WESTBURY-SUB-MENDIP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting held in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm on

Thursday 16 November 2006.

Present: R.Wyke (in the Chair), C.Booth, R. Healey, T.Shepherd &  T. Thompson.

In attendance: B. Lane (Clerk).

1. Apologies for absence. Apologies were received from Cllrs Glanvile & West.
2. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda. There were no declarations of interest.
3. To confirm the Minutes of the meeting of 19 October 2006. The Minutes were confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
4. Reports on matters arising from the Minutes. Were no matters arising.
5. SCC & MDC reports. There were no reports.

6. Somerset Village of the Year. It was agreed that the suggestions for locating the three benches should be published for comment in the next Parish Council News & that Stoneleigh should be consulted about one bench being located near the centre. A fourth location was suggested at the corner of Drappel and Back Lanes.
7. Young persons representation at the Parish Council. The Clerk reported on his researches which had not proved to be very helpful. However it was agreed that the Standing Orders could be amended so that a young person could participate in the Council’s business and the Blue School should be contacted in the New Year to see if as part of a Citizenship course they could assist in highlighting the opportunity and facilitating an election.
8. Road surfaces & signs, & Rights of Way. Cllr Thompson reported on the recent meeting with Phil Harris of the Highways Dept. and the promises of action on a number of points. It was noted that white lines on Crow Lane and School Hill had not been re-instated after resurfacing. In addition the new road surface drainage in Top Road appears to be proud of the road surface and ineffectual.  The Clerk was asked to investigate. 
9. Mortar Pits, the Cross & the Square. Proposals had been received from the Highways Dept. for the Mortar Pits area, but not the more important Cross area. The Mortar Pits proposal was welcomed but the Clerk was asked to find out the costs involved and where the money was to be found. The details of the plan needed some consultation and revision.
10. Playing Field. Regular inspections and repairs were taking place and one swing needed replacing. Quotes were to be obtained for repainting the canopy, which was a Parish Council responsibility. Cllr Thompson offered to obtain additional quotations.
11. Cheddar Valley Parishes Transport Group. The planned meeting of the group had been postponed and it was agreed that Cllr Thompson’s draft paper should be circulated to the group and all parish councillors by the Clerk.
12. Multi-user path. The planning application was still with the county council for decision. Research had produced good evidence this summer of the economic value of the existing routes in Devon & Cornwall, and progress was being made on routes to the east of Wells.
13. Village Design Statement. It was noted again that the working group had not yet met and needed to do in the New Year.
14. Neighbourhood Watch & Policing. The Chairman reported more changes to the police staffing for the area.
15. Parish caretaker. Wookey Parish Council had agreed to joint recruitment of a new caretaker and an item should now go into the Parish Council News.
16. Parish Council News. Cllr. Thompson had agreed to edit the January 2007 edition which should be distributed before the January Parish Council meeting.
17.  Part-night lighting proposal. No response had yet been received from the county council and the Clerk was asked to pursue the matter.

18. Village Hall. The new heating installation was noted as was the need for instructions in its use!
19. Allotments. Although the level of expressed interest in allotments was not high the Clerk was asked to explore how the Council might acquire & manage any land.
20. Green Lantern Stores & Post Office. The Chairman and Clerk had met with the county representative of the Village Retail Services Association (VIRSA)  & reported that, should the occasion arise for the purchase of the shop by the community, a number of committed volunteers would be needed to champion the project.

21.
Planning matters for assessment

a. Application for retrospective change of use to car showroom, Units 14-15, Lodge Hill Industrial Estate.  Objections were raised to this change of use on the grounds that retail would generate more unwanted traffic on the A371 in the village. There were 3 objectors and 2 supporters of this proposal.

b. Application to insert a dormer window to rear of 13 Stoneleigh. There were no objections to this proposal.

c. Application to alter field entrance on Wells Road. There were no objections to this proposal.

22. 
Planning matters noted

Permissions granted by MDC for the felling of a cypress at Domus, 3 Back Lane; for erection of an extension at Domus; and for the installation of solar water heating collectors at Free Hill House were noted.

23.
Planning matters: enforcement

a. Unit 4, Lodge Hill Industrial Park.  The Clerk was asked to write to the Head of Development Control with the Council’s concerns, particularly the lack of progress over implementing the landscaping of the site.

b. Demolition of roadside wall at Eastlee Cottage, Perch Hill. The Clerk reported that this demolition was “permitted development” which did not require planning permission. The Clerk was asked to pursue the Head of Development Control at MDC for an explanation as to why an officer had refused permission for a similar proposal on Old Ditch.

24.
Finance matters for decision, approval & noting.
The following cheques were approved & noted:

a. Cheque no. 000428 for £500 donation to Dorset & Somerset Air Ambulance trust

b. Cheque no. 000429 for £200 donation to Wells & Mendip Museum

c. Cheque no. 000430 for £500 donation to West Country Ambulance Services NHS Trust

d. Cheque no. 000431 for £319 donation to the R G Playing Field Trust

e. Cheque no. 000432 for £200 donation to Wells Citizens Advice Bureau

f. Cheque no. 000433 for £150 donation to Victim Support Somerset

25.
To consider reports on correspondence and information received. It was agreed that a response should be made urgently to the consultation over the Local Development Framework Core Strategy Proposals and noted that the county council had put forward a proposal for a new unitary authority for Somerset

26.
Items for the next Agenda. Local Development Framework, Precept & Budget for 2007/8.

27.
Date of the next meeting – Thursday 18 January 2007 in the Village Hall.
28.
Any other business. The Chairman reported the sad loss of Barry Haslam and noted his considerable contribution to the village including as councillor and Chairman of the Parish Council for many years.

Signed by the Chairman on 18 January 2007 as a correct record.
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