WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting held in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm on Thursday 8 December 2005.

Present: R.Wyke (in the Chair), G. Neale, A.B. Shepherd, T. Thompson & H. West.

In attendance: Cllrs. Glanvile & Forrest, & B. Lane (Clerk).

1. Apologies. Apologies were received from R. Healey.
2. Election of Chairman & Vice-Chairman. The Clerk reported the resignation of the Chairman Barry Haslam and the remaining Councillors asked the Clerk to thank him for eleven years service to the parish as a councillor and to offer him their best wishes for the recovery of his health. The Clerk asked for nominations for the posts of Chairman and Vice-Chairman. Cllrs. Wyke and Thompson were proposed, seconded and voted for unanimously as Chairman and Vice-Chairman respectively. It was agreed that Cllr. Shepherd should be added as a cheque signatory in place of Barry Haslam.
3. Declaration of Acceptance of Office. Cllr. Wyke read aloud and signed the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office, which was countersigned as witness by the Clerk.
4. Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda. Cllr. West declared a personal interest in item 22c and Cllr. Wyke declared a personal prejudicial interest in item 22g.
5. Confirmation of the Minutes of 20 October 2005. The Minutes were signed as a correct record.
6. Reports on Matters Arising from the Minutes. There were none.
7. SCC & MDC matters of report. Cllr. Forrest reported on a number of issues that he had raised with SCC and reminded the meeting that he had approximately £1000 to spend on community projects in the parish before the end of the financial year. Cllr. Glanvile reported his regret that the MDC was unable to produce a public statement rejecting the development proposals for Court House Farm, as no formal proposals had been put to them. It was necessary for the Church Commissioners or Cluttons to make a public statement themselves saying that they were no longer pursuing the development before the blight on the area would be removed. Cllr. Glanvile agreed to pursue the lack of response from MDC regarding the Parish Council’s complaint about the handling of the Industrial Estate developments and the lack of action on the removal of the recycling bins from the Mortar Pits area. 
8. 2702/3 Road surfaces & signs. The Clerk reported that Highways had agreed to design and cost drainage improvements for Top Road for inclusion in the 2006/7 budgets. Action was in hand by MDC enforcement officers regarding the fly tipping and caravan off Broad Road. Footpath entry to the Access land opposite the Quarry was being investigated by SCC and the broken down fences around Stoneleigh had been reported to MDC.
9. 2707 Mortar Pits recycling bins. Notices had been placed on the recycling bins and it was expected that they would be removed in the week of 5 December.  It was agreed that the next issue of Parish Council News should invite ideas for improving the area after the removal of the bins. The Clerk was asked to pursue Richard Needs at SCC regarding having work done to landscape and improve the area.
10. 2704 Playing Field. It was reported that some serious damage had been done to the main gate and that the committee were investigating the need and costs of providing a boules piste, a water supply, benches and other improvements.
11. 2705 A371. Cllr. Wyke agreed to reconvene the A371 lobby group. It was noted that the new garden centre and proposed pyrolysis plant would both increase traffic on the main road. 
12. 2768 Cross area. The Clerk was asked to seek a further meeting with Highways and Environment officers regarding improvements to the Cross area. 
13. 2765 Multi-user path. Cllr. Wyke reported this project was moving forward,  albeit rather slowly.
14. 2764 Village Design Statement. Cllr. Thompson reported that work was continuing and a draft would be brought to the full Council for discussion in due course.
15. 2691 Neighbourhood Watch. It was reported that a new inspector had been appointed and that two people had taken up the Nominated Neighbour scheme.
16. 2733 Caretaker. The Clerk reported on Mr. Sheldon’s month’s work and members agreed that he should order a garden bin at £25 pa from MDC for the disposal of leaves.
17. 2760 Court House Farm. The Clerk reported a very helpful response from Janet Wilson, the Service Manmager of Development Control, regarding this matter and it was agreed that the full text of her reply should be included in the minutes and a brief resume included in the next Parish Council News. Mrs. Wilson’s reply follows below in italics.
Court House Farm Development 

Dear Mr Lane, 

Thank you for your email and for our opportunity to discuss matters

earlier this evening.  In view of the situation concerning Cluttons

embryonic plans for a large scale development in the village I believe

it would be helpful for us to contact Cluttons to outline the policy

position in relation to this issue. 

