirm the Minutes of the meetings of 16 & 22 September 2004. The Minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record subject to the change of the word “ratified” to “actioned” in item 5 of the minutes of 16 September. 

4. Matters arising. The Clerk reported that MDC had approved works to trees at Hollowdene, Back Lane & East Lodge, Station Road; and also the application to convert an outbuilding to an annex at Wellington House. 

5. SCC & MDC matters.   Cllr.Wyke reported that Cllr.Livings had a sum of £750-850 available to be used for a suitable village project and that any suggestions should be passed to her as soon as possible.

6.  2702/3 Road surfaces & signs. The Clerk agreed to meet the local Highways official within the next few weeks and would raise the matters of the collapse of Long Drove in several places, the regular flooding of two properties in Top Road & the need for jetting outside Freewings.

7. 2704 Playing Field.   Cllr.Thompson reported that there would be a working day on 7 November to clear debris, etc.
8. 2705 A371 Feasibility Study. Cllr.Wyke reported that there was no news yet on the progress of the overall A371 scheme but it was clear that Richard Needs did not consider the proposals for the stretch alongside Stoneleigh House to be satisfactory.
9. 2723 Parish Plan. Cllr.Shepherd had circulated a paper from the Steering Group suggesting a number of topics that it was thought appropriate for the Parish Council to lead on. The Council agreed to accept ownership of them and requested that there should be more detailed discussion at the next meeting.

10. 2691 Neighbourhood Watch. A local meeting had been held on 23 September at which it had been announced that a post for a new beat officer had been agreed.

11. 2733 Parish Caretaker. The Clerk reported on the caretaker’s recent work.

12. 2746 Parish Council News.  The Clerk reported that Cllr.West had received very little material by the deadline agreed at the last meeting. Topics for contributions were agreed.

13.  2758 Mendip Street Cleaning consultation. This item was omitted as the deadline for comments had passed.

14.  2759 Rights of Way Improvement Plan. Cllr.Thompson agreed to co-ordinate a response for SCC and to consult over possible improvements, including the multi-user path.
15.  2760 Clutton’s meeting of 12 October re Court House Farm. Cllrs.Haslam & Wyke reported on the meeting of 12 October which had included the Vicar and headteacher from the school as follows:
Following Mr Chris Chaffey’s move to another Church Commisssioners farm  the future of Court Farm and its buildings located in the centre of the village and the associated land are being considered by the owners, the Church Commissioners.

 Cluttons, as  managing agents, called a meeting on 12 October in the Village Hall with the following village representatives, the Vicar Rev Ewan Macpherson, the Headteacher Miss Clare Rice, the Parish Council Chairman Mr Barry Haslam and Vice Chairman Miss Rosalinde Wyke and Mr Barry Lane the Parish Clerk. Mr Christopher Jowett, the Rural Asset Manager, & Mr Steve Melligan, the Planning Adviser attended on behalf of Cluttons. 
The Parish Council Chairman opened the meeting by saying that various rumours were circulating in the village concerning Court Farm and land associated with it, all belonging to Church Commissioners. He stated that the village had concerns about future development and its effect upon the appearance of the village, future facilities and character of the village.

Cluttons representatives replied that at the moment they had not formulated any plans and they had called this preliminary meeting to listen to these concerns and gain an understanding of the various issues and proposals for improvements in the village.

Items discussed were as follows

1) The constraints affecting the school and its possible relocation to provide better accommodation and facilities for pupils and staff. The land adjoining the playing fields had been suggested as being most suitable.

2) The possible opportunity to relocate the village hall and have a new better facility shared with the school.

4) Problems associated with traffic through the village 

3) The suggestion from some that an alternative new road access to the Industrial estate should be built

4) The proposed diversion of the Court Farm footpath and wider issue of desire to improve the village’s public footpath network. Associated with this is the development of the multi user path which would form part of an off  road route from Cheddar to Wells.

