WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting held at Stoneleigh at 7.30 pm on

Thursday 19 October 2006.

Present: R.Wyke (in the Chair), C.Booth, R. Healey, G.Neale, T.Shepherd,  T. Thompson & H. West.

In attendance: B. Lane (Clerk).

1. Apologies for absence. Apologies were received from Cllrs Forrest & Glanvile.
2. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda. Cllr. West declared a personal interest in item 23g.
3. To confirm the Minutes of the meeting of 21 September 2006. The Minutes were confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
4. Reports on matters arising from the Minutes. There were no matters arising.
5.  SCC & MDC matters of report. There were no reports.

6. Somerset Best Village of the Year. The Chair reported That 3 wooden benches had been purchased from a local supplier & welcomed suggestions for their location. The Parish Council would accept the responsibility for their secure installation & future maintenance.
7.  Young persons representation at the Parish Council. It was agreed that the idea of one or two young people under 18 years old should be explored. The Clerk was asked to check with SALC whether there were any guidelines available for the recruitment. selection & roles of such persons at Parish Council meetings.
8.  School Hill parking.It was agreed to continue to monitor the situation.
9. Road surfaces & signs, & Rights of Way. The Clerk was asked to arrange a meeting with the Highways Superintendent to discuss the issues noted previously. It was also agreed that the Clerk should contact MDC about removing the brambles & nettles along Crow Lane footpath which was used by many schoolchildren. 
10. Mortar Pits, the Cross & the Square. Proposals were still awaited from Richard Needs & Russell Lillford at SCC. The Clerk was asked to pursue a response with some urgency.
11. Playing Field. It was reported that no volunteer had come forward to champion a boules piste so the idea would be abandoned. The committee were exploring the costs of an all-weather surface and would consult widely before proceeding.
12. Cheddar Valley Parishes Transport Group. Cllr. Thompson reported that he had drafted the letter to SCC that had been agreed. The draft would be circulated for comment shortly.
13. Multi-user path. There was no news about when the planning application might be considered by the Regulation Board. However a monitoring group had been set up to oversee the implementation when it took place.
14. Village Design Statement. It was noted that the working group had not yet met and needed to do so soon.
15. Neighbourhood Watch & Policing. The recent fire at Lodge Hill Farm was noted and it was reported that community policing would commence in the New Year.
16. Parish caretaker. The Clerk had had no response from Wookey Parish Council so it was agreed to go ahead with recruitment for the village alone.
17. Parish Council News. Cllr. Thompson had agreed to edit the January 2007 edition. 
18. Highway lighting. Advice had been received that the Parish Council should propose a pilot scheme to the County Council. It was agreed that the Clerk should write to ??? with a proposal to introduce a part-night scheme, such as was already in place in other counties, in selected locations in the village. Full consultation with the parishioners would be part of the process.
It was also reported that the AONB now had a grant scheme to assist in the reduction of light pollution by domestic lighting. The Clerk would obtain full details.

19. Village Hall. It was reported that double glazing was complete and that the heating & insulation would be installed later in the month. Wyvern had also agreed to offer £1000 towards the cost of a large projection screen.
20. Allotments. The Clerk was asked to investigate what should be done next as 4, perhaps 5, people had expressed an interest in having or sharing an allotment. 
21. 
22. Green Lantern Stores & Post Office. The Chairman 
reported that several exploratory meetings had been held to assess the economic viability of the shop and post office and the possibilities of community ownership. It was clear that, should the occasion arise for the purchase of the shop by the community, that a number of committed volunteers would be needed to champion the idea.
23. 
24. Planning matters for assessment

a. Application to erect a two storey rear extension & single storey porch at Poplar Farm, Old Ditch. There were no objections to this application.
b. Application to install solar water heating collectors at Free Hill House. There were no objections to this proposal as the collectors would be hidden behind the parapet.
c. Application to erect a detached double garage at Stable Lodge, Duck Lane. This 3rd application had made only very minor changes to the footprint of the building, none of which addressed the council’s concerns that the scale, design & location were inappropriate in a Conservation Area. The meeting agreed to rcommend that the application be rejected.
d. Application to add a single storey side & rear extension & attic conversion at Orchardside, Mares Lane. The Clerk was asked to request that MDC provide some explanation of any changes when applications were resubmitted as it was not clear how this application differed from an earlier one. There were no objections to this application.
e. Application to erect a double garage at Ponds Barn, Old Ditch. There were no objections to this application provided that the treatment of the garage doors was in keeping with the character of the local buildings.
f. Application to fell a cedar tree & undertake works to a Eucalyptus tree at Hollow House, The Hollow. There were no objections to these proposals.
g. Application to erect a sngle storey extension to Phoenix House, The Square. Cllr. West declared her interest in this application & left the meeting for this item. It was noted that this was a very significant and visible building at the centre of the Conservation Area. There were no objections to this application provided that the East facing wall was of natural stone, rather than rendered, and that the north facing window onto The Square was less dominant in scale & finish.
 
25. Planning matters noted

Permissions granted by MDC to erect an extension at Domus, 3 Back Lane & to fell a cupressus at Christmas Steps were noted. Also the withdrawal of the erection of a garage at Stable Lodge, Duck lane and the Planning Inspector’s dismissal of the appeal by Mr A J Smith concerning his site off Lynchcombe Lane were noted.

26. Planning matters: enforcement

a. Unit 4, Lodge Hill Industrial Park. The Clerk was asked to pursue information on this as nothing had been received.

b. WellsSmart, Unit 15, Lodge Hill Industrial Park. An incomplete Planning Application had been received by MDC but no further action had been taken by them. The Clerk was asked to remind MDC that there was concern about noisy, late-night working and the increased traffic generated by retail sales activity.

c. Caravan on land off Broad Road. An Enforcement Notice had recently been served on Mr Dudden requiring him to vacate the caravan by February 2007.

d. Demolition of roadside wall at Eastlee Cottage, Perch Hill. MDC had informed the Clerk that complaints had been received and that information had been requested from the owner before any enforcement action would be taken.

e. Creation of hard-standing on land off Lynchcombe Lane. MDC had informed the Clerk that complaints had been received and that information had been requested from the owner before any enforcement action would be taken.

26.
Finance matters for decision, approval & noting.
a. Cheque no. 000423 for £60.00 to Lloyd Sheldon for caretaker work in July was agreed.

b. Cheque no. 000424 for £170.38 to Moore Stephens for audit 2006 was agreed.

c.  Receipt of £100 for two marquee hires was noted.

27.
To consider reports on correspondence and information received. There were none.
28.
Items for the next agenda. Allotments & Court House Farm, youth participation in PC.

29.
Date of the next meeting – Thursday 19 October 2006 at Stoneleigh.
30.
Any other business. There was none. 

Signed by the Chairman on 19 October 2006 as a correct record.
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