To recap for the benefit of your Parish Council meeting tomorrow I would

stress that any development proposal of the scale of 200 houses would be

fundamentally contrary to the Adopted Structure Plan, emerging Regional

Spatial Strategy and Adopted Local Plan.  In view of national policy and

the emerging RSS the prospects of the Local Development Framework

proposing development on this scale in Westbury Sub Mendip are

effectively zero.  This does not stop Cluttons from proposing

development of this scale by way of a planning application.  If they did

so the authority would have to consider the policy context and the

impact of such a scale of development on the village in terms of

infrastructure, landscape impact and impact on the character and

appearance of the village amongst all the myriad of usual development

control issues which would include the impact of any development on the

setting of Court Farm House and the Church.  It would undertake this

range of assessments before reaching a recommendation or decision. 

In my opinion, (and I must stress at this stage that it is an opinion

and not one given with the benefit of any draft proposal before me or

all the necessary consultations which would be undertaken should an

application be submitted) I cannot conceive of a situation where such a

scale of development could be supported in principle in the village even

if it were to deliver the community benefit of a new school.

Whilst there are no plans before the council it would be inappropriate

to speculate further on what may or may not happen but in view of the

local concern and the fact that the council is now receiving letters

from local residents it is prudent to contact Cluttons to allow the

planning context to be put to them.   I will copy the correspondence to

you in due course in order that your parish council can be kept

informed.

I hope that this is helpful to you however if you have any further

queries please contact me.

18. 2746 Parish Council News. The Clerk reported on the forthcoming changes to the production of The Pew and he was asked to approach Malcolm Mogford or the PCC about its relationship with Parish Council News. Cllr. Wyke agreed to edit and produce the next issue. Deadline for copy 19 January.
19. 2769 Bristol Airport. Members asked the Clerk to respond to the public consultation with their concerns about the increase of night flights and road traffic, and with the request that the area of the Mendip Hilss AONB should be respected. 
20. 2770 Clutter audit. As there had been no response from parishioners it was agreed to defer this item.
21. 2771 Light Pollution. The Clerk reported that two letters had been received  from local residents supporting the removal of lights at Broadhay and that he had written to the relevant officer and portfolio holder at SCC.
22. Planning matters for decision.

a. Application to demolish ‘Hillview’ and erect two detached dwellings with garages and access at Lynch Lane. It was again agreed to object to this proposal on the grounds that the proposal did not protect or enhance the character of the area, particularly as the two buildings were of identical design. Cllr. Thompson agreed to represent the parish council at the Area Board meeting on 14 December.

b. Application to fell a conifer and undertake works to other trees at Freehill Villa. It was agreed to make no objection.

c. Application to undertake works to a thuja tree at 18 Station Road. It was agreed to make no objection.

d. Application to undertake works to a walnut tree at West View, Station Road. It was agreed to make no objection.

e. Application to improve access to land off Lynchcombe Lane. It was noted that the plans submitted did not show that access to the field already existed lower down the lane. Members agreed that they had no objection to the proposal provided that the existing gateway be replanted as hedgerow to restore a wildlife corridor, and that the footpath stile adjacent to the new gateway be re-instated.

f. Application to undertake works to a lime tree at the School. Cllr. Wyke left the room for this item. Members had no objections to the proposed works.

g. Application to undertake works to an apple tree at 2 Glencott, The Hollow. It was agreed to make no objection.

23. Planning matters for noting. The Council noted the permissions granted for the erection of a detached studio at West View,  the erection of a single storey dwelling in Crow Lane and for works to trees at Owl’s Haunt, Back Lane.
24. Finance matters for approval. Members approved the following - 
a. The proposed Precept of £6700 for 2006/7

b. Cheque no.000401 for £130.45 to Lloyd Sheldon for caretaker work to 28 Nov.

c. Cheque no.000402 for £60.00 to Anthony Thompson for printing & distribution of Parish Council News.

d. Cheque no.000403 for £400.00 to Westcountry Ambulance Services NHS Trust as a donation to the First Responder scheme and cancellation of previously signed cheque no.000348 to First Responder.

e. The receipt of a cheque for £10 from Sarah Montagnon for marquee carpet hire was noted.

25. Reports on meetings attended. There were no reports.
26. Reports on correspondence & information circulated. None.
27. Items for the next Agenda. SCC donation for community projects.
28. Date of the next meeting. The next meeting was confirmed as Thursday 19 January 2006 in the Village Hall.
Signed by the Chairman on 19 January 2006 as a correct record.
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