5) Opportunities presented by the ceasing of agricultural activities at Court Farm and the retention of the use of the lawn for village events such as Church fete, school sports etc. It was also pointed out that the part of the lawn nearest the church is used for car parking when a large funeral or wedding is taking place.

6) On behalf of the PCC a request was made for some land for future extension of the burial ground to ensure the churchyard remains open in the future.

7) The perceived need for affordable housing within the village, and for open market smaller houses for downsizing.

8) The visual sensitivity of the site was acknowleged and the need for an agreed design brief prior to any plans for redevelopment.

In addition the following issue were mentioned-

a) The current size of the village

b) The responses to the recent parish plan questionnaire

c) Church Commission hope to develop the site in the future for additional housing

d) The impact of more housing on the village

e) The advantage of having more parishioners on the provision of clergy

f) The current village development boundary limits

g) The Conservation Area

h) The changes to local planning framework & procedures 

i) Possible time scale for Cluttons deliberations and their proposals

j) The need to progress the footpath issues separately to the long term development issues

k) The possibility to consider the whole site, or consider the farmhouse and associated buildings separately to any proposal for new housing 

l) Clutton’s  proposals to sell their land to the south of the railway line

m) Other land holdings of the Church commissioners in the Parish

n) Previous application to develop the land to the east of Bell Close

o) The need to widen the consultation to the whole community

p) The need to consider and develop an understanding of any proposal and the difference it would bring to the community and its facilities

The meeting agreed that a note of the meeting should be issued to inform the community of the meeting and issues discussed. Secondly that the meeting was very much the first stage in exploring the issues and the need to widen the debate to the whole community was considered essential by all parties.

It was agreed that the Clerk would do nothing with the brief statement provided by Cluttons after the meeting and that the Chairman & Vice-Chairman should agree a report for inclusion in full in the minutes (now included above) and for publication in Parish Council News. It was also agreed that the Clerk should write to MDC asking that a proper design brief be written & agreed before any future planning application for the site was considered, stressing the scale and centrality of the site within the Conservation Area.                                                                         
16.  Planning matters for consideration.

a. Public Path Diversion Order 2004 – WS13/1 at Court House Farm. The Council agreed to object to the diversion proposed and requested that the owner of the site to clear the route of the designated right of way.

b. Application to undertake works to trees at Homestead, Hannah’s Lane. No objection.

c. Application to fell a tree in Conservation Area at Hollowdene, Back Lane. The Council objected to this proposal to fell a healthy & attractive tree, conspicuous from several directions in the Conservation Area and did not consider that any good reason had been given for its removal.

17. Planning matters for note. MDC had approved works to 2 walnut trees at The Coach House, Stoke Road.

18. Finance matters for approval.

a. The Council received and approved the Clerk’s account of income & expenditure for the first 6 months of the financial year and the projections to March 2005.

b. The Council approved the signing of 3 cheques as follows:

Cheque no.000384 for £427.36 to B.J.Lane

Cheque no.000385 for £161.38 to Jackie Allen

Cheque no.000386 for £500.00 to the Village Hall Committee.

19. Finance matters for noting. 
The Council noted the deposit of £120 from marquee hire.

20. Donations. The Council considered donations to a range of organisations that provided services to the parish community and ageed to offer the following - £400 each to the Air Ambulance & First Responder scheme, £200 to Wells Citizens Advice Bureau, £150 to the Wells & Mendip Museum and £100 to St.Lawrence Parochial Church Council for work on the public churchyard.

17. Reports on meetings attended. Cllr.Wyke had recently attended the AONB Parish Representatives meeting.

18. To consider reports on correspondence and information received. There were none.

19. Items for the next Agenda. Two items were agreed –the Precept for 2005/6 and action on the Parish Plan.

20. Date of the next meeting – 18 November 2004

Signed by the Chairman on 18 November 2004 as a correct record.
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